
YOUTH & FAMILY DEVOTION & DISCUSSION – October 19, 2025
Primary Scripture

Acts 1:6-8 
Secondary Scripture

John 1:43-46
Dear parents,
This was our “Going Public” week. We focused this week on the good news of Jesus—what it is and why we need to tell our friends.
Our conversation focused on Acts 1:6-8 and John 1:43-46. Both Scriptures helped our teenagers consider the importance of talking about Jesus with friends, and what that can look like in their lives. Once we have faith, we can help other people—through our actions, our attitudes, and our words—discover why it’s so amazing to be friends with Jesus.
If you get a chance this week, talk to your teen about our discussion. More specifically, here are some great conversation-starters:
· We all know that no human being is perfect, right? So how do our actions, attitudes, and words still point other people to Jesus, even if we’re imperfect?

· What is the hardest part of telling others about your faith in Jesus?

· Is there any way I can help you—maybe by providing a ride for one of your friends to church?

Thanks for allowing us to partner with you to help your child have a deeper, richer friendship with Jesus! 
SERMON REFLECTION & DISCUSSION – October 19, 2025
This week in our study on RICHER Verses the  sermon offers a "richer understanding" of the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20), reframing it from an intimidating command to a victory lap. The key is Christ's opening declaration: "All authority... has been given to me." The mission is not about our effort to win the battle, but about going out in Christ's already-won victory.
The commission is broken down: Baptism is being joined into this victory, and teaching is embodying Christ's love for people (the Golden Rule), rather than mastering doctrine.

The "rock" the church is built on is not our perfection, but people—even "soft rocks" covered by grace. We go, not in fear of failure, but in the certainty that Christ is with us always, embodying His victory in the world.

Here are questions for reflection or discussion this week:

1. Jesus calls us to go make disciples?  How are you part of this mission? Do you find it scary at times? 
2. Read Matthew 28:17-20.  The mission starts with Christ's victory: "All authority... has been given to me." How does knowing that Jesus already has all authority and victory change the way we view our personal challenges, fears, or the mission of sharing our faith? Does it make the Great Commission feel less scary?
3. The sermon emphasized that the "teaching" component is about Jesus' love for you and  loving people (the Golden Rule, Matthew 7:12), not just mastering doctrine. How does this focus change how you approach teaching your faith to others?
4. The Church has a history of making disciples.  The sermon used the history of LCMS education in the south.  What are specific ways we can be "ambassadors of Jesus" or embody His victory and teachings in our specific community, school, or workplace this week?

