
It seems like a lifetime ago, but we launched the
2020 school year in September 2019 with great
expectations. More women and children than ever
before enrolled in Oasis programs. We ran out of
space in our childcare room, After-School
Academy, and adult education programs.  Women
and children signed on to waiting lists, hoping a
classroom seat would become available. More than
500 children and adults participated in our
Saturday programs and we introduced evening
classes. 

Oasis classrooms and hallways  were alive with
learning and laughter, crowded with women and
children seeking a better future. Oasis programs
were expanding and impacting more families than
ever. 

Then, in March 2020, coronavirus shut down the
city of Paterson. Panicked families needed food,
baby diapers, and immediate help. You responded
with gifts of cash, food, and emergency supplies
and transformed Oasis into an emergency food
distribution center overnight (literally). In the four  
months from March through June 30, 2020,  your
donations served 70,949 hot meals and distributed
8,358 food bags to thousands of desperate
families. 

With your overwhelming support, we continue
this emergency food operation even as we run
education, training, and counseling programs
virtually. 

In 2020 we laid the groundwork for a building
expansion, which is now becoming a reality.  

Through the year of crisis, the Oasis doors never
shut and Oasis continued to touch thousands of
impoverished families. 

You are the power behind this work. 

Dear Friend,

Even as we write this report, the coronavirus
pandemic continues to create economic chaos,
hitting the poorest families hardest.  Hunger,
eviction, and job loss persist for too many Paterson
families. 

With your support, Oasis worked tirelessly
throughout 2020 to protect the most vulnerable
women and children from hunger and want and to
help them find a path to a better future.  

Together we have achieved amazing results, as you
will see in this report. 

We thank you for your compassion and generosity.
Your gifts matter today more than ever. 

For the women and children we serve,

Jennifer Brady                          Susan Buchanan
Executive Director                  Board President

               
 

Annual Report 2020 
July 2019-June 2020

Oasis Meets the Needs of a Community in Crisis 
Supporters Keep Doors Open throughout a Pandemic Year

Soumaya has been an Oasis student since her infancy. 
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Michael Wagner 
After-School

Academy

Mission and Vision

Our mission is to change the lives of women and children by breaking the cycle of poverty
through compassionate programs designed to feed, clothe, educate, and empower women
and children in need. Our vision is to be an empowered community of women and children

who have reached their fullest potential.
 

Visit us on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube/@OasisPatersonNJ 

Adult Education Basic Needs 

Some 15,000 women in
Paterson have no high school
diploma and one-third of the
city's women do not speak
fluent English. Many speak no
English at all.  

In the 2020 school year, over
600 women participated in
free GED, English as a Second
Language, and vocational
training courses. Oasis
launched an evening GED
program to serve the working
poor and provided 171 adults
with education and job training
courses on Saturdays.  Over
100 women benefited from an
Oasis drop-in vocational
counseling program. 

Close to half of Paterson's
children live below the poverty
line and many of them suffer
hunger. The pandemic
worsened these conditions.

Oasis began the 2020 school
year serving some 150 hot
meals daily and distributing ten
emergency food bags weekly.
At the height of the pandemic
shut-down (March through
June 2020), we often served
some 2,000 hot grab-and-go
meals daily and distributed over
100 food bags each day. 

Without you, we could not have
served so many or achieved so
much. 

Paterson's children fall behind
their better-off peers
academically: In 2020, only 26% of
children in the local public
schools met state math standards;
only 44% met standards in
language arts. 

In the 2020 school year, the
Michael Wagner After-School
Academy provided 124 low-
income children with a highly
academic program designed to
raise test scores and  improve
literacy. The program provides
wrap-around services to help
children of poverty, who too often
cope with challenging emotional
conditions, build resilience and
self-confidence.



Item 1
66%

Item 2
34%

Item 1
74.2%

Item 2
25.8%

Item 1
58%

Item 2
42%

 
76%

 
24%

 
53%

 
47%

 
100%

The Oasis GED program provided four course levels to prepare students for the high school
equivelancy diploma exams. In 2020, 67 students participated in the program. 

17 students earned a high
school diploma

17 students passed some of the
required exams and continue

to pursue their GED

100% of GED graduates went on
to higher education or

employment

58% 
Language 

Arts
 

Percentage of students who improved
 at least one grade level

76%
Math

 

66%
Language 
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69%
Math

 

Percentage of students who met
or exceeded state standards

 The Oasis English as a Second Language (ESL) and Citizenship program offered four levels of English
courses, citizenship courses, and additional conversational classes. In 2020, 267 women participated.  

Percentage of ESL students
who increased one course level

 

Percentage of Citizenship
students who completed Form N-

400 and await interview

47% 100%

Since 2017, 54 women have
become American citizens

through Oasis

In 2020, the Michael Wagner After-School Academy significantly improved student performance
among 124 participating first through seventh graders: 

Program Impacts
We believe your gifts should be invested as carefully as possible: In all our educational programs we assess
student progress throughout the school year, testing at regular intervals and using test results to improve
student performance.  
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Oasis — A Haven for Women and Children is a registered 501 (c) 3 organization.
59 Mill Street, Paterson, New Jersey 07501
Phone (973) 881-8307 Fax (973)881-1755 
www.oasisnj.org
info@oasisnj.org
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of donations go
directly to 

program support

rating from Charity
Navigator—the highest

possible score

342 children
participated in

Saturday activities 
 
 

1,000 women and children served each day

540 PS #2 
students impacted
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Youth Programs

Social Services

Meal Programs

Education

Total Expenses 

Mngmt/Fundraising

Depreciation

In-Kind

Interest/Other

Events

Donations/Grants

Donations/Grants

Total Revenue

Nonprofits

Corporations

Foundations

Individuals

Government

87%

$1,114,477
gifts-in-kind donated

and distributed

4/4

The 2020 Numbers

115,000 hot meals served

131,000 baby diapers distributed

165 women received job training and counseling 

37 teens participated in college prep prgram

147 babies
nurtured

Expenditures

$  849,593

$   900,718

$  967,506

$   775,728

$4,191,522

$  570,673

$   127,304

$  1,114,477

$     13,629

$ 303,009

$3,358,757

$1,984,500

$4,789,872

Revenue*

Capital Campaign Revenue

Revenue Sources

9%

13%

34%

41%

   3%

*$200,500 of this total represents 
 one-time pandemic relief grants.



back then. He helped me grow up."

"Even though my father was gone, at Oasis I had
people around who I knew would help me. People
here loved me, and I knew it."

Linda was active at Oasis throughout her high
school years. She volunteered as an Oasis tutor
after school and on Saturdays.  She worked as an
Oasis summer camp counselor.  

She joined the Oasis College Readiness program as
a junior. She was offered SAT courses and one-on-
one college counseling. When she was struggling
with biology, Oasis found her a tutor and she
passed the course with an A-. When she took an AP
course and couldn’t afford the $96 exam fee, Oasis
found a donor to pay for it. Oasis took her on
college tours and helped her complete applications.  

Linda was accepted to Seton Hall, Manhattan
College, Monmouth University, the University of
Connecticut, Ramapo College, and several others. 

When the pandemic struck in March of her senior
year, Linda felt her world falling apart. The Oasis
guidance counselor was there to help her
understand the financial offers she received and
make a wise choice for her future. 

Today, Linda is a freshman at Monmouth
University.   

"Without Oasis, I would not even be on the path to
college," Linda says. "Mr. Jim always said to me 'You
are going to be a great leader. I can see it in you.'
This makes me want to keep going. To make them
proud."

Linda was born and raised in Paterson, in an
apartment in the city center.  Her father left
when she was seven years old. She has two
younger sisters. 

She started in the Michael Wagner After-School
program at age ten. She and her sisters needed a
place to be after school because her mother was
working two jobs and couldn't be home. During
summer, she attended Carl's Kids Camp. 

"I acted out a lot at that age," she says. She thinks
now that it was because she missed her father. 
"Mr. Jim [Oasis Social Worker] helped me a lot 

Linda is one of 37 high school students
who benefited from the Oasis College
Readiness program in 2020. All 13
participating seniors were accepted into
college or advanced post-secondary
training in 2020. 

Stories of Impact:

Oasis Sends Kids to College

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mark Your Calendar!

Oasis Golf Outing

Upper Montclair Country Club

Oasis Gala of Hope

The Venetian in Garfield

Thursday, June 10 Wednesday, July 28

Have you included Oasis 
in your estate plan?

A simple codicil to your plan lets you
help women and children today and far
into the future. For more information
please contact Laetitia Cairoli, Director
of Development, at (973)881-8307 x
105 or laetitiacairoli@oasisnj.org.



Susan Buchanan -  President
The Market Basket

Keri Lynn Fleming - Vice President
Mazars USA

Alfonso Daloisio, Jr. - Treasurer
Railroad Construction Company, Inc.

Jani Hegarty - Secretary
Health and Wellness Partners

Paul Onderdonk - Member-at-Large
SIG, LLC

Jennifer Brady 
Oasis – A Haven for Women and
Children

Christy Bisgrove 
The Christine Marie Bisgrove
Family Foundation 

Phyllis Chernalis
The Market Basket

Mary Conway 
Community Representative

John Cromie, Esq. 
Connell Foley LLP

Deborah Duffy 
Community Representative

Joanna Gagis
NJ Spotlight News 

Anthony Labozzetta 
Sussex Bank

William D. McLaughlin
Bear Stearns (Ret.)

Susan LaMonica Pash 
Citizens Financial Group

Lilliam Ryan, MD
Child, Adolescent, & Adult Psychiatrist

Jim Sullivan 
United Parcel Service (Ret.)

Aleta E. Taylor  
Community Representative

Founders: 
Ann Wagner
Christine DeVita Breit  

 

Through much of 2020, we continued to raise funds for our building
expansion project. Construction has now begun!

By September of 2021, we plan to start serving  2,500 more women
and children each year with bigger and better programs. 

Here is just some of what we'll do with more room: 

Investing in the Future: 
Oasis is Building Room to Rise

Board of Directors

Double the number of infants in childcare (from 18
to 36 babies per session).

Double the number of children and teens in our
highly academic after-school programs. 
Offer 50 more immigrant women ESL classes.
Support some 100 more women and 
children through the hiring of an additional social
worker.
Open a storefront boutique where women get on-
the-job training and Oasis earns revenue to fund
vocational programs.
Provide both kids and adults enough space for
physical fitness activities—like yoga and Zumba.
Offer clients a rooftop garden for outdoor classes
and environmental education. 

The Oasis building under construction: Investing in Paterson's future. 

For information about the expansion, please contact Laetitia
Cairoli, Director of Development, at (973)881-8307 x 105 or

laetitiacairoli@oasisnj.org


