
VINEYARD
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Start Sharing
Advent begins! The Advent season includes the four weeks leading up to 
Christmas Day where we prepare to celebrate the first coming of the Son 
of God, Jesus Christ, to save us. Advent helps us intentionally remember the 
greatness of Jesus’ first coming. As we enter into this season, let’s prioritize 
and focus on the most important things, just as Mary did. Let’s celebrate 
this season through worship, simplicity (this includes contentment and 
thankfulness), generosity, and love. 

•       What’s the best part of Christmas?

•       What’s the worst part about Christmas?

•       It seems as though we eventually run out of time to get everything done 
during this time of year. What are some examples of this being true in 
your life? 

•       How could you change your focus away from the chaos and towards the 
true reason for the season?

Start Praying
PAIR UP WITH TWO OTHERS AND PRAY.
Jesus, we thank you that you are the true reason for the season! Show us
how you’d like us to celebrate you! Help us learn how to fully worship you!
Spur our hearts towards extravagant generosity, and love this Christmas season 
and beyond!

Start Doing
Commit to stepping out of your comfort zone this Christmas season.
You can do this by taking part in one of our outreaches this December.
Go to vccindy.org/connect/outreach to sign up!

Start Talking
God had been quiet for 400 years on earth. No burning bushes. No 
splitting seas. No visions. No dreams. No messages or prophets . . . 
just silence. Then, in a magnificent yet unsuspecting way, a word
—but not just a word, The Word came. At the time, the event seemed 
inconsequential to all but a blue-collar carpenter and his teenage 
bride. Jesus’ birth was unspectacular, yet His presence dispelled 
darkness and cast an inescapable ray of light across history, past, 
present and the future. 

Mary was the first to hear the news. In the midst of wedding plans 
and setting up house, the angel Gabriel pronounced that she had 
been chosen to give birth to the Son of God. Nothing could have 
been further from her mind . . . or her to do list. Mary was engaged 
and a virgin. The power of the Most High would take care of 
everything, he said. So Mary rejoiced! She accepted her position as 
God’s servant and praised Him with purest trust in His plan. 

Put yourself in Mary’s sandals. What do you believe your reaction 
would have been to Gabriel’s news?

Start Thinking
READ THE FOLLOWING VERSES:

Luke 1:46-55 (ESV)

Mary broke out into a song of praise when she learned that she 
would be the one who would give birth to the Messiah. She 
expressed faith in what God was planning to do and realized that she 
didn't need to know all the details, but could trust God. Mary knew 
that God is good and had good intentions for her, Joseph, and the 
baby to be born.

Contact our Pastor of Spiritual Growth Jeanne Moore at jmoore@vccindy.org.
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