
To Whom It May Concern:

Restore Church exists so that people far away from God are raised up to new life in Christ. It’s not just a 
mission statement we hang on the wall, it’s part of our method. We will do anything short of sin to reach people 
for Christ. We use creative and catchy sermon series topics to meet felt needs grounded in the Bible, to music 
people know who might not know God yet or be connected to a church, to build a bridge to Jesus. This music is 
not worship music. It is not part of the worship experience in any way. It is before the Worship Experience 
begins, and is intentionally separated from the Worship Experience with a Welcome Worship Opener Video.  
 
The pre-service song filter system: 
 
Level #1 - The lyrics need to easily translate to the spiritual themes that connect to the sermon topics, special 
holiday themes or the overall mission of the church.  
 
We use Philippians 4:8 as a filter system for the lyrics:

Philippians 4:8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such 
things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the 
God of peace will be with you. 
 
Instead of ignoring the messages in the culture we believe God can redeem them through listening and looking 
for spiritual themes in secular songs as well as to connect with the brokenness of humanity that build a bridge 
to God - not away from him.  
 
God works through all kinds of music. We look for the spiritual themes imbedded in these songs, as well as the 
common struggles in them as a platform to point to the God who is greater than the struggle.  
 
Level #2 – The lifestyle of the artist does not have to be godly or publicly have it all together but should not be 
currently distracting to our audience as well as those singing it because of blatant bad choices in the public eye 
or by pushing certain agendas contrary to the Bible. 
 
Some songs might be a good fit but timing might not be right because of the distractions the artist’s lifestyle is 
creating. The song is still a good option but we will shelve it for a later time, and use wisdom when and if we roll 
it out.  
 
Level #3 – The learning curve of the song must be considered in regards to each of the current teams’ abilities. 
 
If a team can't play it, they have freedom to pick from other past pre-service songs, but please give it your best 
shot. We pick the song with a purpose. This is not a place for worship songs or edgy Christian songs! That 
defeats the purpose of the bridge building method with the song. 

To reach people no one is reaching, you have to do things no one is doing. At times, that means making 
Christians feel uncomfortable so that non-Christians feel comfortable. 

To God be the glory in all things! 
 
In Christ,
Pastor Jess 
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