
WORD POWER 
 

PART 2: TAMING THE TONGUE 
James 3:1-12 

 
 
 

1. The tongue is small but it’ powerful.  
 
Likewise, the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider 
what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark.  James 3:5 
 
 

2. The tongue is necessary, but it’s dangerous  
 
The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the 
whole body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. 
James 3:6 
 

3. The tongue is helpful, but it’s inconsistence  
 
With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse human beings, who 
have been made in God’s likeness. 10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. 
My brothers and sisters, this should not be. 11 Can both fresh water and salt water flow 
from the same spring? 12 My brothers and sisters, can a fig tree bear olives, or a 
grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water. James 3:9-12 

FOUR QUESTIONS TO ASK BEFORE SPEAKING: 

1. Is it true? 
2. Is it confidential?  
3. Is it necessary? 
4. Is it edifying? 

________________ 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Why do you think James says the tongue so destructive? 
2. Give some examples from the Bible or your own experience about the 

destructive power of the tongue. 
3. What is an example of sinful speech that you sometimes struggle with? 
4. God created the world with His words. In what sense do we create the world we 

live in with ours? Do you believe that is a good thing, or a bad thing? How do we 
make it a good thing?  

5. What are some practical ways that you can use your words for good? 
6. The Holy Spirit wants to help us in every area of our lives, including bridling our 

tongues. How can we access his help and power in this area? 


