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SERMON REFLECTION & DISCUSSION – October 26, 2025
This sermon, for Reformation Sunday, offers a richer understanding of God's grace: that God not only loves us but delights in saving us. The context of John 3:16 with Nicodemus shows that God's people have always struggled to grasp this radical grace.
The Hebrew word for "gracious" implies "delight." Old Testament examples, like Jacob being embraced by Esau, illustrate that God's forgiveness is not reluctant but overflowing with joy.
Ultimately, Christ's death and resurrection were acts of delight. We were saved "Freely Given" by grace because God not only loves us but genuinely likes and delights in having a relationship with us.

Here are the questions for reflection or discussion this week:


1. Do you personally find it easier to focus on your sinfulness and the need for grace, or on God's active delight in extending that grace?
2. God's grace is rooted in His delight. What does it mean for your daily life to know that God doesn't just tolerate you, but actively delights in showing you kindness and forgiveness? (Psalm 145:8)
3. Read Ephesians 2:1-10.  The sermon contrasted living under the "burden" of earning grace with living under the "delight" of free grace. What are some ways you might still unconsciously try to "pay" for your sins today?
4. Esau met Jacob, his deceiver, with grace and delight. How can you practically extend that same kind of delighted, extravagant forgiveness to someone who has wronged you?


