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id you see Paramount Pictures Bumblebee?  You should have because it is a lesson in spiritual 
maturity.  How so?  The special effects flick is based on the cosmic conflict between the 
Authobots, the good guys, and their dreaded, ruthless, stop-at-nothing enemy the 

Decepticons.  What are they battling for?  Domination and ruler ship of the planet Cybertron.  
And just when the Autobots are about to lose the Cybertronian War to the Decepticons led by 
Shockwave, Soundwave, and Starscream, their leader, Optiums Prime, sends a young scout, B-127, 
to Earth in order to set up a new base of operations for their “people.”   

 B-127 crash-lands in California, of all places, 
and his entry is picked up by Sector 7, a secret 
government agency which monitors 
extraterrestrial activity on Earth.  Colonel Jack 
Burns believes B-127 to be a hostile invader, so he 
orders his men to attack and they do, driving 
Autobot into the forest.  While fleeing, he is 
ambushed by Blitzwing, a Decepticon. When he 
refuses to give up the location of his leader 
Optimus, Blitzwing removes his voice-box and 
damages his memory core.  Before, however, he 
descends into a period of hibernation, B-127 scans 
a 1967 Volkswagen into his memory banks.  This 

allows him to be transformed into the car and to hide in a junkyard.   
 Eventually, a young girl named Charlie Watson, who loves working on cars, finds this old 
Volkswagen in the junkyard, and eventually talks the owner, Hank . . . her uncle . . .  into letting 
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her have it.  The car fills a void in her life because she is missing her father, and is emotionally 
struggling while living with her estranged mother, her boyfriend, and her younger brother. While 
in her dusty, dank garage, her life changes when she accidentally activates the “car,” and discovers 
it is really an Autobot.  Since it can’t speak but only hum, she lovingly names it Bumblebee.  
Unfortunately, her accidental activation also sent a galaxy-wide signal to the Decepticons as to 
the location of B-127.  They waste no time dispatching the likes of Shatter and Dropkick to take 
him out.   
 I will not give the ending away, but let’s just say that Bumblebee’s best efforts to protect 
the lives of people he loves, like Charlie, and people who have it in for him based on 
misinformation, like Colonel Burns, is sacrificial to the core.  Bumblebee’s best efforts at pushing 
back the evil Decepticons also drips with personal sacrifice and transformation.  Yes, an Autobot 
battles best against the Decepticons when he is in a transformed state.  Did you get that?  Do you 
see a one to one spiritual correlation here? I do.   
 You and I, as Christians, are Autobots battling the Decepticons, and our best efforts at 
pushing them back is when we are living transformed lives.  Put differently, if we hide in life by 
looking like an ordinary 1967 Volkswagen, then we will not win too many spiritual battles.  Did 
you do a whole lot of hiding in 2019 so you didn’t cause too many ripples? Optimus Prime, or the 
Lord, wants us, on the other hand, to be transformed in how we live so we can, and will, make 
sure the kingdom of light push back the kingdom of darkness.     
 Transformed living is nothing new.  Paul tells us this much in Romans 12, as you will 
remember:  
 

1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a 
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of 
worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which 
is good and acceptable and perfect (Rom. 12).  
 

As we have seen in our study of this highly practical section, transformational living is supposed 
to occur in everything from how we use our spiritual gifts (Rom. 12:3-9), to how we behave as 
citizens under the governmental form we live under.  Looking back at 2019 in our rearview mirror 
should move you to ask yourself a highly personal question:  Is my life, based on my obedience to 
the Lord and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, being radically transformed in the areas God is most 
concerned with?  I hope so.  God doesn’t want you to hide out from the culture in the form of a 
non-descript 1967 Volkswagen. No, He is looking for ongoing personal change into His holy 
likeness in all the areas isolated by Paul.   
 Looking forward now to 2020, and keeping our eye on the next pericope in Romans Paul 
has for us, we cannot help but see another area where transformational living is desperately 
needed to achieve greater spiritually and to push back the vile, vain work of Decepticons.  That 
area is disclosed with great clarity in Romans 13:8-14.   
 

God Wants Our Love To Be Transformed Into His Love (Rom. 13:8-14) 
 

Our version of what constitutes love can tend to be tainted by sin because we are, well, sinners.  
Authors Milan and Kay Yerkovich illustrate this unfortunate truth in their book How We Love.  
There thesis is clear:  Imprints on how we love early-on impact us for the rest of our lives, and if 
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those imprints are sub-par they will make our loving relationships sub-par, even virtual warzones.  
They go on to list four love styles which need a whole lot of improvement: the avoider, the pleaser, 
the vacillator, and the controller.  Each has its own issues inside and outside of marriage. Avoiders, 
for instance, don’t like to identify and deal with their feelings, seeking to simply stuff them and 
move on . . . hurting.  Pleasers will do anything to keep a loving environment going, even to putting 
up with behavior which is far from loving.  They also thrive on being pampered and encouraged, 
and have issues if these concepts aren’t directed at them. Vacillators love sharing their feelings, 
which typically get stepped on all the time by people who are supposedly insensitive. They are 
also all over the love map, too. One day their up, the other they are down. This behavior causes 
others in their life to pull away and withdraw from them. Controllers, on the other hand, think love 
of other is all about dominating them with fear and a whole lot of never-ending rules and 
regulations.   
 Applied to relationships, you can readily see why these distorted forms of love aren’t the 
kind of selfless, sacrificial love Jesus’s life exemplifies, nor is it the kind of divine love Paul 
describes in 1 Corinthians 13. Love like any of these sad models leads to issues, conflicts, and 
shallow relationships, the very thing God does not want from us.  Applied to marriage, inferior 
forms of love like these lead to marriages people want to get out of, don’t enjoy, and find 
troublesome.  
 What does the Lord want from His people, who can tend to be tainted by sinful, carnal 
forms of love?  He wants their love to be transformed, as I have said, into His form.  How do you 
go about doing this?  For one, study Jesus and seek to learn from His kind, loving example. For 
another, ask the Spirit of God, your Guide and Teacher, to show you where your love is in need of 
improvement so it can look more like God’s form.  Trust me on this one. He won’t waste any time 
answer this prayer either, so listen up. He will speak.  You can also head to great spiritual health 
and maturing in 2020 by paying attention to Paul’s sagacious advice as showcased in Romans 13:8-
14.  These verses are chock-full of data points designed to help you make sure your love is pulsating 
with God’s holy version. How does the skilled apostolic teacher move us to more readily realize 
this lofty goal?  Good question. He does it in a three-fold, easy-to-follow and apply format:  
 

You Have A Definite Message (Rom. 13:8-10) 
What is the message from God? It is found in verses 8 through 10.  
 

8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor 
has fulfilled the law. 9 For this, “YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT 

MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET,” and if there is any other 
commandment, it is summed up in this saying, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR 

AS YOURSELF.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment 
of the law.  
 

Paul’s words can be subdivided here into two supportive concepts. 
 Two commands, one negative and one positive, disclose our responsibility where love is 
concerned. Will consider these commands in the order in which they appear.  The negative 
command is quite clear:  

Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another.  
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The negative (Μηδενὶ) before the present tense imperative here (ὀφείλετε) is not forbidding 
believers from owing anyone any money.  The Mosaic Law permitted the lending of money with 
interest, providing the one you loaned to was not destitute (Ex. 22:25; Lev. 25:35-36; Deut. 15:7-
9).  Many of Christ’s parables deal with money and the loaning of money by the Lord to His people. 
The Parable of the Talents (Matt. 25:14-30) is a case in point. Loaning money, therefore, is not 
prohibited here.  What is prohibited is a saint who is constantly in a state of owing anyone and 
everyone money, resulting in them never paying off their debts.   

Ever met anyone like this? I have. I had a friend one time whose marriage hit the proverbial 
rocks.  He worked hard at saving his money, only to find out his wife had run up a Visa bill of 
$30,000 on items for their grown children. After a knock-down, drag-out verbal confrontation, 
she confessed her inappropriate spending habits, and agreed to never do it again so he could pay 
off the indebted amount.  Once he paid it off, she wasted no time running it back up again to the 
same amount and for the same reason(s).  

Is this you?  Are you awash in debt?  Do you live from card to card and charge to charge?  
Do you only ever make the minimum payment? Based on making your minimum payment is your 
payoff date so far out if makes you feel helpless . . . so you, then, just feed the issue by charging 
more? If this describes you, we have people here who can help you should you need wisdom and 
guidance.  This is not how a maturing, growing saint of Christ should live, ever.  Why?  Financial 
bondage, by definition, will keep you from being able to do what you need to do to love others.  
You might need to read that one more time.  This time, let it sink into your mind, heart, and soul.  
Better yet, commit right now to attend our Financial Peace University class starting on January 12th 
on Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. in Room 202.  This Dave Ramsey class will revolutionize your 
financial life and help you personally and spiritually be all God wants you to be.  It will also 
position you to love others as you are supposed to because you will have the funds to do so.   

The next present tense is implied in the second clause:  
 
8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; 
 

Instead of being financially enmeshed in debt to anyone and everyone, a maturing believer is living 
a transformed life by understanding and living out God’s present tense command to always be 
indebted to loving others in our lives . . . first the saints, and then the sinners.  Did you get this?  
We, as believers, have a never-ending debt to show love toward people, and we know it is never-
ending because it is grounded in the model of our Lord.  There was not a moment in His life where 
He did not stop and show love toward hurting, sometimes nasty, angry people.  He gave them His 
time when He was tired from a long day of work, He met their needs as they lined up to see Him, 
He answered their questions even when those questions had barbs and bombs attached to them. 
People flocked to Him because He exuded love, the unconditional, no-strings-attached kind of 
divine love.   
 Catherine Lawes is a living illustration of what Paul talks about here: 
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When Lewis Lawes became 
Warden of Sing Sing prison in 
1920, the inmates existed in 
wretched conditions. This led 
him to introduce humanitarian 
reforms. He gave much of the 
credit to his wife, Catherine, 
however, who always treated the 
prisoners as human beings. She 

would often take her three children and sit with the gangsters, the murderers, and 
the racketeers while they played basketball and baseball. Then in 1937, Catherine 
was killed in a car accident. The next day her body lay in a casket in a house about 
¼ of a mile from the institution. When the acting Warden found hundreds of 
prisoners crowded around the main entrance, he knew what they wanted. Opening 
the gate, he said, ‘Men, I’m going to trust you. You can go to the house.’ No count 
was taken; no guards posted. Yet not one man was missing that night. Love for one 
who would love them and made them dependable.1 
 

Katherine was buried outside the walls of that prison where she had shown the love of Christ to 
those who needed it most.  Where will they bury you?  Will it be next to those people you showed 
the love of Christ to?  Who will show up for your funeral?  Will it be people from all walks of life 
you were the hands and feet of Christ to?  Who, I ask, will be the next Katherine Lawes? We need 
more saints like her because they show what it means to be indebted to others in love, Christ’s 
love, a love which truly changes lives and the wicked world we live in.  This is our transformative 
message.  We are called to be indebted, all the time, to others who need the love of Jesus. Will you 
remember this definite message in 2020?   
 What is the result if you chose to live a life of selfless, sacrificial love for others in the New 
Year?  Paul answers this query in the next three verses:   

  
8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor 
has fulfilled the law (Rom. 13).  
 

To show acts of love toward your neighbor, who can be anyone you encounter in life, is to fulfill 
the requirements to all of the Law of Moses.  The flipside of this is true as well:  You can hold on 
tightly to your Pharisaical rules and regulations, especially if your love form is best described as a 
Controller, and you might motivate people to do things your way; you might even be great and 
skilled at following the rules and regulations of the New Testament; however, if you do not have 
love for others what, I ask, have you? Nothing really. You have a form of godliness but not the 
power and maturity of true godliness for you have forsaken God’s mandate to love people above 
all things. Jesus said this love for others formed the second of the two greatest commandments 
(Matt. 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34; Luke 10:25-28): Love God first, and love people second.  Do you? 
Will you?  
 A wealthy and unbelieving dentist friend of mine and his wife took her brother to church 
when he returned home from Vietnam. While in country he had used his highly trained 

                                                           
1Miguel Hernandez, The Mysterious Death of the Angel of Sing Sing, April 4, 2017, ewyorkhistoryblog.org/2017/04 

/the-mysterious-death-of-the-angel-of-sing-sing/.  
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Dobermans to track down VC in jungles and in tunnels.  He had PTSD to say the least, so when 
he returned back to the States, he knew he needed help.  Not knowing what do to, this non-
Christian family attended a local church in Dallas.  Nobody greeted them. Nobody spoke to them. 
Nobody followed up on them. They never returned to church because the hypocrisy was so great. 
In a place where they desperately needed unconditional love and acceptance, they encountered 
cold, distant, uncaring, and indifferent saints. Tragic.  
 What’s lacking in many churches?  Love, Christ’s love.  What’s lacking in so many 
marriages? Love, Christ’s love. What’s lacking in politics? Love, Christ’s love. Christ’s love not 
only makes the Father proud of His saints, it has a positive, transformative power on the saint in 
question who evidences it and the world about him/her.  What could have happened in this young 
Army soldier’s life had saints unconditionally embraced the former warrior? May we never be 
found wanting for leading with words and actions of love around here.  
 Watch how Paul takes this discussion about how love fulfills the Law and shows us how 
it pragmatically works:  
 

9 For this, "You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, 
You shall not covet," and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in 
this saying, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 10 Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law.  
 

If you truly love others, you won’t give into adultery because you would never do that to someone 
you actually loved. If you truly love others, then you will not want to kill them either when they 
wrong or hurt you, and you certainly won’t want to steal from them, nor want anything that is 
theirs. Love does change everything when it comes to the Laws of God.  Yes, if you truly love others 
as God loves them, you will not spend your time thinking of how to get even with them.  Amazing, 
isn’t it?   
 

• Most of Twitter would be put out of business, if love prevailed. 
• Church schisms would be solved, if love prevailed.  
• Marriages would be more like a paradise than a warzone, if love prevailed.  
• Op Ed pieces would be written differently, if love prevailed.  
• Political speeches would sound different, if love prevailed.  
• Friendships wouldn’t be dissolved if they hit a rough patch either, if love 

prevailed.  
• Ex-wives and ex-husbands wouldn’t think of ways to hurt the wife or husband 

who replaced them in their former marriage, if love prevailed.   
 

Love is assailed today, being replaced by anger, vicious rhetoric, hatred, trash-talking and so forth.  
Our marching orders from the Lord couldn’t be clearer:  His message calls for us to love as He 
loved.  That’s a tall order, but the benefits lead to personal and societal change. Will this message 
not just resonate with your life in 2020 but be seen when you walk out these doors of worship in 
every area of your life?  
 And just in case you need a little push in the right direction, Paul does not let you down.  
Remember, he was a masterful teacher who desired, more than anything else, than for his students 
to spiritually grow and flourish.  So, what does he tell you? He informs you that . . .  
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You Have A Definite Motivation (Rom. 13:11-12a) 
Interesting. What is the motivation from allowing our sometimes tainted, twisted form of love to 
morph and merge into God’s lofty, pristine form? THE motivation is directly related to the 
appearance of the Lord Jesus.  Here is how Paul puts it:  
 

11 Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from 
sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. 12 The night is 
almost gone, and the day is near.  
 

Regarding Paul’s teaching here, two theological observations are certainly warranted.  
 The truth of His coming.  Many Bible verses remind us of the fact that Jesus will return just as 
He left.  Here’s a sampling:  
 

3If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that 
where I am, there you may be also (John 14).  

 
51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For this 
perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will 
have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “DEATH 

IS SWALLOWED UP in victory (1 Cor. 15).  
 

20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ; 21 who will transform the body of our humble state into 
conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has 
even to subject all things to Himself (Phil. 3).  

 
2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will 
be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him 
just as He is (1 John 3).   
 

All these verses do is echo what the angels told the shocked disciples as they watched Jesus bodily 
ascend up in to the clouds on Mount Zion (Acts 1:11-12):  
 

11 They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, 
who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as 
you have watched Him go into heaven” (Acts 1).  
 

You cannot read through the New Testament and fail to learn that Jesus is going to return from 
His dimension to ours.  This truth leads, of course, to our second observation:  
 The time of His coming. This is THE question.  Who knows?  Nobody.  All we know is that 
His coming is what the Bible scholars call “imminent.”  Dr. Renald Showers does a fine job defining 
this key term:  
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Thus, an imminent event is one that is always hanging overhead, is constantly 
ready to befall overtake a person, is always close at hand in the sense that it could 
happen at any moment. Other things may happen before the immanent event, but 
nothing else must take place before it happens. If anything else must take place 
before an event can happen, that event is not imminent. The necessity of something 
else taking place first destroys the concept of immanency.2 
 

Since the Second Coming of Christ can be “somewhat” calculated by adding up and paying 
attention to the unfolding of God’s twenty-one successive judgments in the Tribulation, as 
disclosed in the book of Revelation (Rev. 4-19), and since in the Second Coming Christ touches 
down on earth (Zech. 14), this event must be the Rapture of the Church.  In this event, all saints 
dead/alive at the time, ascend to be with the Lord in heaven (1 Thess. 4:13-18), and then at time of 
divine wrath follows (1 Thess. 5).  As such, this event is always in a state of immanency, meaning 
nothing need transpire before it can be instantly realized.  For a scholastic look at the 
chronological structure of the seven-year tribulation period, I would direct you to read Gary 
Cohen’s excellent book on the subject titled Understanding Revelation.  
 Many biblical texts address this imminent return of Jesus for His saints:  
 

5 Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near (Phil. 4).  
 

10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, 
who rescues us from the wrath to come (1 Thess. 1).  

 
13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Christ Jesus, . . . (Titus 2).  

 
7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for 
the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and 
late rains. 8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord 
is near (James 5).   
 

                                                           
2Renald Showers, Maranantha: Our Lord, Come! (Bellmawr, NJ: The Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry, Inc., 

1995),  127.  
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Here’s the point.  If the Lord’s return for His church 
was at hand 2,000 years ago, how close is it now?  
Close.  And since it is close, we all need to get our 
spiritual acts together (sorry for the ‘60s term, but 
it works) and make sure we show love, like Fred 
Rodgers did with Tom Junod of Esquire magazine. 
The reporter had a record of belittling and 
besmirching the characters of people he wrote 
about, but that all changed when his hard life met 
the love of Christ exuded in the kind, gentle, 
thoughtful words from a children’s TV character.   
 One day, one moment (and it might be the 
next) you will be glorified and ushered into God’s 
throne room. There you will stand before His 
Judgment Seat (Beama) and give account not for the 
quantity of your Christian acts of service, but for the 

quality and motivation behind said service.  Love, I’m sure, will be the standard of measurement.  
How will you fare, is the question.  I pray you will fare well because you took Paul’s teaching to 
heart.   
 Paul’s entire goal is to help saints grow spiritually by moving from immature versions of 
love to a divine version.  Thus far, he has guided us toward this goal achievement by first giving us 
the message about it, then by making sure we understand the motivation for pursuing it.  He closes 
out his quest with one final instructive thought.  
 

You Have A Definite Model (Rom. 13:12b-14)  
When you are attempting to assemble something, a picture is, as they say, worth a thousand 
words.  Paul understood this and that’s why he closes out this section with two models we can 
look to in our bid to grow in divine love for others.   
 First, there is the negative model:  
 

12 The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore, let us lay aside the deeds 
of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave properly as in the day, 
not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in 
strife and jealousy.  
 

“The night” here references the time when sin and Satan run rampant, or the evil, dark age (Gal. 
1:4), while “the day” denotes, contextually, the time of Christ glorious arrival for His saints.  In 
lieu of Christ’s imminent arrival, believers, who want to evidence Christ’s love to this lost world, 
must waste no time daily putting off wicked clothing.  All of the sins listed here destroy love, by 
default.  For instance, a saint who can’t (or won’t) shake “carousing and drunkenness” will be too 
inebriated to pay attention to situations where divine love is needed.  Likewise, a saint consumed 
with some form of sexual sin, be what it may, will not be properly equipped to selflessly love 
others because they are so busy, so consumed with fulfilling their base, carnal desires.  Also, if a 
saint drifts, say, from church to church stirring up strife and jealousy between believers, how can 
love prevail?  
 I knew a women’s Sunday School teacher in San Diego once who continually told her class 
why she, and they, should not respect and follow their pastor.  No one held her voice in check, no 
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one confronted this sinful saints, and at a business meeting her pride got the best of her when she 
stood up and attacked the pastor’s preaching, teaching, and even his beloved wife and little 
children.  Again, no one held her voice in check, and no one confronted her, and it was not long 
before that godly, gifted pastor left the ministry altogether . . . forever.  Looking back, I can think 
of a few soiled garments she should have removed in order to show love to the brethren.   
 While you take stock of your spiritual walk right now, and while you look to making the 
New year really new, spiritually speaking, you have to ask yourself a probing question: What 
godless garments in my life need to go so I can live in love for Christ? I think you know what they 
are right now, don’t you?  
 Positively, on the other hand, Paul tells saints, who want to know how to love as God 
loves, what garment they need to put on:  

 
14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard 
to its lusts.  
 

The opening word, “but” is the strongest adversative in Greek, viz., alla (ἀλλά).  It’s as if Paul says, 
drop this godless clothing but don’t forget to daily put on the Lord Jesus Christ (Col. 3:10-11; Eph. 
2:16; 4:13, 25).  What does that mean? It means we put on His character.  What is His character 
like?  It absolutely made no provision whatsoever for the desires of the flesh. Perhaps you made 
provisions, excuses, and rationalizations for your godless desires in 2019.  Why, you might have 
even painted them to be quite all-right in your mind so your conscience would quit bothering you.  
Now, however, the Spirit has His finger on that desire which has to go in order His love to flow in 
and through your life.  What are you going to do about it?   
 Wise, maturing believers take off garment number one. It’s called . . .  
 

• The Garment of the Flesh 
 

They take it off and throw it on the floor. Then, they take garment number two in hand.  It’s called 
. . .  
 

• The Garment of Christ’s Character 
 

With that fine garment in hand, they put it on so their love becomes His love, resulting in a life 
well-lived and a culture that will not know what hit it.   
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