
SAVE THE DATES 

22ND ANNUAL  

GALA OF HOPE 

The Venetian 

Garfield, NJ 

Friday, April 27, 2018 

501auctions.com/oasis 

 

 11TH ANNUAL  

GOLF OUTING 

Ridgewood Country Club 

Paramus, NJ 

Monday, June 11, 2018 

501auctions.com/oasisgolf 

 

4TH ANNUAL  

SPORTING CLAYS CLASSIC 

Hudson Farm Club 

Andover, NJ 

Thursday, September 27, 2018 
Online registration coming soon 

 

Stress gets in the way of learning: It interferes with memory and affects thinking. Children 

from poor families are much more likely than their wealthier peers to experience chronic 

stress. For the students at Oasis, this stress may come from food insecurity, unstable housing, 

or the everyday reality of parents working multiple jobs and being unable to help with 

homework. But supportive adults can buffer the stress for poor children and lessen 

its negative impacts. This is exactly what Tahsina Ahmed, Oasis social worker, does 

every day for the children in our Michael Wagner After-School Academy. 

 

Tahsina stands at the Oasis front door at 3 pm, waiting for the children to arrive and greeting 

them as they come in. By 3:30pm, her room is flooded with children coming to see her, many 

bringing with them very real problems. At 4:30pm every day she conducts workshops with 

each class level, helping the children manage powerful emotions, like anger, and develop the 

social skills needed to interact well with their teachers, friends, and family members.  

 

Tahsina’s workshops are highly responsive. She opens discussions, sometimes through play, 

and waits to hear what concerns the children bring up on any given day. She might work 

intensively with a small group on a specific problem that has arisen. She meets with the 

youngest children, kindergarten through second grade, one-on-one or in very small groups. 

Children in greatest need of support check-in with her daily when they arrive.   

 

Poverty is stressful, and stress hurts children not only emotionally, but cognitively as well. 

Here at Oasis, our staff and volunteers devote themselves to providing low-income children 

with the warm and supportive relationships they need to buffer the stress and reduce its 

consequences. “I am working to immerse myself into the world of these children” says 

Tahsina. “My greatest concern is to assure them that I am a person they can talk to 

and confide in.”  

 

The children do talk to and confide in Oasis Social Worker Tahsina Ahmed. This makes a 

difference.  (Learn more about this program in Jen Brady’s letter inside.) 

59 Mill Street, Paterson, NJ  07501  973.881.8307  www.OASISNJ.org 

The mission of Oasis  is to change the lives of women 

and children by breaking the cycle of poverty through 

compassionate programs designed to feed, clothe, 

educate and empower women and children in need. 

SPRING 2018 

CHANGING LIVES ONE WOMAN AND CHILD AT A TIME 

TACKLING STRESS AFTER SCHOOL 

6TH ANNUAL “NIGHT AT THE 

RACES” BEEFSTEAK 

THANKS FROM ISABELLE 

SUPPORT FROM THE  

COMMUNITY 

OASIS ORBITERS  

ROBOTICS TEAM 

MESSAGE FROM OUR 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

LUNCHES WITH LOVE 

GALA/GOLF 



CHANGING LIVES ONE WOMAN AND CHILD AT A TIME  SPRING 2018  

Oasis is proud of the academic enhancements we have instituted this school year in the Michael Wagner After-School 

Academy. But we are also immensely proud of the social-emotional support we now provide our students through the 

work of Oasis Social Worker Tahsina Ahmed, whom you read about on the front page. 

Bullying—name-calling, gossiping, exclusion, and even hitting—is one of the most persistent problems our After-School 

children bring to Tahsina. Many are targeted continually, often taunted about their racial or ethnic  

identity. The aggression leaves them feeling frightened, marginalized, and discouraged. Tahsina helps them understand 

their emotions and perhaps most importantly, guides them towards an appropriate response. She works with the  

children to submit an online harassment and bullying report form through the school district. This teaches them how to 

take effective action to protect themselves and gives them a sense of empowerment.   

 

A few children have also approached Tahsina with issues of sexual assault. In addition to providing one-on-one support, 

she developed and has carried out a sexual violence workshop for sixth graders in which the teens can speak openly 

about issues of dating, consent, coercion, and physical boundaries. She is adapting the workshop to introduce the ideas to 

fifth graders and is creating other programs on self-worth and body image specifically for teens and preteens.  While 

there is more work to do, our children’s emotional health is a high priority at Oasis.  It is only through the 

support of our friends that we can expand our programs and provide these essential services. Thank you! 

MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR JENNIFER BRADY 
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SUPPORT FROM THE COMMUNITY 

We’re off to a great start in 2018 with the support of so many friends! 1) The Women’s Group of  Maser  

Consulting ran a baby item drive for Oasis, collecting thousands of diapers and over $6,500 in donations at a  

reception featuring New Jersey Senate Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg. 2) Volunteer coordinators Signe Howard (l) 

and Barbara Loscalzo (r) received a $3,000 donation from Interchem/IMP Digital Studios owners Joe Pizza (second from 

left) and Ron Mannino (second from right). 3) Kevin Lynch, Chairman, President and CEO of Oritani Bank, toured  

Oasis with Jen Brady after providing a $25,000 grant in support of the Oasis soup kitchen. 4) The Knights of Columbus 

of the Church of St. Elizabeth in Wyckoff generously provided 132 new coats to the children of Oasis. 5) Ryan Peene of 

Sussex Bank visited with a donation of $3,000 from the SB Foundation. 6) Padma Raju represented the Raju/McNamara 

families, who generously collected $2,000 for the Nurturing Center in lieu of gifts for Anusha and Conor’s baby shower. 

1 2 

3 

4 
5 6 



PAGE 3 SPRING 2018  CHANGING LIVES ONE WOMAN AND CHILD AT A TIME  

ANOTHER FANTASTIC “NIGHT AT THE RACES” 

Many thanks to all who joined us at the 

Brownstone on February 8 to bet on the 

ponies and win tricky tray prizes. It was 

our largest crowd yet! Thanks too to all 

who donated or wrapped baskets—we are 

so grateful for your generosity! 

Event Sponsor 

BD 
 

Race Sponsor 

Benjamin Moore & Co. 

Machinery Services/Rapid Pump & Meter 

Quest Diagnostics 

Railroad Construction Co. 
 

Winner’s Circle Sponsor 

Maser Consulting 

OASIS ORBITERS It’s been an exciting year for the Oasis  

Orbiters, our inaugural First Tech  

Challenge competition level team. Led by 

volunteer coach Sharon Mistretta, the team 

participated in their first competition in 

January, placing 16th in a field of 30 teams. 

We are so proud of them! The students not 

only had to perform certain tasks with their 

robot, but explain their performance and the 

building of their robot to a panel of judges. 

 

The Orbiters have also built partnerships 

with other local teams, allowing them to 

learn from more experienced competitors. 

For example, Team JDroids from Wayne, 

NJ, has mentored the Orbiters over the past 

two years, helping them build, program, and 

strategize. Team Cruise Control from  

Flanders, NJ, invited the Orbiters to  

participate in the 2nd Annual RoboExpo 

event at the Rockaway Simon Mall in 

March, where our team showcased their 

robotics skills (pictured, left).  

 

Thanks, Sharon, and way to go, Orbiters! 
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Many thanks to all those who donated a  

“LUNCHES WITH LOVE”  

from January through early March 

Purchase yours for only $144 to celebrate a 

birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion. 

Visit oasisnj.org or call  

(973) 881-8307 x133 to learn more. 

 Clifton High School Key Club—mistakenly noted 

as Clifton High School Staff in the last newsletter 

 Samantha Long 

 Allendale Woman’s Club 

 Laini John, Redeemer Montclair Women’s  

      Fellowship 

 Janet Montalvo 

 Health and Wellness Partners (9 lunches) 

 MaryBeth Gallagher 

 Dr. Joan Gimelli (2 lunches) 

          – In honor of Benedictine Academy, Paterson  

          – In memory of Victoria Gimelli 

 Shirley Mattioli  

          – In honor of Emma Mattioli’s birthday 

 The David P. and Tracey L. Gerber Family  

       Foundation (2 lunches) 

          – In honor of Mattioli and Gerber Families 

 Allison Verrino–In memory of Benito Verrino 

 Avinash Budhram 

          – In honor of Sadie Budhram’s birthday 

22ND ANNUAL GALA OF HOPE 

 

“It’s amazing. Tee to green, it’s 

such a spectacular test of golf.” 

Phil Mickelson, after playing the 

2014 Barclays at  

The Ridgewood Country Club 

 

Monday, June 11, 2018  
The Ridgewood Country Club  

96 West Midland Ave, Paramus, NJ 

 

Come play at the exclusive Ridgewood Country Club,  

a 27-hole private golf course and clubhouse and  

home of The Northern Trust 2018, the first of four  

tournaments of the FedExCup Playoffs. 

 

Registration 10am - Range Open 10:30am-12 noon 

Putting Contest 11am - Lunch 11:30am-12:30pm 

Shotgun Start 12:30pm  

Cocktails, Dinner, Awards 5:30pm 

Tickets—$800 

 
For sponsorship opportunities and registration visit 

501auctions.com/oasisgolf 

You can be a tee sponsor for only $500! Consider  

supporting adult education and youth development  

programs for needy women and children today! 

11TH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 

SPECIAL THANKS FROM ISABELLE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earlier this winter, our longtime client Isabelle (above, 

right) suffered a house fire, losing all of her belongings and 

making her homeless. She immediately reached out to 

Oasis and our supporters got to work. From dozens at 

Brookside Racquet and Swim Club, to Encore Catering 

(above, left), to scores of individuals like Roberta Ginsberg 

(above, second from right), Isabelle received donations of 

clothes, furniture, appliances, and cash to start over. 

Isabelle and all of us at Oasis are so grateful for your 

Friday, April 27, 2018 

The Venetian—6pm 
Honoring Benjamin Moore & Co. and  

The Benjamin Moore & Co. Foundation 

 

Here’s a sneak peek of some of the exclusive items up 

for grabs at the Gala of Hope’s live auction! 

• Sit with the CEOs at Warren Buffet’s Berkshire  

Hathaway shareholders meeting on May 5 

• Golf at exclusive Fisher’s Island Club, ranked #19 in 

the world by Golf Magazine 

• Two VIP all access passes to Nantucket Film Festival 

 

For more info, visit 501auctions.com/oasis. 


