Youth & Family Devotion August 10, 2025

Mark: A CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP: The Path to Right Standing With God
Primary Scripture

Mark 7:1-23

Secondary Scripture
Romans 3:20-24

Discussion Questions

· Have you ever felt like you were trying to earn God’s approval? 

· Is it worse to be dirty physically or dirty spiritually
Continuing the Conversation
Have you ever felt like you’ve had to earn God’s approval? Maybe if you just go to church more, or say or do the right things, then God might love you more. This week, as you read through Mark 7 and Romans 3, remember that there is nothing you can do to earn God’s approval. There is no such thing as being “good enough” for God. Remember what Paul said in Romans 3:32 about how everyone has sinned and falls short of God’s glorious standard. As you go through your week, fight the temptation to cover your sin by doing good things. Instead, confess your sin to God and others, turn from your old ways, and rely on that faith in Jesus Christ started at Baptism, that He is the only way to be made right before God.
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Adult & Family Discussion – August 10, 2025
This sermon explores a difficult saying of Jesus from Mark 7, where he seems to insult a Syrophoenician woman by calling her a "dog." We discover the context by examining the religious leaders' obsession with their own traditions and purity, which they used to create a clear divide between "insiders" (themselves) and "outsiders." Jesus condemns this behavior, stating that sin from the heart is what truly defiles a person.

We then turns to the challenging encounter with the Gentile woman. By calling her a "dog," Jesus initially appears to be doing the very thing he just condemned the Pharisees for: making her an outsider. However, the woman's response brilliantly flips the script. Recognizing her status as an outsider, she says, "Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs." Her profound faith reveals that even the "crumbs" of Jesus' grace are more than enough.

The sermon highlights this theme of "crumbs" by connecting it to the two feeding miracles in Mark: the feeding of the 5,000 (Jews) and the feeding of the 4,000 (Gentiles). While the first feeding was for the "children," the second miracle in a Gentile region shows that even the "leftovers" or "crumbs" of Jesus' grace are enough to satisfy and sustain a massive crowd of "outsiders."

The key takeaway is that in God's "backwards, beautiful kingdom," we don't become insiders by being worthy or pushing others away. Instead, we become insiders because Jesus himself went "low," becoming an outsider on the cross for us. Jesus' grace, like the crumbs that satisfied the woman and the 4,000, is more than enough to make anyone, even those who feel like outsiders, a true insider and child of God.

Here are the questions for discussion or reflection:

1. What’s the worst name you’ve been called?  How did it make you feel?
2. Read Mark 7:24-30. What does the Syrophoenician woman's faith—believing even crumbs are enough—teach us about God's grace?
3. The feeding of the 4,000 (Mark 8:1-10) follows the story of the Syrophoenician woman. How does that larger context enhance your view of Jesus's mission?
4. Jesus became an outsider for you on the cross to make you an insider. What does it mean to be an "insider" in God's family?  How does His sacrifice change the way you see others?

