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As Jesus was walking along, he saw
a man named Matthew sitting at his tax

collector’s booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,”
Jesus said to him. So Matthew got up and followed
him. Later, Matthew invited Jesus and his disciples
to his home as dinner guests, along with many tax 

collectors and other disreputable sinners. But when the 
Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does 
your teacher eat with such scum?” When Jesus heard 
this, he said, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick 

people do.” Then he added, “Now go and learn the 
meaning of this Scripture: ‘I want you to show mercy,

not offer sacrifices.’ For I have come to call not
those who think they are righteous, but

those who know they are sinners.” 
Matthew 9:9-13 (NLT)

To Connect With People . . . 

1.  Choose ___________________________________.

When he looked out over the crowds, his heart broke. 
So confused and aimless they were, like sheep with no 
shepherd.              
Matthew 9:36 (MSG)

If you love only the people who love you, you will get no 
reward. Even the tax collectors do that.               
Matthew 5:46 (NCV)

2.  Take ______________________________________.

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced 
that one died for all.           
2 Corinthians 5:14A (NIV)

Whatever a person is like, I try to find common ground 
with him so that he will let me tell him about Christ and 
let Christ save him.              
1 Corinthians 9:22B (TLB)

3.  Create ____________________________________.

Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; 
let us show the truth by our actions. 
1 John 3:18 (NLT)

May the Lord make your love for one another and for
all people grow and overflow, just as our love for
you overflows.         
1 Thessalonians 3:12 (NLT)

All the believers devoted themselves to
the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to

sharing in meals . . . and to prayer. A deep sense of 
awe came over them all, and the apostles performed 

many miraculous signs and wonders. And all the 
believers met together in one place and

shared everything they had. 
Acts 2:42-44 (NLT)

CONNECT                                            SEPTEMBER 16 & 17, 2017

WEEKEND MUSIC: 
Never Stop (Michael Gungor) • Faithful to the End (Bethel Music)

Good Good Father (Housefires) • Make Us One (Kim Walker-Smith)
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