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Start Sharing
•      Scripture says that Jesus faced all manner of trials. Describe a difficult trial 

that you have experienced. 

•      Did you feel like God was delaying much too long to answer your need? 
What emotions did that evoke in you? Were you able to trust God even in 
the delay?

•      Where were you able to see the Kingdom of God break through?

•      In spite of Lazarus coming back to life, consider the fact that he still had 
grave clothes on that needed removed. Think about what grave clothes 
you desire to break free from and share with your group. What’s holding 
you back from totally shedding those dead threads?

•      What practical steps could you take to move towards removing your    
grave clothes?

Start Praying
PAIR UP WITH TWO OTHERS IN YOUR GROUP:

Start by thanking God for what he's done in your life. Allow your heart to be filled 
with love. Then ask God for understanding on a trial you may be in right now. Ask 
him for the ability to trust him. Next, ask God what "grave clothes" you might still 
be wearing. Pray for each other that God would help remove those grave clothes.

Start Doing
This week, start each morning with five "thank you prayers" to God. Allow the 
gratitude that he gives you help to unravel those old grave clothes. 

Start Talking
The focal point of our faith is often the humiliation of our 
God. A man who had no fault about him was brought 
through an unjust trial, beaten, whipped, and ultimately 
crucified. In the Hebrew Scriptures (what we call the Old 
Testament), the prophet Isaiah writes:

But he was pierced for our transgressions; he 
was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his 
wounds we are healed.
Isaiah 53:5 (ESV) 

Jesus died, but didn't take death lying down. He rose from 
the dead and defeated Satan, sin, and death. Even when his 
friend Lazarus had died, Jesus fought back against death
and raised Lazarus back to life, foreshadowing his
own resurrection.

Start Thinking
READ THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE TOGETHER:

John 11:17-27

In this passage Jesus says he is "the resurrection and the life" 
and Martha calls him "the Son of God, who is coming into 
the world" (emphasis added). In Jesus' day, there was a lot of 
debate on what the resurrection of the dead meant (would 
it happen now with the Messiah or in the "last days", would 
the whole person be resurrected or just the soul, etc.) Jesus 
comes on the scene and defines the belief by his claim 
that HE is the resurrection and gives a clear and definitive 
picture of it by bringing Lazarus back to life and making him 
completely whole. 

This miracle shows heaven breaking in. This shows the now 
and not yet kingdom coming into the world. It shows us 
that Jesus is the bridge between the realities of life and 
death. If we simply focus on Jesus, our worldview gets the 
right view.  

Contact our Pastor of Spiritual Growth Jeanne Moore at jmoore@vccindy.org.
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