
YOUTH & FAMILY DEVOTION & DISCUSSION – September 21, 2025
PRIMARY SCRIPTURE

1 Corinthians 12:12-31
SECONDARY SCRIPTURES

Romans 12:3-8 and Ephesians 4:3-6  
Dear parents,

We continued our series on the church this week by exploring 1 Corinthians 12:12-31, where the Apostle Paul presents a powerful analogy for the church.

Christians frequently refer to the church as the “body of Christ,” but most of us probably don’t understand the significance of that phrase. God designed the church to be a living, growing, healthy organism, and Paul’s analogy helps us grasp the truth that each Christian is called to play an important role in the church, as your students will discover in this lesson.

Our physical bodies are most effective when all the parts are functioning properly. That’s what it means to be healthy. God has a similar design for the church. The truth is that God’s design for the church has always been for us to work together like a body. In fact, without each other we are not the church. Just like our bodies are not complete without each part, no matter how big or little our part in the church, it is not complete without each person.
This week, I encourage you to talk with your teenager about our lesson. Consider incorporating these questions:

· Some people in churches think that certain people, such as a pastor, play more important roles than other people, such as unpaid volunteers. Do you agree or disagree with that, and why?
· Have you already discovered a role in our church that seems to be a good fit? If so, would you be willing to tell me about it? And if you haven’t found a good way to serve yet, how could I help you take that step?
· In Romans 12, Paul states that we “belong” to each other. What does that communicate to you about the body of Christ?
Have a great week!
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1Corinthians The Problem and The Gospel





SERMON REFLECTION & DISCUSSION – September 21, 2025
This week 1 Corinthians 
unpacks the issue of food sacrificed to idols in 1 Corinthians as a conflict between knowledge and love. Pastor uses the analogy of Dr. Alan Grant from Jurassic Park to show how knowledge can "puff up" and isolate us from others.

Paul argues that while some believers have the "knowledge" that idols are nothing, using this freedom without regard for others' consciences is unloving. Our Christian freedom is not for personal boasting but for the sake of the Gospel.

The sermon concludes that we are called to be like Paul, who gave up his own rights to become "all things to all people" so that they might be saved. Our freedom, won by Christ, is meant to be a tool for humble service, not self-glorification.

Here are the questions for reflection or discussion:


1. Read 1 Corinthians 8. Paul says, "knowledge puffs up, but love builds up." Have you seen a time where knowing the "right" thing seemed more important than love?
2. Read 1 Corinthians 9: 19-23.  What is a "right" you have in Christ that you might be called to give up for the sake of another believer?
3. Read 1 Corinthians 10:31-33.  The final takeaway was to do everything "to the glory of God" and to not cause offense. When we are making decisions together, how can we make sure we are doing so in a way that prioritizes God's glory and shows love to those around us?

