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ne of the things I love about the Christmas season is playing and singing Christmas carols.  
They take me back to my childhood, cause me to think about wonderful times of pure, 
unadulterated, mystical worship of God, and they cause me to reflect on just what 

happened 2,000 years ago in a small little village called Bethlehem.  The 16th century English 
melody, What Child Is This? forces us to think about what happened by posing the question of all 
questions with its melodic lyrics:  
 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?  
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? 

 
Indeed. What child is this?   

To put a finer point on the question we need to ask, “What did this child say about himself 
as he grew and matured into adulthood?”  Seven I Am statements he used to identify himself give 
us the answer of all answers from seven different perspectives.  Last Christmas we sunk our 
interpretive spade into four of them.   

 
• I am the bread of life (John 6:35, 41, 48, 51) 
• I am the light of the world (John 8:12; 9:5) 
• I am the door (John 10:7, 9, 11, 14) 
• I am the vine (John 15) 
 

In these statements Jesus employed the grammatical verbal phrase which directly wedded Him 
to the eternal God of the Old Testament.  That phrase is the all-familiar I am.  In Greek, which is 
the original language of the New Testament, the phrase is made highly emphatic by placing the 
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first person pronoun, I, ego (Εγώ), before the present active indicative first person copula, I am, 
eimi (εἰμι).  Any Jew familiar with his native tongue, Hebrew, and with Greek, would have 
immediately equated this, as Jesus did, with the divine name God gave to Moses to give to Israel.  
 

Exodus 3:14 καὶ εἶπεν ὁ θεὸς πρὸς Μωυσῆν ἐγώ εἰμι ὁ ὤν καὶ εἶπεν οὕτως ἐρεῖς 
τοῖς υἱοῖς Ισραηλ ὁ ὢν ἀπέσταλκέν με πρὸς ὑμᾶς 
 
Exodus 3:14  ל ה תֹאַמ֙ר ִלְבֵנ֣י ִיְׂשָרֵא֔ אֶמר ֹּכ֤ ֹ֗ ְהֶי֑ה ַוּי ר ֶאֽ ְהֶי֖ה ֲאֶׁש֣ ה ֶאֽ אֶמר ֱא�ִהי֙ם ֶאל־ֹמֶׁש֔ ֹ֤ ַוּי
ם׃ ִני ֲאֵליֶכֽ ְהֶי֖ה ְׁשָלַח֥  ֶאֽ

 
Jesus not only equated himself with the God of the Old Testament, He emphatically stated that 
He, as God, is the One who exists at all-time outside of time and space.  Philosophically and 
scientifically this is all-important because every effect has a cause and there is no such thing as a 
self-caused effect.  This is logically impossible.  This reality logically points us to One who is 
eternally existent and quite capable of setting our cause/effect world in motion at His powerful 
will.  Jesus, therefore, left no doubt how to answer the question, “What child is this?” He was, and 
is, and always will be the eternal living God, the non-contingent being who created all contingent 
beings.  This, of course, changes everything from science and history to philosophy and religion.   
 Beyond equating himself with divinity by using this well-known divine phrase, Jesus went 
one step further by wedding this subject with multiple and memorable predicates.  More 
precisely, by equating himself, the subject, with a predicate like bread, He definitely said that He 
and He alone is the spiritual bread of all spiritual life.  By saying “I am the light of the world,” Jesus 
added a predicate to the verb to definitely state that He and He alone is the spiritual light of all 
so-called lights.  Obviously, this precise wording leaves no doubt as to who He was, and is. They 
also leave mankind no wiggle room, no flexibility to think Jesus is just one many holy men who 
have walked the planet.  He was, and is, a holy man, but He is so much more than this.  He was, 
and is, the epitome, the essence of holiness, and He was, and is all these seven statements 
communicate He was, and is.   
 As we turn our attention to John 14, we encounter three more “I am” statements Jesus 
made to, once again, emphatically identify himself to us.  This Christmas we will delve into them, 
and also add His magnificent and jaw-dropping statement in John 8:58.  To begin, let us first read 
the instructive, enlightening declaration, and then we will circle back and dissect its authorial 
meaning. To Thomas, who worried that neither he nor the disciples could follow Christ to His 
mysterious destination, Jesus stated,  
 

6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the 
Father, but through Me (John 14) 
 

For our purposes, we shall zero in on the first I am statement of this declaration.  From what Jesus 
says here in this and in the surrounding context, His main idea cannot be missed or 
misinterpreted:  

 

Jesus Is The Only Way To God And Heaven  
(John 14:6) 
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Those who erroneously believe all religions are created equal and contain teachings which will 
guide their followers to their version of heaven, are duly warned by Christ of the tenuous nature 
of their religious position. Regarding this pluralistic understanding of religious truth, Ravi 
Zacharias minces no words in his book Jesus Among Other Gods when he muses:  
 

You hear it a thousand times and more growing up in the East— ‘We all come 
through different routes and end up in the same place.’ But Isay to you, god is not 
a place or an experience or a feeling. Pluralistic cultures are beguiled by the 
cosmetically courteous idea that sincerity or privilege of birth is all that counts and 
that truth is subject to the beholder. In no other discipline of life can one be so 
naïve as to claim inherited belief or insistent belief as the sole determiner of truth. 
Why, then, do we make this catastrophic error of thinking that all religions are 
right and that it does not matter whether the claims they make are objectively true?  
 
All religions are not the same. All religions do not point to God.  All religions do not 
say that all religions are the same. At the heart of every [emphases in original] 
religion is an uncompromising commitment to a particular way of defining who 
God is or is not and accordingly, of defining life’s purpose.1 
 

Ravi makes this statement in the introduction, and then he spends the rest of the book 
demonstrating why Jesus is not just one so-called god among many so-called gods, but He was, 
and is, the only God who can, based on your faith (Joh 3:16; 5:23-24), lead you into the presence 
of the holy Trinity as it exists in heaven.  He develops this thesis based upon what Jesus said about 
Himself.  In John 14, verse 6, Jesus is quite clear that the following premise is eternally and logically 
true:  
 
There Is One True Path To God 
To understand why Jesus made this particular statement, you have to understand the setting and 
pedagogical movement of the passage.  The setting, of course, was the Upper Room just prior to 
the Lord’s betrayal into the hands of the Jewish and Roman authorities by Judas (John 13).  In this 
little room, while Jesus reclined with the disciples at a U-shaped, low-to-the-ground table called 
a triclinium, He, the One who would within a few hours become THE Passover Lamb, tried to 
prepare His disciples for His departure.  Perhaps if you look at the flow of the passage from a 
structural panel perspective you can more quickly grasp why the Lord said what He did in John 
14, verse 6.  
 
 Panel 1 Motif: Be Servants (John 13:1-20) 
 Panel 2 Motif: Betrayal Warning (John 13:21-30) 
 Panel 3 Motif: Departure Discussion (John 13:31-35) 
 Panel 4 Motif: Denial Warning (John 13:36-38) 
 
All of Christ’s FACTS in chapter 13 lead to one emotion in the distraught disciples: FEAR.  Who 
will betray Him? Why would one of us do this dastardly deed? Where is He going that we cannot 

                                                           
1Ravi Zacharias, Jesus Among Other Gods (Nashville: Word Publishing, 2000), 6-7.    
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come? Haven’t we followed Him wherever He went? And why is Peter, our leader, going to deny 
the man He identified as the true Messiah?  How could this ever happen?  
 Turning in Panel 5, or chapter 14, verses 1 through 6, John, the beloved disciple, 
demonstrates how our Lord lovingly and kindly allayed all fears of the future. How did He do this?  
I’ll let Him tell you from His own lips:  
 

1 Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My 
Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; 
for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.  4 And you 
know the way where I am going. 5 Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do not know 
where You are going, how do we know the way?" (John 14).   
 

He, the master carpenter of all carpenters who’ve ever picked up a hammer and a chisel, put the 
disciples fears to rest by telling them He had to die so He could ascend back into heaven in order 
to build magnificent homes for all saints to dwell in when they arrived.   
 Thomas, in typical and predictable fashion, could not but help pose the question how in 
the world would they, terrestrial bound men, follow Jesus to this celestial home of all homes.  
Christ put this fear, which had been building during His entire teaching in the Upper Room, to 
rest with a few short words directed to Thomas:  
 

I am the Way (John 14:6).   
 

Let us make a few observations about this statement.   
 One, let us mark well what He did not say.  As I stated earlier, Jesus employs a key 
grammatical construction strongly emphasizing He is the Way to heaven.  It is not something He 
hopes He can pull off, but is what He is more than capable of doing. Further, Christ’s statement 
is definite as opposed to indefinite. This is the monadic use of the article, the, underscoring that 
He is the one and only Way to heaven.  There are no other ways, no matter how well-meaning, 
religious, or emotionally driven a person or belief system is.  And, let us not by-pass the notion 
that He is not pointing to a way to heaven, but is stressing that He is, in fact, the Way itself.  
Hence, if you want to get to heaven, you will have to come to terms with Jesus as the Way to get 
there.   
 Two, let us understand how His words tied Him directly to the Old Testament. In the Old 
Testament, God inspired the writers to teach us, as sinful beings, that there are always two paths 
you can take in life: one which leads to life and blessing, or one which leads to death and cursing. 
This dualistic path is seen everywhere you read, and it even employs the same word in the LXX 
(the Greek version of the OT) John used in John 14:6, viz., hodos (ὁδὸς).   
 

• The righteous way versus the wicked way (Psalm 1:6) 
• The wise way versus the foolish way (Psalm 48:14) 
• The false way versus the true way (Psalm 119:29; Prov. 14:12) 
• The way of obedience to the Torah or the way of disobedience to the Torah 

(Deut. 5:33; 8:2; 9:12, 16; 31:29) 
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All Jews, the disciples included, were schooled from the day they could read with the reality they 
had two paths to choose from in life: the path of God or the path of evil.  Which would they choose 
was always the burning question, and it’s still the question today, is it not?  
 Interestingly enough, Jesus, who came to fulfill all of the Law, identified Himself as THE 
Way.  In so doing He said that everything the Old Testament said about the way of and to God 
was wrapped up and fulfilled in His person. This, by definition, means it is not wrapped up and 
fulfilled in any other person claiming to be the Messiah or messenger from God.   

This is where Islam goes awry.  Sura 4:171 claims that Jesus was just an apostle of God, 
“Christ Jesus the son of Mary was (no more than) an apostle of God, and His Word, which He bestowed on Mary, 
and a spirit proceeding from Him.”  Islam also argues that Jesus was certainly not the Son of God. 
Concerning Allah, Sura 25:2 exclaims, “No son has He [Allah] begotten, nor has He a partner in His 
dominion.”  Islam additionally believes that Jesus, who really did not die on the cross, cannot atone 
for the sins of others, “No bearer of burdens can bear the burden of another” (Sura 39:7).  All of this, of 
course, goes completely against what Jesus said about Himself in authentic, verifiable ancient 
documents which predate the Koran by over 600 years.  Christ not only claimed to be the great “I 
Am” of all time and space, but He left no doubt that He, and He alone, was, and is, the only Way 
to heaven and God’s abode because He was, and is, God.  

As Jesus states, there is only one way, one road to the special place called heaven.  This is 
not hard to believe because we all know that the more special a place is, the harder is to get in it.  

Think of a SKIF, or a Sensitive Compartmented Information 
Facility.  How many ways are there into one of these 
rooms which guard against electronic surveillance and 
suppress data leakage of highly sensitive security and 
military information?  There is just one way in, and for 
good reason.  The more doors you have the greater risk 
you have for intrusion.  Since a SKIF only has one door, 
and not one argues about it, is it not logical to think 
that God would only have one access point into a place 
a whole lot more special and significant than a 
government SKIF?  

Is this all restrictive?  Indeed.  But is this not 
what Jesus said.  Indeed.   
 

13 Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that 
leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 For the gate is 
small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it (Matt. 
7).  
 

Again, we see the dualistic motif concerning the two ways a person can head in their spiritual life.  
One leads to life with God, while the other leads to spiritual death and eternal judgment.  The 
narrow path, or way, is less heavily traveled than the broad path. Most people are on that path.  
Why?  We will get to that in a moment.  For our purposes, I just want to you consider whether 
you are on the narrow, restrictive path called Jesus.  How do you get on this life-giving, heaven-
bound path? You come by means of faith in the redemptive power of Jesus who is THE Way.   
 

24 That is why I told you that you will die in your sins. For if you do not believe 
that I AM, you will die in your sins." (Jn. 8:24 NAB) 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=https://scifglobal.com/scif-definition-what-is-a-scif/&psig=AOvVaw2ebAIzHZUWh3Tz4nKfw7MP&ust=1574871902789866
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36 “While you have the light, believe in the light, in order that you may become 
sons of light.” These things Jesus spoke, and He departed and hid Himself from 
them. (John 12). 
 

Key here is the word “believe.”  The moment you believe that you are sinner and that Jesus is the 
Way to salvation and heaven, He lovingly and powerfully forgives you and places you on THE 
Way which leads to heaven.  Are you on this path?  Or are you duped into thinking that . . .   
 
There Are Many False Paths To God  
This is the modern thinking called religious pluralism.  What it teaches is stated clearly by the 
late Dr. Norman Geisler,  
 

Religious pluralism is the belief that every religion is true. Each provides a genuine 
encounter with the Ultimate. One may be better than the others, but all are 
adequate.2  
 

All religious roads, therefore, supposedly lead to heaven and God, for all roads contain some form 
of religious truth.   
 I’m sure you have heard the 
parabolic story about the blind man 
and the elephant.  Each touches a 
different part of the beast and makes 
a true statement about what he is 
touching.  One touches the tusk, and 
says it is like a spear. Another touches 
the tail and thinks it is something 
akin to a fan.  All of them, therefore, 
have small pieces of truth but not 
total truth.  This, then, is how we are 
told to view religion in a pluralistic 
culture.  All religions have pieces 
about the way to God, but none of 
them have THE WAY exclusively.   
 This is parable is all so self-defeating because the only way to know the exclusive and 
objective truth that there is, in fact, an elephant, is to absolutely, unequivocally, and exclusively 
know there is one standing before you.  Somebody with eyes sees the whole objective truth.  This 
readily and logically demonstrates it is possible to have total truth. Enter Jesus.  He who sees and 
knows all things, spiritual and otherwise, says that He is THE exclusive way.  And, by the way, 
the metaphor is erroneous.  Jesus talks about the way a person/sinner must go to be saved from 
His coming wrath against sin and sinners.  This is an objective path, and a person is either on it or 
not.  
 The world is not so accepting.  They want a broad road which leads to God. Why? Let’s 
count the ways:  
 
                                                           

2Norman Geisler, The Big Book of Christian Apologetics (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2012), 442,    
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• A broad road allows for more self-expression.  
• A broad road is more inclusive of anybody and everybody 
• A broad road is less judgmental 
• A broad road is more tolerant, unless you do not accept their version of 

tolerance 
• A broad road is more, well, broadminded, which must be good 
• A broad road offers more personal freedom to live and let live 
• A broad road is more accepting of how people chose to live and think 
• A broad road allows for more sinful, questionable behavior 

• A broad road embraces the party life more readily 
• A broad road is more morally flexible 
• A broad road requires less of you morally and 
spiritually 
 
Can you identify with the broad road?  It is the road which accepts 
anybody and everybody.   
 Last year, students at George Mason University received 
this colorful brochure.  It invited all people to come and learn about 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the self-proclaimed Messiah from 1889.  On 
the inside of the document it makes an amazing claim:  
 
God sent Ahmad, like Jesus, to 
reinstitute morality, justice 
and peace on earth. Divinely 
guided, he began 
unprecedented religious 

revival by explaining Islam’s true teachings, and the 
true teachings of all the great religious founders, such 
as Abraham, Moses, Jesus, Krishna, Buddha, 
Confucius, and Guru Nanak. He explained how thee 
teachings converged into the true Islam and toward 
One God.   
 

Under the banner of pluralism, I’m sure many students sat 
down with adherents of this so-called true Messiah and 
listened intently so as not to appear to be judgmental, but 
warm and accepting.  After all, this man and his followers are 
on their path to God, leaving others to pursue their own paths, 
even if those paths all contradict each other. 
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 According to Jesus, the sober truth should not be missed.  He who was, and is, the Messiah 
and proved it by not only fulfilling over 60 exact ancient prophesies and by performing outright 

miracles only God could pull off, He said that 
He was, and is, THE Way to God.  There are no 
other ways.   

All of this leads to a highly logical and 
quite personal question which bears answering 
this Christmas:  Which path are you on . . . the 
right one or the wrong one? Jesus left the glory 
of heaven, was born in a stable as a lowly 
servant, went on to validate His divine 
messiahship by means of incontrovertible 
miracles, carried our sin to the cross upon 
which He willingly died, and, then, historically 
rose again on the third day so that we, sinners, 
might have the opportunity to trade the false 
path for the true one.  
 What, I ask, are you waiting for?  The path 
you are on is going nowhere, and I think you 
know this.  Are you on that clogged way headed 

to destruction, or are you on the small, narrow way to life?   
 Let these two pictures teach you about what Christ means when He says, “I am the Way.”  
I took the following photo as our tour group headed along the small, winding path into the 
Herodian fortress of Masada.  It is the only way to access the fortress, and if you look you can see 
the small door at the end of the narrow path. This, in my view, is a perfect picture of Jesus.  He is 
the narrow way which leads to the door of true eternal life.  The question has to be asked, Are you 
on this path this Christmas? He is waiting to hear from you.  
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