
LOOKING AROUND
Take a moment and think about your mountain of moral debt that 
Jesus canceled through his sacrifice on the cross.  

•    How are you like the forgiven servant in the Matthew 18 parable?

•    If you have said “yes” to Jesus, you have been forgiven a high 
moral debt. In light of this truth, how should we treat people who 
have sinned against us (our debtors)? 

•    Unpack the emotions you believe Jesus is trying to evoke in the 
hearts of the listeners of this parable.

•   What keeps us from forgiving others a rather small debt, even 
though we have been forgiven an extremely larger debt?

Share a time when you did not forgive someone else and how 
this impacted you, your relationship with God, or your relationship       
with others.

Recall and express a situation where someone refused to forgive 
you and the consequences of this unforgiveness.

LOOKING UP
PAIR UP WITH TWO OTHERS IN YOUR GROUP. 

Spend time in prayer celebrating the gift Jesus offered when he 
died on the cross in your place to cancel the debt of your sins.

LOOKING OUT
Because the call of Jesus to forgive is so clear, we are driven 
forward on our journey of forgiveness. Make a list of people you 
have not been able to forgive. Then, begin to ask God for the 
strength and courage to extend forgiveness.             

LOOKING AT
READ THE FOLLOWING VERSE OUT LOUD. 
EXAMINE AND SHARE WHAT IT MEANS TO YOU. 

“And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” 
MATTHEW 6:12 [NKJV]

LOOKING IN
SHARE YOUR RESPONSES TO THE FOLLOWING:

•    What does it mean to be a debtor?

•    What does it mean to have debtors? 

•    What is Jesus asking us to pray?

Maybe the simplest way to explain this is in the arena of finances. 
However, in this prayer, Jesus is addressing another kind of debt. It 
is the debt of sin and moral failure. We all have a mountain of moral 
debt against God and other people that we are unable to pay off. 

•    How have you experienced the rule “You owe, you pay” in your 
financial life or in some other area of life?  

                                                                                         
READ OUT LOUD MATTHEW 18:21-35.

•    What kind of responses and emotions arise when you read this 
passage?

•    Imagine you are one of the characters in the Matthew 18 parable. 
From your perspective, what happened in the story and what new 
insight have you gleaned from this parable?

•    The king in the parable is a picture of God. Our sin against a 
perfect and holy God has created a debt bigger than we can 
imagine. How would God be justified and fair if he decided to 
enforce the “You owe….you pay” rule? Contact our Pastor of Spiritual Growth 

Jeanne Moore at jmoore@vccindy.org.

TALKITOVER

EXTREME FORGIVENESS
MARCH 25 & 26, 2017

QUESTIONS?


