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BIBLE STORY:  

1 Samuel 16:1-23

BIBLE VERSE:  

1 Samuel 16:7b

BABIES–PRESCHOOL TEXT TRUTH:  

God chose David to be king.

YOUNGER KIDS TEXT TRUTH:  

God knows our hearts.

OLDER KIDS TEXT TRUTH:  

God knows our hearts and He wants us to seek 

Him.

ADULT CORE PASSAGE:
Leviticus 16:3-10,29-30
FAMILY MEMORY VERSE:
Leviticus 16:30

FAMILY READING PLAN: 
SUNDAY: Leviticus 18:1-30
MONDAY: Leviticus 19:1-37
TUESDAY: Leviticus 20:1-27
WEDNESDAY: Leviticus 21:1-24
THURSDAY: Leviticus 22:1-33
FRIDAY: Leviticus 23:1-22
SATURDAY: Leviticus 23:23–24:9

FAMILY BIBLE EXPLORATION 
Share these points as you study 1 Samuel and Leviticus together as a family:

• Be purified. Leviticus 16 describes the preparations for and celebration of the most holy of all days for the 
Israelites, the Day of Atonement. On this special day, the high priest presided over a special ceremony that rid 
the people of their sin. In preparation for this day, the high priest had to follow a very strict regimen in order to 
be purified for the task. 

• Two. The Day of Atonement sacrifice involved two goats. One goat was offered as the sacrifice and the other, 
the scapegoat, was set free to symbolically carry the sins of Israel away. This second goat would be the symbol 
of God’s grace that removed sin. God’s grace was extended to His people once again in 1 Samuel when they 
cried for Saul to be their king. Once Saul failed in the mission to be God’s representative to the people, God 
chose another—a man with a heart for God—to be the new leader of Israel. 

• God’s choice. In the choosing of the scapegoat, the high priest cast lots to determine which goat was set free. 
We have no idea what this process looked like, but we do know that God was the One determining the outcome. 
One goat was chosen for sacrifice, one for the scapegoat. In 1 Samuel 16, God also led Samuel to make the 
choice God desired. Upon first inspection, Samuel would have chosen any of David’s brothers instead of David, 
who wasn’t even in the room as the process began. God saw David’s heart and knew it was a heart that desired 
God’s will above all. Led by God, Samuel anointed David the next king of Israel.

• Seek God. The purpose of the Day of Atonement was not just to symbolically rid the nation of their sin, but to 
help them refocus their attention on the one true God. When Israel lost sight of God and stopped seeking Him, 
they asked to be just like everyone else. This week, seek God and resist the desire to be like everybody else. 
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