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 spend much time throughout a given year reading books, some Christian and some non-
Christian, which focus on our culture and its now rapid unraveling.  I also read various 
websites on a daily basis to maintain a mental grasp of just what is going on and where our 

current trajectory is taking us.  In case you want a reading list for the fall, or some book ideas for 
Christmas (it’s not too early to think about it, after all, I’ve already seen Thanksgiving decorations 
at Bed, Bath and Beyond . . . and it is still AUGUST), here are a few titles I’ve gleaned insight and 
wisdom from over the years:  
 

• Michael Savage, The Enemy Within 
• Patrick Buchanan, Suicide of a Superpower 
• J. Budziszewski, True Tolerance 
• Andreas Kostenberger, Darrell Bock, and Josh Chatraw, Truth Matters 
• William Watkins, The New Absolutes: How They Are Being Imposed on Us, How They 

Are Eroding Our Moral Landscape 
• Mark Levin, Liberty and Tyranny 
• Charles Colson and Nancy Pearcey, How Now Shall We Live?  
• Charles Colson, Against The Night 
• Robert Bork, Slouching Towards Gomorrah 
• Allen Bloom, The Closing of the American Mind 
• Mark Steyn, After America 
 

I 
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. . . . to name a few.    
 Each day I read various websites as well, skimming the opening pages for pivotal articles. 
Here are the ones I read every day.    
 

• The Daily Caller 
• The Blaze 
• Townhall 
• Frontpage 
• The Savage Nation 
• World Net Daily 
• Newsmax 
• The Drudge Report  
• The American Spectator 
• American Thinker 
• The Federalist 
• Fox News 
• Judicial Watch 
• PJ Media 
• Real Clear Politics 
• The Washington Times 
 

Believe me, it doesn’t take too long to tap into the truly pivotal articles.  
From my reading and analysis over the years, I would have to say we are where ancient 

Israel was when God confronted them through the pen of Isaiah. Their sin? According to Isaiah 
chapter 5, they had cleverly and consistently turned truth on its head and replaced moral and 
spiritual light with darkness masquerading as light.  Anyone, of course, who dared to speak up 
and out against the reversal, like Isaiah, was earmarked as a troublemaker and opposed outright.    

I’d say we are descending at break neck speed to this dark, dismal, and dystopian location, 
while smugly trashing truth and truth-tellers as we go down.  You see it all the time, don’t you? 
Whether it is a large university warning incoming freshmen not to identify with conservative 
causes lest their personal information gets doxed,1 or ICE agents (my late father, Al, and 
upstanding citizen, Korean War vet, and godly man worked for U. S. Customs, which was 
eventually rolled into ICE years ago), who are just doing their tough job day in and day out, having 
to ask politicians to leave various facilities because they were being openly rude and verbally vile 
toward those agents, we see darkness taking the form of light and those characteristics which 
used to be vile becoming the new virtues.   

As troublesome as the daily news can be, this is, in many respects, the most amazing time 
to be alive as a Christian.  Why?  For one, we have the answers which can bring health and healing 
to the nations wounds.  That answer, of course, is a living faith relationship with Christ.  For 
another, we are divinely positioned for maximum impact as we live our lives as justified sinners 
(Rom. 3:22-26).  Put differently, as we live the sacrificial, non-conformed, and transformed lives 
Paul calls us to in Romans 12:1-2, as we faithfully use our spiritual gifts inside and outside the 
body of Christ, the Church (local and universal), true light will be readily noticed by those who 

                                                           
1 Joshua Nelson, Texas Students React to Doxxing Threats Against Conservatives on Campus, accessed 

August 29, 2019, https://www.foxnews.com/media/texas-students-react-doxxing-threats-conservatives 

https://www.foxnews.com/media/texas-students-react-doxxing-threats-conservatives
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lack true truth, resulting in encroaching darkness being held in check and worshippers of 
darkness being challenged to become followers of the Light, Jesus (Isa. 49:6; 60:1-3; John 8:12, 36).  

To make sure believers shine most brightly in the godless environments where God has 
strategically placed them to accomplish His eternal purposes, Paul, like a master teacher, stops in 
Romans 12:9-21, and gives maturing believers numerous areas where their lives should be vastly 
differently from the worldlings around them.  His rapid fire statements here lack main verbs, for 
the most part, opting to draw imperatival force from a series of present tense participles, which 
rightly call for continued life action/application.  Depending on how you classify the imperatives 
here, Paul gives believers living in godless times some eighteen commands to heed to beam with 
righteous brilliance. Some verses, like verse 9, open without any verbal formula (Ἡ ἀγάπη 
ἀνυπόκριτος).  This rhetorical device, which is called ellipsis, was purposefully employed in order 
to cause the reader to pause and really consider the import of the  words in question.2  

After reading through this divinely assembled list, one motif quickly surfaces for all saints 
to consider:  

 

Radical Righteousness Must Permeate Our Sacred And Secular 
Lives (Rom. 12:9-21) 

 
Remember: Paul’s words and counsel here are not a series suggestions you can pick and choose 
from like a smorgasbord, but a series of commands designed to cause you to stand out for God in 
an ever-darkening culture.   So, with verse 9, Paul, our educator, grips the proverbial piece of chalk 
and beings to introduce us to the first three of those life and culture-changing imperative:  
 

Be Radically Righteous With Love (Rom. 12:9) 
Paul starts with the concept of agape love. Why? He starts here because if we love, as God has 
taught us to love through His example while on earth, unconditionally, sacrificially, and seeking 
nothing in return for ourselves, then all the other following commands will be easier to implement 
in our lives.  Stated differently, if you love truth and others as Jesus showed us, then you will, by 
definition, have no trouble “abhorring evil, clinging to what is good in God’s eyes,” and so forth.  
Hence, show me a saint who truly walks a transformative life with God, who has matured greatly 
over the years in their spiritual existence, and I’ll show you someone who loves God and loves and 
embraces those things which are intrinsic to God’s love.   
 Here is how Paul introduces this first new way of radical living:  
 

NAS Romans 12:9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what 
is good. 
 
NIV Romans 12:9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 
 
BGT Romans 12:9 Ἡ ἀγάπη ἀνυπόκριτος (no verb). ἀποστυγοῦντες (participle) τὸ 
πονηρόν, κολλώμενοι τῷ ἀγαθῷ, 
 

While there is no imperatival verb here, in fact, as I’ve said, there is no opening verb at all, these 
translations are not off base connoting a love prescription as opposed to a love description.  Since 
                                                           

2  E. W. Bullinger, Figures of Speech Used In The Bible (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1968), 1.  
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the next two clauses have participles with an imperatival force (ἀποστυγοῦντες τὸ πονηρὸν, 
κολλώμενοι τῷ ἀγαθῷ), it is only logical to assume Paul’s opening words also pulsate with this 
exhortative force.   
 Christianity is not about the love of self, but the love of others.  Christ’s first sermon put 
divine agape love on the front burner:  
 

43 "You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and 
hate your enemy.' 44 But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He 
causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? 
Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47"If you greet only your brothers, what 
more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same (Matt. 5:43-
47).   
 

It’s easy to love those who think like you think, enjoy what you enjoy, treat you like you’d like to 
be treated, love to do what you love to do for relaxation, and who hold your political views.  Quite 
another to love someone who is the exact opposite of all of these things, and who might even be 
downright evil and caustic toward you.  Yet, Christ calls us to follow His example of love and it 
is, indeed, a high bar to achieve, but it is doable. 
 To read through the gospel of John is to hear Jesus constantly talking about the need for 
His followers to be known, not for being troublemakers, or pugnacious boat rockers, and so forth, 
but being people who truly love God and others, regardless of who they are.   
 

 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have 
loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are 
My disciples, if you have love for one another (Jn. 13:34-35).  
 
5"If you love Me, you will keep My commandments (Jn. 14:5).  
 
9  Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you 
keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's 
commandments and abide in His love (Jn. 15:9-10). 
 

Christ’s prayer as our High Priest prior to His crucifixion drips with words of agape love:  
 
25 O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known 
You; and these have known that You sent Me; 26 and I have made Your name known 
to them, and will make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me may 
be in them, and I in them (Jn. 17:25-26).  
 

Divine love, a love which loves regardless of the complex circumstances, which loves even when 
it is rebuked and/or mocked, which loves even when it is not reciprocated by another, is what 
should characterize maturing saints who are now justified by their faith in the epitome of love, 
Jesus.  Is there divine love about your life?  Do your children see it?  How your parents? How about 
your wife, or your overbearing, control-freak commanding officer?   
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 Here Paul commands us to move away from a false form of love.  He calls it a love filled 
with hypocrisy.  The Greek word he uses is most colorful, anypokritos (ἀνυπόκριτος).  Ancient 
Greeks used this word in the theater world to denote play acting.  A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 
Testament and Other Early Christian Literature by Bauer, William F. Arndt, and Wilbur Gingrich 
verifies this lexical nuance:  
 

ἀνυπόκριτος, ον (s. ὑποκρίτης; schol. on Aristoph., Av. 798; Iambl., Vi. Pyth. §69, 
188 αἰδώς; Ps.-Demetr., De Eloc. 194; Wsd 5:18; 18:15) pert. to being without 
pretense, genuine, sincere, lit. ‘without play-acting’ ἀγάπη (ApcSed 1:4) Ro 12:9; 
2 Cor 6:6. φιλαδελφία 1 Pt 1:22. πίστις 1 Ti 1:5; 2 Ti 1:5. σοφία Js 3:17.—DELG s.v. 
κρίνω. M-M. TW. Spicq.3 
 

Ostensibly, it was an easy jump from “play-acting a part” to applying the word to hypocritical 
people, for what is hypocrisy but putting on a mask to portray one thing while another face is the 
true one?  
 What is hypocritical agape love like?  How do we describe and/or identify it so we can 
replace it with true agape love?  Perhaps a list will help you see if you have the false, deceptive 
form of love in your life:  
 

• Hypocritical agape love speaks words of love but doesn’t show works of love.  
James addresses this king of warped love when he castigates some of the 
shallow saints he writes to in his letter:  14 What use is it, my brethren, if someone says 
he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is without 
clothing and in need of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and 
be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that (Jas. 
2:14-16)? Yeah, what use is that? What kind of love is that?  It’s not love at all 
but the mere verbal projection of love.  Are you guilty?  Do you say all the right 
things in earshot of others, especially other saints, yet you have absolutely no 
intention of following through on your statement? You’d better sober up 
because you do not fool God.  He sees your false love dressed up as true love 
(Heb. 4:13) and He will discipline accordingly so you can mature (Heb. 12:1ff).  
True love sees the need, be what it may, and quickly makes sacrifices to 
alleviate the need. May we be that kind of people.  

• Hypocritical love speaks in a loving fashion but acts in a mean fashion.  Was 
this not how Judas behaved?  Matthew reminds us of the twisted form of love:  
“3 Mary then took a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus 
and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 
But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, said, 5 "Why was 
this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and given to poor people?" 6 Now he said this, 
not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the 
money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it (John 12).” Judas sounded so 
concerned and so caring, but he merely used this as a smokescreen for his 
insatiable greed and love of money. Here’s another example from his life: “49 

                                                           
3 William Arndt, Frederick W. Danker, and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other 

Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 91. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+91&off=5796
https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+91&off=5796
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Immediately Judas went to Jesus and said, "Hail, Rabbi!" and kissed Him. 50 And Jesus said to 
him, "Friend, do what you have come for." Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and seized 
Him (Matt. 26:49-50). He spoke like a respectful friend, why, he even kissed 
Christ on the cheek as Jews traditionally did with people they loved and 
respected; however, it was, we know now, a kiss of betrayal.  Is this a snapshot 
of how you love? Do you speak words of love, but they are eventually 
overshadowed by mean-spirited actions?  Do you hug someone whom you say 
you have forgiven for hurting you, but then turn when you away from them and 
start talking about how much you can’t stand them? Do you keep your children 
off-balance, psychologically and emotionally, because your words of love are 
diluted by your unloving actions?   

• Hypocritical love is seen when you say you will pray for someone when you, 
somehow, never get around to it. True love prays.  True love might even stop 
and pray right then and there.  

• Hypocritical love is awash with conditions towards those who wronged and 
used you in some fashion. You know the drill, I’m sure.  You say you will forgive 
a person for “X” but they must do A, B, C, D before your forgiveness will kick 
in . . . and if you really skilled in this warped “love” you’ll also constantly move 
the benchmark so the person will never completely satisfy your pre-conditions.  
Do you do this?  If so, know that this is not agape love. This is legalistic love.  
 

True love, true agape love is the polar opposite of these traits.  
 For those who need a precise definition of what sincere agape love looks like, you need 
look no further than 1 Corinthians 1: 
 

4 Love is patient [is your love patient?], love is kind and is not jealous [is your love 
really kind to others?]; love does not brag and is not arrogant [is your love humble 
and not haughty?], 5 does not act unbecomingly [does your love act in a modest 
fashion?}; it does not seek its own [is your love truly selfless?] is not provoked [is 
your love patient or easily set off like a bomb?], does not take into account a wrong 
suffered [does your love purposefully not keep lists of how people have mistreated 
you?] 6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails; . . 
. (1 Cor. 13).  
 

The words in brackets are, of course, my observations for myself. Paul’s statement here is the nitty-
gritty list of what constitutes true agape love.  May I, may you, be known as a person and a people 
who truly love without any semblance of hypocrisy.  Talk about a way to make a church have a 
powerful community impact.  Talk about a way to grow a family and a marriage.  
 If hypocritical love describes you today, and you call yourself a saint of God, then it’s time 
to leave it at the altar of confession, and commit before God to love as He loves.  When you do this 
you will quite naturally become radically righteous, which is exactly what our wicked world 
needs to see.  
 A second area of concern is listed in the next clause:  

 

Be Radically Righteous Toward Evil (Rom. 12:9)  
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Paul’s command here is most shocking:  
 

NAS Romans 12:9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what 
is good. 
 
NIV Romans 12:9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 
 
BGT Romans 12:9 Ἡ ἀγάπη ἀνυπόκριτος. ἀποστυγοῦντες τὸ πονηρόν, κολλώμενοι τῷ 
ἀγαθῷ, 
 

Paul’s words are reminiscent of similar statements in the Old Testament:  
 

8 You love justice and hate wrongdoing; therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
with the oil of gladness above your fellow kings (Ps. 45:8).  
 
10 Hate evil, you who love the LORD, Who preserves the souls of His godly ones; 
He delivers them from the hand of the wicked (Ps. 97:10).  
 

We are trained by our godless culture that all hate is wrong.  That, my friend, is a wrong premise.  
Those who say this with a broad, smug, arrogant smile fail to admit that they oppose you and 
what you believe and stand for.  And because they do so are they not guilty of hate, by their twisted 
definition?  Hate is good and acceptable in relation to the subject and the object.  What do I mean 
by this?  Here’s a point of clarification: Since God is holy then what He hates is viable hatred.  He 
is the subject, the lofty one we measure our lives against, hence, whatever is opposed to His 
intrinsic character of holiness is hate worthy, by definition. And He is quite clear what He hates 
and finds abhorrent:  
 

13 [The fear of the LORD is hatred of evil;] Pride, arrogance, the evil way, and the 
perverse mouth I hate (Prov. 8:13).  
 
 
16 There are six things the LORD hates, yes, seven are an abomination to him;  17 
Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood,  18 A heart that plots 
wicked schemes, feet that are quick to run to evil,  19 The false witness who utters 
lies, and the one who sows discord among kindred (Prov. 6:16-19). 
 

A culture or a person which/who fails to hate what God hates is doomed to embrace those things 
as righteous, while persecuting those who see them as what they are: sin.  
 Interestingly enough, the word for “abhor” or “hate” here is quite instructive.  It is the 
Greek word apostygeo  (ἀποστυγοῦντες, a present active participle denoting that you, the subject of 
the active voice are supposed to continually give yourself to hating evil), which speaks of a 
vehement dislike for something, hence, hatred.  It is also quite intensive since the preposition apo 
is wedded to the verbal concept; therefore, it means “super-hatred, super-abhorrence.” That 
hatred, as Paul clarifies, is to be directed to “the evil” (τὸ πονηρόν), which is nothing but a special 
code word from the Old Testament denoting any and all kinds of activity running diametrically 
counter to God and His holy character and standards (1 Ki. 11:8, 12;24; 14:22; 15:26; 15:34; 16:19, 25, 
30; 20:20; 2 Ki. 13:2, 11; 14:24; 15:9, 18, 24, 28; 17:2, 17).  Regarding evil things, the believer is to hate 
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it, to be repulsed by it, to find it utterly offensive, and to be shocked by it.  Regarding evil things, 
the believer is not to simply refrain from engaging in it, be what it may, he must detest it/them to 
the point it looks like hatred.   
 How do you get to the point where you abhor evil?  You stay close to God.  You learn from 
Him, you get quite familiar with His holy character, and you stay in His inspired, inerrant Word 
constantly. Couched differently, you will never fully understand the essence and nature of evil 
until you know God and know His Word. Only when you see evil through God’s eyes can you, 
then, see why you must have a holy hatred and abhorrence of it.  Along these lines, Dr. Marty-
Lloyd Jones was right when he quipped: “Those who love God must hate evil, and the more we 
know God and love Him, the greater will be our hatred of evil.”4  
 What about you? Do you really hate evil? Does evil upset you? Does its presence make you 
righteously bothered, as Christ was when He expelled the greedy money-changers form the holy 
Temple? Does its presence move you to leave a theater with your family? Does it cause you to stand 
up and oppose it like a Jeremiah or a Zechariah?  

Or do you coddle it, smile at it, tolerate it, and/or rationalize it, as so many do?   
Where in your life are you allowing a foothold of evil to take root?  Where have you looked 

the other way so it could establish a beachhead of sorts?  Once you identify where/what that is, I 
think you know what you need to do.  Radical action is in order to separate from it as you head 
toward that is holy.  

A third command naturally follows the second one:  

 
Be Radically Righteous Toward Good (Rom. 12:9) 
Read it and soak it into your soul.  As you might guess, its meaning is self-explanatory:  
 

NAS Romans 12:9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what 
is good. 
 
NIV Romans 12:9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 
 
BGT Romans 12:9 Ἡ ἀγάπη ἀνυπόκριτος. ἀποστυγοῦντες τὸ πονηρόν, 
κολλώμενοι(participle) τῷ ἀγαθῷ, 
 

The present tense imperatival participle here, kollomenoi (κολλώμενοι), is the Greek word for glue:  
 

[Fri] κολλάω 1aor. pass. ἐκολλήθην; 1fut. pass. κολληθήσομαι; literally join closely, 
glue together, unite; figuratively and passive in the NT; (1) of things cling to, adhere to, 
cleave to (LU 10.11); (2) come in close contact with, touch, reach to; idiomatically κολλᾶσθαι 
ἄχρι τοῦ οὐρανοῦ literally reach to heaven, i.e. increase greatly (RV 18.5); (3) of persons, 
associate with closely, join oneself to (as a disciple) (AC 9.26); of a sexual partner 
join oneself to, cleave to, unite with (1C 6.16).5 
 

                                                           
4 Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Romans, vol. 12 (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 2010), 344.  
 
5 Friberg’s Analytical Greek Lexicon.  
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Glue.  What a great word to describe how we, as maturing Christians, should readily and naturally 
embrace that which is morally and spiritually good. Paul’s point should be well-taken:  A saint 
who is radically growing up in the faith is one who sticks to what God calls is good and holy.   
 

• If it is a good, godly friend . . . he will stick to him.  
• If it is a good, godly book . . . he will stick to its concepts.  
• If it is a good worldview, one that honors God . . . he will stick to it.  
• If it is a good, wholesome movie/show/video game . .  he will stick to it, and get 

rid of the others.  
• If it is a good way of treating people . . . he will stick to the method no matter 

what.  
• If it is good, highly moral political position . . .  he will stick to it.  
• If it is a good way to grow godly children . . . he will stick to it regardless of 

what the world says.  
 

You can fill in the rest of the bullet points yourself. But before you do, stop and ask yourself: Where 
in my life am I not sticking to the good, but to the evil?   It’s time to get the Gorilla Glue out and 
stick to that which brings God honor and glory and you true spiritual growth of radical 
proportions.  
 
 
 


