
Teen & Family Devotion August 31, 2025

Mark: Spiritual Focus, Physical Realities: The Unassuming King
PRIMARY SCRIPTURE

Mark 11:1-11

Secondary Scriptures
Zechariah 9:9-13; Matthew 21:1-11, Luke 14:25-35; 19:28-44; John 12:12-19
The crowd seemed excited, but the devotion would prove fickle. Many of the people believed Jesus to be the one that would liberate them from Rome’s oppressive hand and restore Israel to the fame of King David’s day. When they realized that wasn’t on Jesus’ agenda, their cheers turned to jeers. Many Bible teachers believe that Judas betrayed Jesus because of this very misunderstanding.

Oftentimes, our devotion is similar. We sing songs of praise, we read our Bible, and we even tell our friends about Jesus. But then he frustrates our expectations or doesn’t give us what we’d like, and things change. People turn away and seek comfort in other things, while others move into spiritual cruise control and lose the vigor they once had. This is why it’s incredibly important to develop a biblical understanding of God—he doesn’t necessarily want us to be healthy and wealthy; he wants to see us conformed to the image of Christ (Galatians 4:19). We should expect God to surprise us, because after all, God’s ways are not our ways (Isaiah 55:8-9).

Questions

· How is Jesus unlike any other movement leader in all of history
· What was the last unexpected, surprising thing Jesus did in your life? 
Continuing the Conversation

Isaiah 55:8-9 reads:

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
    neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
    so are my ways higher than your ways
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.
Oftentimes we live as if God’s ways should be our ways, rather than acknowledging that our ways should be God’s. 

Who would have thought that God would choose to be born in a manger? Who would have thought that Jesus would ride into Jerusalem on a donkey, rather than a warhorse or a chariot? Perhaps God does not need symbols of power because he alone is truly powerful! God doesn’t need to promote or prove himself; God can demonstrate his power through the apparent weakness of the manger, the donkey, and the cross.

Spend some time today and consider this thought: Are you in the habit of asking God to adopt your ways, or are you in the habit of adopting God’s ways? 

All Ages Sermon & Worship  Discussion Questions- August 31, 2025
This sermon clarifies Jesus's statement in Mark 11:24, that "whatever you ask in prayer...it will be yours," by looking at the context, we see this is not a promise for personal gain, but a powerful theological statement.
Jesus cursing a fruitless fig tree and cleansing the temple shows a faithless religious system is failing. When Jesus tells his disciples to have the faith to move a "mountain," he's metaphorically telling them to believe that the old, fruitless temple is being replaced.

The central message is that even when our prayers seem unanswered or things that have been central to our faith fail us, God’s work has not stopped. He continues to offer forgiveness and life through Jesus, who destroyed and rebuilt the "temple" in three days. The ultimate point is that our faith is not in our prayers, but in a God who is always at work.

Questions for reflection and discussion this week:

1. There is disappointment that can come when a deeply desired prayer, especially for healing, seems to go unanswered. Have you ever experienced a time when a prayer felt unheard, and how did you navigate that disappointment?
2. Read Mark 11:12-25.  Jesus described the temple as a "fruitless" institution that needed to be replaced. Can you think of something—perhaps a church, a leader, or a system—that you once put your faith in that you later realized was "fruitless" or failed you?
3. Read Isiah 56:6-7.  What was supposed to happen on the temple mount?  What was happening at the temple mount in the days of Jesus?  How does Jesus ultimately destroy the temple and rebuild it in 3 days?
4. God’s purpose of bringing forgiveness and life to the world through Jesus never stops or changes.  How does that give you hope when the world seems to let you down?  Who can you share that hope and forgiveness with who is going through a rough time today


