


A Note From The Vineyard  Staff
Advent is a call to followers of Christ to remember the 

birth of the Savior. The word advent stems from a Latin 

word that means “coming” or “arrival.” Its purpose is to 

help believers remain focused on the birth of Christ and 

Jesus’ glorious return.

The Advent season is divided into four weeks, and each 

week features a different liturgical theme. The first week 

remembers the hope and expectation of the Jewish 

people as they looked forward to the Savior’s arrival — 

and it also reminds believers today to wait expectantly 

for Jesus’ second coming. The second week focuses on 

preparation for the Messiah; over many centuries, God 

prepared the hearts of the Jews for Christ’s coming, just 

as He is now working in our hearts to prepare us for 

Christ’s second coming. The third week joyfully celebrates 

the coming of the Messiah, and the final week celebrates 

God’s peace and love. Each week contains one devotional 

which can be read anytime throughout the week.

It’s our prayer that through this beautiful season, your 

heart will be renewed and reminded of the beauty of our 

Savior, Jesus.



Light of  the World
An Advent Devotional

“The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.” 

John 1:5 (NIV)
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Opening Scripture

The people who walk in darkness

    will see a great light.

For those who live in a land of deep darkness,

    a light will shine.

You will enlarge the nation of Israel,

    and its people will rejoice.

They will rejoice before you

    as people rejoice at the harvest

    and like warriors dividing the plunder.

For you will break the yoke of their slavery

    and lift the heavy burden from their shoulders.

You will break the oppressor’s rod,

    just as you did when you destroyed the army of Midian.

The boots of the warrior

    and the uniforms bloodstained by war

will all be burned.

    They will be fuel for the fire.

For a child is born to us,
    a son is given to us.
The government will rest on his shoulders.

    And he will be called:

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

His government and its peace

    will never end.

He will rule with fairness and justice

from the throne of his ancestor David

    for all eternity.

The passionate commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies

    will make this happen!

Isaiah 9:2-7 (NLT)

Hope In Expectation
Week 1



Devotional

These words from Isaiah, written about a coming Hope and 

Rescuer, sat dormant for 700 years. For generations, the nation of 

Israel waited for the fulfillment of God’s promise. They awaited a 

King that would set them free. A King who would bring hope into 

hopelessness. A King who would shine light into darkness. They 

suffered through oppression from foreign nations, the ridicule of their 

neighbors, and only silence from Heaven for decades. And then . . . 

the Light came.

Jump To The Present

Take an inventory of your own heart right now. In what areas of 

your life do you feel stressed, worried, afraid, or discouraged? What 

promises from God are you still waiting on to be fulfilled? Is there 

anything in your life that feels too dark for God’s light to overcome? 

Now take all of those worries, disappointments, and stresses and 

pray, “God, bring your light and life into each of these areas in my 

life.” Repent for any way that you have given up on God’s promises in 

your life and ask Him to reveal His perfect perspective. 

Take time to thank God for His faithfulness; how He has provided 

for you in the past, for His sacrifice on the cross, and for His promise 

to be faithful in the future. Thank Him for His coming breakthrough 

in the areas that are bringing you fear and worry. Choose today to 

celebrate His goodness even in the waiting!

Closing Scriptures

“For your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom. You rule throughout all 

generations. The Lord always keeps his promises; he is gracious in 

all he does.”

Psalm 145:13 (NLT)

“Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we

do not see.”

Heberews 11:1 (NIRV)



Opening Scripture

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel 

Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be 

married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David.

The virgin’s name was Mary. 

The angel went to her and said,

“Greetings, you who are highly favored!  The Lord is with you.”

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of 

greeting this might be. 

But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found 

favor with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are 

to call him Jesus. 

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 

The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 

and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom

will never end.”

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, 

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 

So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 

Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, 

and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month.

For no word from God will ever fail.”

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. 

“May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Then the angel left her.

Luke 1:26-38 (NIV)

Peace In Preparation
Week 2



Devotional

When the nation of Israel was expecting a magnificent ruler robed 

in grandeur and power, God instead redefined what true rulership 

looks like. He chose weakness, frailty, and dependency. The woman 

who was destined to carry the King was not selected because of her 

position, riches, or reputation, but simply because of the purity of her 

heart. She was qualified by her heart’s “yes” to God.

The advent season is a time of preparation; both in remembering 

the anticipation of the Jewish people for the Savior, and now in our 

expectancy for God’s kingdom breaking through and for Christ’s 

eventual return. As we continually prepare our hearts to welcome 

the King, we are invited to walk day-by-day with the Prince of Peace. 

He offers us a peace that goes beyond understanding. This peace 

seems impossible when we look at our circumstances alone, but 

when we fix our eyes on Jesus and the hope that we have in Him, 

peace becomes our new normal.

Jump To The Present

In the busyness of the Christmas season, it’s so easy to lose our 

peace amid the endless list of things to do. What’s the solution?

We put our attention back on Jesus. 

Take these phrases from Mary’s encounter with the angel and make 

them your own. In the first phrase, write your name instead of Mary’s. 

In the second phrase, replace Mary’s hesitation with something that 

is stealing your peace today. Then read these promises out loud to 

yourself. The promises of God to Mary are promises to us today! 

“Do not be afraid, _________________, for you have found 

favor with God.”

“How can this be, since _____________________________.  

The angel replied to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come on you and the 

power of the most High will overshadow you.’”



Prayer

“Jesus, thank you for your perfect peace which is greater than any 

circumstance I could ever face. Thank you for your empowerment 

and how your kingdom is continually breaking through in our lives. 

I repent for the times that I’ve taken my eyes off of you and placed 

them on everything going on around me. I put my attention back on 

you. Prince of Peace, would you prepare my heart to look more and 

more like you. You are my king!”

Closing Scriptures

“And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Philippians 4:7 (NIV)

Peace In Preparation
Week 2 (continued)







Opening Scripture

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, 

keeping watch over their flocks at night. 

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified. 

But the angel said to them, 

“Do not be afraid. 

I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 

he is the Messiah, the Lord. 

This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared 

with the angel, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests .”

When they had seen him (Jesus), 

they spread the word concerning what had been told to them

about this child, 

and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds

said to them.

Luke 2:8-14; 17-18 (NIV)

Joy In Celebration
Week 3



Devotional

How do you react when you receive great news? Do you smile? 

Dance? Tell everyone about it? Immediately post about it on 

Instagram, Facebook, Snapchat, Twitter, and the rest of the internet? 

All of these (except maybe the social media) are hardwired reactions 

inside of us when we receive good news. In every culture around the 

world, celebrating the good is universal! 

Shepherds back in the day of Jesus were not exactly highly admired 

people. In fact, being a shepherd was one of the lowest positions 

in Jewish society. Yet, these shepherds were chosen by God to 

carry the joy of Jesus’ birth. Over and over throughout scripture, 

God chooses to use the least qualified people to carry the greatest 

messages.

Jump To The Present

Just like the shepherds, each of us have our own unique story of 

meeting Jesus. Take a minute and reflect on the first time that you 

experienced Jesus for yourself. What was it like feeling His love for 

the first time? Do you remember the joy? Sit quietly before God for a 

few moments. Ask Him to restore you to that initial joy and adventure 

that you felt when you first started following Him. 

As we are reminded of the joy of following Jesus, we’re also 

reminded of the people in our lives who have never experienced 

the joy of knowing their creator. Take a minute to pray for one or two 

people in your life that don’t know Jesus yet. How can you spread 

the joy and love of Jesus to them this Christmas?

Closing Scriptures

Restore to me the joy of your salvation . . .”

Psalm 51:12A (NIV)

Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though 

you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 

inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of 

your faith, the salvation of your souls.

1 Peter 1:8-9 (NIV)



Opening Scripture

In those days 

Caesar Augustus issued a decree 

that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 

(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria.)  And everyone went to their own town to register.

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 

because he belonged to the house and line of David. 

He went there to register with Mary, 

who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 

and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.

She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 

because there was no guest room available for them.

Luke 2:1-7 (NIV)

But when the right time came, 

God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. 

God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, 

so that he could adopt us as his very own children. 

And because we are his children, 

God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 

prompting us to call out, “Abba, Father.” 

Now you are no longer a slave but God’s own child.

And since you are his child, God has made you his heir.

Galatians 4:4-8 (NLT)

Love In Perfection
Christmas Day



Devotional

Wow! The day is here! Christmas has arrived and gifts are being 

opened. Far more importantly than any gift under the tree, we are 

thankful today for the greatest gift ever given: Jesus. Born in a 

humble stable to a seemingly insignificant carpenter and his wife, 

Love himself entered the world. 

Just as Jesus became a child, we celebrate today that we ourselves 

have now become children of God. Through Jesus, we have been 

adopted by the King of all creation! This is the greatest news ever 

recorded! Today, your Father is looking at you and saying, “You are 

my child. I love you. I am fighting for you. I will never leave you. I will 

never turn my back on you.” 

Jesus, the light of the world, now invites us to join with Him in 

illuminating every corner of the earth. As sons and daughters of the 

kingdom, we carry the same hope and light inside of us that Jesus 

carried when He appeared on Christmas morning.

Jump To The Present

The Bible says that “perfect love casts out all fear.” In what areas 

of your heart and mind right now do you need to experience God’s 

perfect love. Take a moment to invite the Holy Spirit to replace all 

fear in you with the love of Jesus. Ask Him to illuminate the darkness 

of fear with the light of His love! 

In your daily life, where is God calling you to be His light?

What situations, people, or places need to experience God’s 

overwhelming love today? 

Prayer

“Jesus, thank you for your overwhelming love. Thank you for coming 

to earth to show us what true love looks like. Today as I interact

with family and friends, help me to love them the same way that

you love me.”






