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“No way! Not a chance! I’m outta here!”
I’m not proud to tell you, but that’s pretty much what I said to God when he gave me a job to do. Not
only that, I thought I could run away and hide from God. Duh! How could I
have been so silly? Here’s what happened.

God told me to go to the evil city of Nineveh and tell the people there to stop
sinning. But the people there were really mean. Plus, they were our enemies.
No way did I want to go there! So I got on a boat going in the opposite direc-
tion, hid down below, and thought I was safe. But then there was this huge
storm, and I finally had to tell the sailors that I thought it was my fault
because I was hiding from God. They threw me overboard, and I thought I was
a goner!

But God sent this big fish to swallow me so I wouldn’t drown. ‘Course then God let me stay inside that
fish for three days! Let me tell ya, there’s nothing like living in a smelly fish belly to help you see your
evil ways. I realized how wrong I had been to disobey God, so I prayed and told God I was ready to obey.
Then that fish swam over to the shore and spit me out!

Needless to say, I went straight to Nineveh and told the people to stop sin-
ning or God would destroy them. They listened, and God didn’t hurt their city.
But I have to admit, that made me mad. I guess you could say I didn’t remem-
ber my smelly-belly lesson in the fish very well. I thought it was great that
God had saved me when I disobeyed, but I was mad that he saved the people
of Nineveh. God set me straight again, but that’s another story.
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It wasn’t the sailors’
idea to throw Jonah into

the sea. They didn’t
want to do it. But Jonah

told them to! Read all
about the storm in

JONAH 1:4-17.

No, God didn’t put
Jonah inside another

big fish. But he did
send a worm! Find out

all the details in
JONAH 4.

God Is Tops!

Get a toy top, and set it in front of you on a bare floor.
Spin the top once, and before it stops spinning, tell God
some things you’re sorry for. Spin the top again, and
ask God to forgive you. Spin the top a third time, and
while it’s spinning, thank God for forgiving you.

Remember that God is always willing to
turn us in the right direction!

God turned Jonah around in the right direction.
How many times have you disobeyed God, just to have
him gently turn you around again?cHere’s afun way to 

thank God. 


