
SAVE THE DATES  

òNIGHT AT THE RACESó 

BEEFSTEAK  

Thursday,  

February 26  

6:30 PM  

 
DETAILS  

INSIDE  

19TH ANNUAL  

DINNER DANCE  

Friday, April 24  

6:00 PM  
DETAILS INSIDE  

GOLF OUTING  

Ridgewood Country Club  

Monday, June 8 ñ 11:00 AM  

The Oasis Workplace Readiness Program (OWRP) recently graduated a class well -prepared to 

enter the workforce. The program, designed to help women find and secure meaningful 

employment, focuses on resume writing and interview preparation while helping women identify 

their skill sets and regain their confidence.  

Women attending classes at Oasis live in poverty and face many challenges on a daily basis, 

including transportation, child care and healthcare, all which threatened their successful 

completion of the class. This group of women, however, were very determined and persevered 

through the 8 week session. As one graduate said, òthis class motivated me to want to get a job.ó  

Tamik, a recent graduate, had lost a temp job and was not having much success finding full -time 

employment when she found Oasis. After completing the program she remarked òIõm pretty 

confident that when I go on my next interview Iõm going to get the job.ó Due to the skills she 

learned in class and her renewed confidence, Tamik recently accepted a full -time position at a 

fashionable clothing manufacturer.  

Elaine, another graduate, told Oasis when she arrived for help that after many interviews, "no one 

was calling me back.  I wanted to know what was wrong with my resume. I tried fixing it and got 

outside opinions, but it wasn't working." Elaine had been out of work for two years when she 

enrolled in class at Oasis. On the day of graduation, she was beaming with confidence and 

determination. Within weeks of graduation, Elaine had a successful interview and was hired as a 

full time Office Assistant at a food company in Secaucus.  

In addition to Tamik and Elaine, six other women so far have found full -time employment as a 

result of attending Oasisõ program. OWRP is funded in part through a Community Development 

Block Grant from the City of Paterson and includes internship opportunities for graduates to work 

at Oasis as kitchen and maintenance staff.  
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The mission of Oasis  is to change the lives of women 

and children by breaking the cycle of poverty through 

compassionate programs designed to feed, clothe, 

educate and empower women and children in need.  
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CHANGING LIVES ONE W OMAN AND CHILD AT A TIME  

The November 2014 graduating class of Oasis Workplace Readiness Students  

with teacher Carol Dunnington (fifth from left).  
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The Board of Directors is pleased to announce that as of February 2015, Sister Gloria Perez will assume the role of Direc-

tor of Education at Oasis. Sister Gloria brings expertise to Oasisõ educational programs, having served as the Principal of 

Paterson Catholic for many years. As Sister Gloria takes a step towards retirement by assuming this part -time position, 

we are grateful she will remain an integral part of the Oasis team.  

Beginning February 2, 2015, Jennifer Brady will join Oasis as the Executive Director. Jennifer has 27 yearsõ experience 

working in the non -profit sector, most recently as the Director of Fund Development at Help From People to People in 

Rockland County, NY. Jennifer has been a member of the Oasis Board of Directors since 2004, and has served as Presi-

dent of the Board for the past four years. òI am humbled and grateful to have this opportunity to work with the dedicated 

staff and volunteers at Oasis, and to guide Oasisõ work to help the poor and lift women and children out of poverty.ó 

Please join us is congratulating both Sister Gloria and Jennifer in their new roles at Oasis. Thank you, as always, for 

your continued commitment to our mission, and may God bless you in the new year.  

The Oasis Board of Directors  
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11TH  ANNUAL  OKTOBERFEST  H ONORS  M AUREEN  AND  FRANK  B IVONA  

Gold Sponsors  

The Bebe Foundation  

The Bivona Family  

Columbia Bank  

The Granatell Family  

Machinery Services Corp.  

Rapid Pump and Meter Service  

Valley Stables Food & Drink  

Warner Music Group  
 

Silver Sponsors  

Atlantic Stewardship Bank  

The Buchanan Family  

Health and Wellness Partners  

JP Morgan Chase  

Railroad Construction Company  

The Rohde Family  

Smith -Sondy Asphalt Construction  

 

Bronze Sponsors  

Boswell Engineering       CCTNYNJ  

FIJI Water             Edward & Ruth Hennessy    

Indian Trail Club       Dick & Gail Robbins  

The Salameno Family       Shop-Rite of Wayne  

Shop-Rite of Fair Lawn     Topcon America Corp.  

 

The Big Tent at McBride Field, Franklin Lakes was packed with the 

largest crowd yet ñclose to 625 peopleð on Friday, October 17 for the 

annual fundraiser for the women and children of Oasis. This year, 

the Patricia McLaughlin Spirit of Oasis Award was presented to 

Frank and Maureen Bivona of Franklin Lakes. The night included 

German food and drink, an Oompa Band, and Big Convention.  

This event could not have happened without the generosity of the 

Market Basket and the Chernalis Family ñTony and Phyllis, Mark, 

and Susan Buchanan. Thanks as well to John Merkovsky, raffle 

winner, who donated the winnings back to Oasis! Finally, Oasis is 

also grateful for the sponsors of the event, listed below. We are truly 

blest that this fun tradition continues year after year!  

Top row : Sister Gloria 

Perez, Honorees  

Maureen and Frank 

Bivona, Board Member 

Bill McLaughlin;  

Middle row : Ray Van 

Duren, Tony  

Chernalis, and Rodger 

Rohde; Oktoberfest 

wine glasses; Bottom 

row: Attendees enjoy 

the German feast!  
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Oasis hosted its annual Thanksgiving meal 

and turkey giveaway on Tuesday, November 

25, 2014. We served our largest crowd yet, with 

nearly 1,000 meals served to the Oasis adult 

education students and to women and children 

from the greater Paterson community. Our 

helpers in the dining room included employees 

from BD, Health and Wellness Partners, and 

staff from the Lieutenant Governorõs office.  

Employees from UPS staffed the turkey and 

food bag distribution outside. Over 1200 tur-

keys were donated from various organizations 

such as St. Francis Food Pantries, UPS and St. 

Elizabethõs Church, Wyckoff.  The delicious 

turkey -and-fixings meal was donated by The 

Market Basket.  

We were also joined in service by elected offi-

cials throughout the state, including New Jer-

sey Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno; State Senator 

Nellie Pou; State Assemblywoman Shavonda 

Sumter; Paterson Mayor Jose Torres; and 

Paterson City Councilman Andre Sayegh.  

Top row : Sister Gloria introduced special servers 

Assemblywoman Shavonda Sumter, Senator 

Nellie Pou, Paterson Mayor Jose òJoeyó Torres, 

and Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno. Second row, left : 

Some of the 40 volunteers from BD plated meals. 

Second row, right : UPS employees from the 

Wayne office provided turkeys and food bags. 

Third row, left : Lt. Governor Guadagno and her 

staff served at Oasis as part of the Christie Ad-

ministrationõs òSeason of Service.ó Third row, 

right : One of the close to 100 beautiful children 

we fed throughout the day. Bottom row, left : A 

family of guests enjoyed the meal from the Mar-

ket Basket. Bottom row, middle : Workplace 

Readiness graduate Elaine Gonzalez with her 

son. Bottom row, right : Members of the Paterson 

community lined up around the block for the  

special meal and turkey giveaway.  


