
 

 

Awaken 
Mission Trip Information and Application Packet 

 
“And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’   

Then I said, ‘Here I am! Send me.’”       Isaiah 6:8 

 
Dominican Republic Missions Trip 

March 10-16, 2018 
 
This ministry opportunity will be focused on:   

• Developing our long-term partnership with Iglesia Alianza Moca and deepening our love and 
understanding of the Dominican Republic. 

• The team will serve this church in various avenues, to be determined based on the team’s 
skills, talents, and desires.  Activities will likely include outreach to the local youth through 
some sports and fun activities, outreach to the local families by offering classes and other 
activities that focus on parenting, financial management, and healthcare, and serving the 
church with some hands-on projects and helping church members develop their ministries to 
the local community. Team will also possibly visit other ministry/nonprofit organization sites 
throughout the region, take an educational tour of region. 

 
We desire as a church to humbly serve the community of Moca by offering our time, resources, 
knowledge, and capacities to further the work of God that is already taking place there.  Given our 
goals and desire to minister in the best possible way that God has shown us how, we seek people 
from Awaken to join this ministry opportunity who: 

• A follower of Christ who seeks to be a part of God’s Kingdom work.   
• Must be a regular attender or partner of Awaken.   
• Willing to serve as needed, is open to new experiences and challenges.   

 
 
If you are interested in applying to participate in this trip, please read this packet in its entirety and 
return the appropriate sections to Elaine Tymchak by December 1, 2017.  Any questions can be 
directed to elaine@awakencommunity.com or jenna@awakencommunity.com.  
 
 
  



 

 

 
Awaken’s Ministry Trip Policies 

 
Selection of Participants 
Awaken staff and our leaders evaluate trip opportunities with the goal of supporting the ministries of 
our partners in a way that furthers their mission with sensitivity to their situation and context.  We 
exercise discernment as to what types of qualifications, experience, gifting, skills, physical health, and 
teamwork is needed for each particular trip, and make each decision as to whether a trip applicant will 
advance to becoming a trip participant.  While everyone is called to a lifestyle of outreach, not every 
particular trip is for everyone.  It may be that we determine that a particular trip is not the right fit for a 
particular person at that time, given the goals of the trip.    
 
Participant Responsibilities 
Trip participants are expected to adhere to the following expectations: 
➢ Adherence to all statements and plans listed in the trip application. 
➢ Attendance and full participation (including necessary prep such as reading, writing, or other 

related projects) in all pre-and-post trip meetings and preparations for travel. Conflicts must be 
discussed with trip leaders and alternate arrangements must be adhered to. 

➢ Timely communication with trip leaders and Awaken staff in regards to finances, paperwork, 
preparations, and other related items. 

➢ Adherence to all stated deadlines for paperwork, financial contributions, etc. 
 
If a participant does not adhere to these responsibilities, and if conflicts or concerns are not openly 
communicated by the participant, the trip leaders and Awaken staff hold the right to remove the 
person from the trip despite financial losses. 
 
Fundraising 
Personal Responsibility for Trip Costs 
➢ Once accepted as part of the team and submission of the first deposit, the participant accepts full 

responsibility for the trip costs.  Participants who are struggling to either fundraise or personally 
cover all trip costs must communicate with the trip leader as soon as possible in order to jointly 
assess the situation and implement a plan of action. 

➢ Awaken greatly encourages all trip participants to engage our church and their wider community 
and networks to raise financial support, as this is a blessing not only to the participant, but also to 
the giver.   

 
Tax Deductions 
➢ Donations toward trips are tax deductible as long as the checks are made out to Awaken.  

Donations toward a person’s own trip are also tax deductible. 
➢ All supporters will receive a year-end giving statement, which will include all donations made to 

Awaken during the previous calendar year.    
 
If trip participants raise above and beyond the funding they need for a particular trip: 
➢ Money contributed by supporters cannot be refunded to the trip participant, it is against IRS 

policies. 
➢ Money contributed by the individual can be refunded if there is excess in the account.  This refund 

must be requested within 60 days of the trip’s return.  Awaken can also reimburse for the cost of 



 

 

trip-related immunizations or medications, but only once the trip is paid in full.  A receipt is 
required for reimbursement. 

➢ If the participant goes on another trip in the same or following calendar year, he can transfer the 
extra funds toward the cost for that trip.  After one year, any extra funds from supporters or the 
individual will be converted back to Awaken’s mission budget. 

➢ Any other funds above and beyond the participant’s trip costs can used to help other team 
members, team purchases related to the trip, or cover unexpected expenses. 

 
 
 

Trip Information 
 

 
Costs and Payments 
 
Total Cost: Approx. $1600-1800 per participant.  Once a team is formed, we’ll purchase flights right 
away and then have a set cost.   
 
Estimated breakdown:  
 $800 - 1000   Flight 
 $50   Travel Insurance & Tourist Visa 
 $595   Accommodations, local transportation & meals 
  
 
Awaken will cover ministry-associated costs such as supplies, trainings, etc. 
You will be expected to cover costs of your meals during travel (at airports), all necessary pre-trip 
purchases, and personal/non-ministry related costs during the trip. 
    
 
Paperwork & Payment Due Dates and Other Relevant Dates: 
 12/1    Last day of accepting trip applications. $250 payment due 

 
December Team meeting - evening (date to be determined based on team 

availability) 
 
January Team meeting - evening (date to be determined based on team 

availability) 
 
1/10 $500 payment due  
 
February Team meeting - evening (date to be determined based on team 

availability) 
 
February Team meeting - evening (date to be determined based on team 

availability) 
 
 
 



 

 

2/10 $600 payment due, passport copy, Release of Liability Form, copy 
of medical insurance card, list of prayer partners and post-trip plans 
write up due   

 
3/1 Final payment due  
 
March     Post-trip team debriefing  

 
What will be expected from you: 
 
Serving in a ministry opportunity such as this one is a privilege that we believe God has given us but 
also expects much from us.  We do not want our ministry trips to be experiences that people take with 
little preparation or processing, causing the trip to be just something that someone “does” and then 
moves on with their life just as before.  In order for this opportunity to be used by God to impact the 
lives of those you will be serving, those you will be working alongside, and your personal walk as well, 
the following will be expected from you: 
 
➢ Personal spiritual preparation: please set aside purposeful time on a consistent basis in the 

months leading up to your departure to pray, journal, read the Scriptures, and practice other 
spiritual disciplines in order to prepare your heart and spirit. 

➢ Prayer partners: each participant will be required to solicit a certain number of prayer partners who 
will commit to praying for you daily during the duration of your trip, regardless of whether you are 
asking for financial contributions from others.  

➢ Physical preparation: Many international experiences push us to our physical limits, and we would 
like for you to take purposeful preparations for such possible challenges – such as increased 
exercise, sleep, changes in diet, etc.  Your trip leader will give you guidelines to help you prepare 
in the coming months. 

➢ Communication: you will be expected to openly communicate with trip leaders, Awaken staff, and 
other team members in regards to your trip preparations, spiritual condition, hardships before, 
during and after the trip, and anything else that may affect your personal or team’s success of this 
trip.  We believe that such open communication and transparency is not only necessary as we 
battle on behalf of Christ, but will establish a team that will support one another in the best way 
possible. 

➢ Post-trip plans: you will be expected to write a plan of how you will debrief/spiritually assess your 
experiences as a team and on your own upon your return home.  This plan will also include ways 
that you will maintain connections with the community you served, follow-up with your prayer and 
financial partners, and other relevant activities. 

  



 

 

 
Application 

Full Name:       

Home #:                       Work #:                        Cell#:      

Street Address:       

City:     State:     Zip:       

Email Address:     

Birthdate:    

Passport #:       Date of Expiration:             Citizenship:      

Relationship to Awaken:          Attender   Other (please explain how you became aware of this trip):       

Your current health:    Excellent    Good    Fair    Poor 

List any extended illness in the last 6 months:        

Do you have any health limitations?         

 
Back problems (lifting restrictions)  Stomach or digestive trouble 
Heart trouble      Respiratory disease 
Kidney disease      Diabetes 
Ear/nose/throat problems    Seizure Disorder or Epilepsy 
Mental health and/or depression   Skin trouble 
Asthma      Pregnancy 
Other illness not listed?________ 

 

Do you have full medical insurance that will be active during the time of your trip? Yes   No 

 

List any medication allergies or environment allergies:        

 

Please list any medications that you are taking (prescription and over the counter):       

 

Do you have any other health problems or issues that could affect your participation?     

  



 

 

What interests you in participating in this ministry trip?  

      

What do you hope to contribute to the team? 

 

What fears, hesitations, or concerns do you have about this trip, if any? 

 

Please give a brief testimony of how you came to know Christ:  

 

Please briefly describe your relationship to Christ currently:   

 

Have you participated in a similar ministry experience in the past?  If so, please describe:       

 

Have you spent time outside of the USA in the past or in national cross-cultural setting, whether in 
ministry or for other reasons?  If so, how did this/these experiences affect you physically, emotionally, 
and spiritually?    

    

List any languages spoken, artistic, musical, cultural, spiritual, teaching, construction, counseling, 
medical, technical skills, or computer skills that might contribute to the team:  

 

Do you plan to cover the costs of this trip on your own, or do you anticipate you will seek financial 
supporters?  

 
 
I acknowledge that the information I have supplied in this application is correct and reflects my 
intentions and current situation.  I also fully understand and accept the policies, expectations, and 
deadlines listed in this application, and promise to adhere to them if accepted to participate in this 
ministry trip. 
 
Electronic Signature:        
 
Date:       
 
 
 
Please return this application Elaine Tymchak at elaine@awakencommunity.com.  


