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n 1865, John Wesley Work Jr. wrote the moving nativity song Go Tell It On The Mountain.   
 

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born. 

 
Why did John challenge saints to boldly and joyously go to proverbial mountaintops to announce 
the birth of a Jewish baby named Jesus Christ?  The second and third stanzas of his upbeat, briskly 
moving melody give us the much needed answer:  
 

The shepherds feared and trembled 
When lo! Above the Earth 
Rang out the angel chorus 

That hailed our Savior's birth 
(stanza two) 

 
Down in a lowly manger 

Our humble Christ was born 
And God sent us salvation 

That blessed Christmas morn 
(stanza three)  

 

I 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ
https://genius.com/Christmas-songs-go-tell-it-on-the-mountain-lyrics#note-15890693
https://genius.com/Christmas-songs-go-tell-it-on-the-mountain-lyrics#note-15890693
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The birth of Jesus should be proclaimed for all to hear because, as John Work correctly writes, the 
long-awaited divine Savior/Messiah was born.  When is the last time you shared this timeless 
truth from the mountaintops of your life?   
 Long before John Work gave us good reasons to share the good spiritual news of the birth 
of Jesus, another John, the beloved disciple of Jesus (John 13:23), gave us many viable reasons to 
proclaim the significance of Christ’s birth.  Those reasons, for John, are founded upon Christ not 
only associating Himself with the great divine name as given to Moses by God (I Am that I Am, Ex. 
3:14), but also with how Jesus classified this verbal subject with precise predicates.  We have 
covered seven so far in our study:   
 

• One, I am the bread of life (John 6:35, 41, 48, 51) 
• Two, I am the light of the world (John 8:12; 9:5) 
• Three, I am the door (John 10:7, 9, 11, 14) 
• Four, I am the vine (John 15) 
• Five, I am the way (John 14:6) 
• Six, I am the truth (John 14:6) 
• Seventh, I am the life (John 14:6) 
 

Of these, one of the most powerful is showcased in John chapter 8.  Here Jesus, in a complicated, 
somewhat heated, and lengthy debate in the Temple Treasury with the Jewish scribes and 
Pharisees definitively, clearly, and repeatedly identified Himself.  This is most amazing.  To 
religious leaders . . .  
 

• Who had determined a priori that Jesus was not the divine Messiah 
• Who mocked Him for not obeying the Law (which they had just disobeyed by 

bringing an adulterous woman for Him to condemn without also bringing the 
guilty man (Lev. 20:10; Deut. 22:22) . . .. funny and tragic how lawless people 
always wrap themselves in a selective use of the Law to achieve their sinister 
purposes of silencing law-abiding people . . . 

• Who condemned Him for giving only Himself as a witness to His identity (John 
8:12-20) 

• Who did not understand that Jesus spoke about returning to heaven where He 
came from originally (John 8:21-23) 

• Who curelessly and arrogantly asked Him, “Who are you” (with heavy, 
sarcastic emphasis being placed on the verb, are, John 8:25) 

• Who claimed that they, as Jews, were not slaves to sin as Jesus suggested 
because their religious heritage was tied to Abraham (John 8:33) 

• Who, when confronted that they were, in fact, children of the Devil because of 
their murderous and vehement rejection of Jesus, resorted to slapping Jesus 
with a nasty pejorative title. What did they, who had lost the argument say? 
The smugly said Christ was the product of an illegitimate birth out of wedlock 
(John 8:41).   

• Who sarcastically slapped Jesus with the title of being demon possessed and a 
worthless half-breed Jew, not a full-blooded, holy, chosen one (John 8:48).  
Again, those who have lost the argument against a person of principle and truth 
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typically resort to vicious, vile name-calling 
• Who were really convinced Jesus was demon possessed when He said that to 

believe in Him was to have life everlasting (John 8:52) 
• Who openly and laughingly mocked Him for saying He was greater than the 

deceased Abraham and the mighty prophets of old (John 8:53)  
• Who in utter disbelief and disgust asked Him, “Who do you make yourself out 

to be?” (John 8:53) 
 

All throughout this verbal barrage, Jesus, the lover of the souls of sinners, calmly and definitively 
answered their questions in order to guide even the likes of these pious and powerful religious 
charlatans to a point where they would have to decide to embrace Him or efface Him. He identified 
Himself most clearly in John 8:23 when He declared:  
 

23 . . . .“You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this 
world. 24 I said therefore to you, that you shall die in your sins; for unless you 
believe that I am He, you shall die in your sins” (John 8). 
 

You will notice the Bible translators added the personal pronoun “He” to Christ’s statement in 
order for it to make grammatical sense to English readers.  It is not present in the original text, 
which means we can remove it.  Really, in Greek gave these godless, argumentative, spiritual smug 
men a clear revelation of His identity by saying He was, in fact, the I AM, or the God who 
communed with Moses with at the burning bush, and who revealed Himself by this lofty, 
intriguing title at various places in the Old Testament.  Here is how the Greek reads:  
 

 John 8:24 εἶπον οὖν ὑμῖν ὅτι ἀποθανεῖσθε ἐν ταῖς ἁμαρτίαις ὑμῶν· ἐὰν γὰρ μὴ 
πιστεύσητε ὅτι ἐγώ εἰμι, ἀποθανεῖσθε ἐν ταῖς ἁμαρτίαις ὑμῶν.  
 

The first person personal pronoun, ego (ἐγώ ), I, wedded to the first person present tense verb, eimi 
(εἰμι) I am, instantly wedded Jesus with the divine name of God in the Torah and the Prophets.  
Immediately, the minds of those men who were trained in the Torah and the Prophets should have 
known that Jesus just equated Himself with the God of the Old Testament for this was His regal, 
divine title of all titles:  
 

NIV Exodus 3:14 God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say 
to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.'" 
 
BGT Exodus 3:14 καὶ εἶπεν ὁ θεὸς πρὸς Μωυσῆν ἐγώ εἰμι ὁ ὤν καὶ εἶπεν οὕτως 
ἐρεῖς τοῖς υἱοῖς Ισραηλ ὁ ὢν ἀπέσταλκέν με πρὸς ὑμᾶς 
 

This title is somewhat different because the present tense participle of the verb to be, on (ὤν ) 
follows and further defines the divine title of “I, I AM,” but it was still a title all Jews knew 
belonged only to the living God.  
 In the following usages, the word “he” is not part of the Greek text, but it is part of the 
Hebrew text, ani, ֲאִני (I) without a copula/verb “to be,” hu,  The ellipsis of the verb makes  .(he)  ֽהּוא
the statement most emphatic. Again, all of these limited usages applied directly to the divine name 
of God, a formula educated Jews like the scribes and Pharisees would have known all too well:   
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NAB Deuteronomy 32:39 See now that I, I alone, am he, and there is no god besides 
me. It is I who bring both death and life, I who inflict wounds and heal them, and 
from my hand no one can deliver (Deut. 32). 
 
BGT Deuteronomy 32:39 ἴδετε ἴδετε ὅτι ἐγώ εἰμι καὶ οὐκ ἔστιν θεὸς πλὴν ἐμοῦ ἐγὼ 
ἀποκτενῶ καὶ ζῆν ποιήσω πατάξω κἀγὼ ἰάσομαι καὶ οὐκ ἔστιν ὃς ἐξελεῖται ἐκ τῶν 
χειρῶν μου (Deut. 32). 
 
NAS Isaiah 41:4 "Who has performed and accomplished it, Calling forth the 
generations from the beginning? 'I, the LORD, am the first, and with the last. I am 
He.'" 
 
BGT Isaiah 41:4 τίς ἐνήργησεν καὶ ἐποίησεν ταῦτα ἐκάλεσεν αὐτὴν ὁ καλῶν αὐτὴν 
ἀπὸ γενεῶν ἀρχῆς ἐγὼ θεὸς πρῶτος καὶ εἰς τὰ ἐπερχόμενα ἐγώ εἰμι 
 
NAS Isaiah 43:10 "You are My witnesses," declares the LORD, "And My servant 
whom I have chosen, In order that you may know and believe Me, and understand 
that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, and there will be none after Me. 
 
BGT Isaiah 43:10 γένεσθέ μοι μάρτυρες κἀγὼ μάρτυς λέγει κύριος ὁ θεός καὶ ὁ 
παῖς ὃν ἐξελεξάμην ἵνα γνῶτε καὶ πιστεύσητε καὶ συνῆτε ὅτι ἐγώ εἰμι ἔμπροσθέν 
μου οὐκ ἐγένετο ἄλλος θεὸς καὶ μετ᾽ ἐμὲ οὐκ ἔσται 
 
NAB Isaiah 43:13 yes, from eternity I am he; There is none who can deliver from my 
hand: I act and who can cancel it? 
 

 43:13Isaiah  WTT י ֔הּואַּגם־ִמּיֹו֙ם ָּנה׃  ֲאִנ֣ י ְיִׁשיֶבֽ ל ּוִמ֥ יל ֶאְפַע֖ י ַמִּצ֑ ין ִמָּיִד֖  ְוֵא֥
  

 
NAS Isaiah 48:12 "Listen to Me, O Jacob, even Israel whom I called; I am He, I am the 
first, I am also the last. 
 
BGT Isaiah 48:12 ἄκουέ μου Ιακωβ καὶ Ισραηλ ὃν ἐγὼ καλῶ ἐγώ εἰμι πρῶτος καὶ ἐγώ εἰμι 
εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα 
 

Why all this grammatical analysis?  Because God is in the grammar.  Since every jot and tittle is 
inspired, it matters greatly what words Jesus employed to identify Himself.  To those, therefore, 
to whom He said in John 8:23 that they would die in their sins if they did not recognize that “I am 
He,” He minced no words in saying “I Am the eternal God.”   
 The statement bounced off their hardened, unbelieving hearts.  How do I know this? 
Because of the follow-up question they articulated, “Who are You?, ” “σὺ τίς εἶ”  (John 8:25). Again, 
out of love for these lost leaders, Jesus restated His identity in precise terms they should have 
grasped:  

NAS John 8:28 Jesus therefore said, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will 
know that I am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things 
as the Father taught Me. 
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BGT John 8:28 εἶπεν οὖν [αὐτοῖς] ὁ Ἰησοῦς· ὅταν ὑψώσητε τὸν υἱὸν τοῦ ἀνθρώπου, τότε 
γνώσεσθε ὅτι ἐγώ εἰμι, καὶ ἀπ᾽ ἐμαυτοῦ ποιῶ οὐδέν, ἀλλὰ καθὼς ἐδίδαξέν με ὁ πατὴρ 
ταῦτα λαλῶ. 
 

Did you get that?  They didn’t.  The divine formula for the eternal God just bounced off the 
hardened gate of their dark fortress of unbelief.  He said, “You won’t grasp who I am until you have 
crucified me.”  But even then, from what we read in the gospel accounts of Christ’s crucifixion, 
the majority of these leaders mocked and taunted Him, the eternal God.  How great was their 
unbelief. How tragic.  
 Two times He told them exactly who He was, and two times they would not connect the 
dots because they chose not to believe the evidences He produced.  So what happened?  They got 
all hung up on the fact that Jesus said He would grant eternal life to all those who believed in Him 
as the Savior/Messiah (John 8:49-52). They REALLY tripped all over Christ’s claim that Abraham, 
the father of the Jewish nation, “rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad” (John 8:56).  
They knew full-well what this statement connoted: Jesus just said He knew Abraham and 
Abraham knew Him. 

You can appreciate their response to this claim:  How could Jesus, a mortal man born in 
Bethlehem, claim that He, of all people, could grant eternal life to anyone?  What?  Did He actually 
think He, of all people, was greater than father Abraham?  Did He, who was not yet fifty years old, 
think He was actually around in Abraham’s day?  

For a third time Jesus pounded away on the door of their hardened unbelief with this 
provocative, powerful, and penetrating statement:  

 
 NAB John 8:58 Jesus said to them, "Amen, amen, I say to you, before Abraham came 
to be, I AM." 
 
BGT John 8:58 εἶπεν αὐτοῖς Ἰησοῦς· ἀμὴν ἀμὴν λέγω ὑμῖν, πρὶν Ἀβραὰμ γενέσθαι ἐγὼ 
εἰμί. 
 

Jesus not only said He was alive during the time of Abraham their forefather, He definitively stated 
He was the eternal God who has existed even before there was time and space.  Isaiah 7:14, 9:6, 
and Micah 5:2 prophesied the Messiah would be God in the flesh and Jesus stood there stating 
that He was, in fact, that eternal God who had come to be their Messiah and Savior.   
 How did the unbelieving religious leaders respond?  They attempted to stone Him for 
blasphemy (John 8:59), but He used His divine powers to slip out through the crowd in the 
Temple Treasury.   
 How should they have responded?  They should have worshipped Him, the eternal God.  
This is the import of this pivotal passage in John.  This is the main idea which is woven through 
this passage like a beautiful thread.   

 

Jesus Should Be Worshipped Because He Is The Eternal God 
 (John 8) 

 
All of the evidence points to Jesus as the eternal God worthy of our worship. It is evidence the 
religious leaders of His day should have paid great attention to.   
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As God Eternal Jesus Performed Familiar Divine Miracles 
Since the God of the Old Testament used miracles to verify His person and message, the Jews of 
Christ’s day should have stopped and pondered: Since the Messiah would be divine (Isa. 7:14; 9:6; 
Mic. 5:1-2), Jesus must be divine because He effortlessly performed similar/familiar miracles: 

 
• The eternal God of the OT is the God who controls storms.  To read Jonah chapter 1 is to 

see the truth of this premise. To read how Jesus quelled a storm with three 
short words is to see the eternal God in action: 37 And there arose a fierce gale 
of wind, and the waves were breaking over the boat so much that the boat was 
already filling up. 38 And He Himself was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; 
and they awoke Him and said to Him, "Teacher, do You not care that we are 
perishing?" 39 And being aroused, He rebuked the wind and said to the sea, 
"Hush, be still." And the wind died down and it became perfectly calm. 40 And 
He said to them, "Why are you so timid? How is it that you have no faith?" 41 
And they became very much afraid and said to one another, "Who then is this, 
that even the wind and the sea obey Him?" (Mk. 4).  The disciples asked a 
logical question. This had to be the eternal God on board the boat with them 
that evening.  

• The eternal God of the OT is the God who miraculously provides bread. God gave His 
chosen people manna every night when the dew fell around the camp for forty 
years (Num. 11:7-9).  Jesus, provided real bread on two separate occasions to 
thousands of people when He only had a few pieces to work with.  In one 
setting He took meager amounts of bread and used it to feed 5,000 men and on 
another to fed 4,000 (Matt. 14:17-19; 15:34-36).   

• The eternal God of the OT is the God who gave and removed leprosy.  He did it to Moses 
in  order to verify that He was, in fact, with Moses as Israel’s deliverer.  6 And the 
LORD furthermore said to him, "Now put your hand into your bosom." So he put his hand into 
his bosom, and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous like snow. 7 Then He said, 
"Put your hand into your bosom again." So he put his hand into his bosom again; and when he 
took it out of his bosom, behold, it was restored like the rest of his flesh. 8 "And it shall come 
about that if they will not believe you or heed the witness of the first sign, they may believe the 
witness of the last sign (Exod. 4). Jesus, in turn, acted in the same fashion when He, 
the eternal God, encountered someone riddled with leprosy: 2 And behold, a leper 
came to Him, and bowed down to Him, saying, "Lord, if You are willing, You can make me 
clean." 3 And He stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, "I am willing; be cleansed." 
And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. (Matt. 8:2-3 NAS) 

 
We will stop here because I am sure you get the point.  Jesus did not only claimed He was the 
eternal God who should be worshipped, He acted just like the eternal God of the Old Testament. The 
evidence was so clear, so precise . . . down to His name as the I AM, but the majority of the people 
did not connect the dots because they were consumed with three things: One,  with their hatred of Jesus 
(after all, He had dared to clear the Temple, John 2:14ff, to question their teaching and traditions, 
Matthew 5-7,  to audaciously perform miracles on the holy Sabbath, Matt. 12:2, 10  John 5:9ff; 
9:14ff); two, with their unbelief that anything good could actually come out of a place called Galilee (John 7:41-
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52); and three, with their love of darkness/evil/sin and not light/holiness.  As we read from Christ’s lips in 
John 3: 19 And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the 
light; for their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his 
deeds should be exposed. (John. 3). 
 Let me ask you a highly personal question:  What are you reasons this Christmas for not 
embracing, by faith, Jesus Christ who, as the eternal God, came to become man’s Savior for sin by 
defeating sin on the cross and by rising the third day to eternal life? Everything about His life, from 
His teaching, to His miracles, to His equating Himself with the great I Am of history and time and 
space demonstrates that He is the eternal God worthy of our worship.  So what will it be?  Will 
you embrace Him by faith, or will you continue to efface Him?    
 While you are contemplating your answer to that question of all questions, I would point 
out to you that Christ’s statement that He was/is the I AM decisively shows why He is worship 
worthy:  

 

As God Eternal Jesus Is Equipped To Be The Creator 
Why?  In a non-eternal cosmos, you need, by definition, a being greater than the creation to set it 
all in motion.  Sure, the scientific evidence appears to point to a Big Bang when all the matter in 
the cosmos was reduced to the so-called singularity.  But this concept still leaves us wondering . . 
.   

• Where did matter come from? How did it wind up on a singularity? That was 
fortunate. Where did the vacuum of space originate?  

•  How did all of the laws which govern our complex cosmos originate from this 
cosmic explosion? Allan Sandage, one of the fathers of modern astronomy, and 
discoverer of quasars and winner of the Crafoord Prize, astronomy’s equivalent 
of the Nobel Prize, gives us educated insight: “I find it quite improbable that 
such order came out of chaos. There has to be some organizing principle. God 
to me is a mystery but is the explanation for the miracle of existence—why 
there is something rather than nothing.”1 

• Why are the laws of the cosmos true at all times and in all places? Why does 
the speed of light always measure the same 186,000 miles per second? Why 
does it not deviate? Why is it consistent and predictable? Concerning these 
amazing laws, cosmologist Sean Carroll remarks, “A law of physics is a pattern 
that nature obeys without exception.”2  Why? Because there is a God who 
designed the laws and said laws are subservient to Him.   

• How did intricate order occur without a Designer with a cosmic explosion 
occurred?  “Chandra Wickramasinghe, professor of applied mathematics at the 
University of Cardiff, Wales, reminded his readers that the statistical 
probability forming even a single enzyme, the building block of the gene, which 
is in turn the building block of the cell, is 1 in 1040,000. The translation of that 
figure is that it would require more attempts for the formation of one enzyme 
than there are atoms in all the stars of all the galaxies in the entire known 

                                                           
1John Lennox, God’s Undertaker: Has Science Buried God? (Oxford: Lion Hudson, 2009), 65-66.  
  
2Scientists Baffled By Laws of Nature, Everystudent.com, accessed Dec. 19, 2019,  https://www.everystudent 

.com/wires/organized.html.  
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universe.”3 It sure looks like this order was order by a powerful divine 
intelligence. Yes, how did so much of our cosmos come out looking as if it was 
designed by an intelligent force?  Charles Townes, the winner of the Nobel 
Prize for Physics in 1964 and who discovered the maser, the forerunner of the 
laser, offers this cogent answer, “In my view, the question of origin seems to be 
left unanswered if we explore it from a scientific point of view. This, I believe 
there is a need for some religious or metaphysical explanation. I believe in the 
concept of God and in his existence.”4 

• Why is there something rather than nothing? 
• How did morals originate if we are all but a product of unthinking, blind, 

random chance?   
• What is the force which holds this delicate order together so we can enjoy life?  
 

Jesus, as the great I AM, is the answer to all the questions listed above, questions science is not 
equipped to answer.  How did life come from non-life?  The Scriptures give us the most logical 
answer:  
 

3 All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being 
that has come into being. 4 In Him was life . . . (John 1).  
 

He who is life gave us life. He who is something looked at nothing and made it something.  
What is the glue which holds the ever-expanding, highly complex cosmos together? Again, 

the Scripture is quite clear:  
 

16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have 
been created by Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all 
things hold together (Col. 1). 
 

By means of Christ, the eternal God, all things, seen and unseen, were brought into existence.  And 
He is eternal, for He is, as Paul states, “before all things.”  
 

• He is before the law of polarity.  
• He is before the laws of gravitation and relativity 
• He is before the laws of thermodynamics  
• He is before the laws of physics 
• He is before the laws of electromagnetism 
• He is before the laws of photonics 
• He is before the law of conservation of mass 
• He is before Henry’s gas law which states that the amount of dissolved gas in a 

liquid is proportional to its partial pressure above the liquid. This 
proportionality factor is called Henry’s law constant.  

                                                           
3Ravi Zacharias, Jesus Among Other Gods (Nashville: Word Publishing, 2000), 65.  
  
4Lennox, 69.     
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It is because of His eternal presence as the great I Am that everything exists as it is and that it all 
holds together without spinning off into chaos. And to think that this eternal God, who called 
Himself, the I AM, to underscore His eternal nature, condescended to our low estate by being 
born in Bethlehem so He could go on to become the Savior for sinners.  His actions boggle the 
mind.   
 Sinful man’s reaction to Him is even more mind boggling.  Staring Him in the face they 
chose to expose Him as a charlatan.  Staring Him in the face they chose to remain dedicated to 
their false views about Him. Staring Him in the face they failed to consider the evidence that He 
was, in fact, the eternal God who came as His prophets prophesied He would to die for the sin of 
sinners.   
 What should they have done?  Based on all the evidence at hand they should have 
worshipped Him. They should have dropped their vain, vacuous arguments designed to efface 
Him and they should have bowed in adoration of Him and embraced Him by faith.  Two thousand 
years later it is your turn. What will you do this Christmas? That is the question each of us must 
answer.  I’ve settled that question years ago. Now, I shout from the mountaintops, it’s your turn 
to turn to Jesus, the great I AM, in saving faith.   
 
Additional Note:  
 
If you would like to read about the philosophical need for a purely Actualized, Non-Dependent, 
and Eternal Being, read chapter 13 titled Theism in Norman Geisler’s Christian Apologetics, pp. 237-
259.  Since infinite regression of cause/effect is impossible because no effect is self-caused, there 
needs to be Someone who is Uncaused, Someone who is . . . ontologically speaking. .  . in a state of 
eternal being upon which the chain of cause/effect can be hung.  That person is Jesus, the great I 
AM.   

 
Additional questions for personal consideration: Are you arguing with Jesus in your head? Do you 
mock His claims? Do you slap pejorative terms on Him so you can feel better about yourself and 
your supposedly tenuous worldview? Has your unbelief blinded you concerning the identity of 
Jesus?  Is your love of religious tradition and spiritual heredity caused you to think you, of all 
people, don’t need a faith relationship with Jesus?  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


