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hat does a person maturing in Christ look like?  Romans gives us a detailed list:  
 
 

• He is not ashamed of the gospel of Jesus and is passionate about sharing it with 
all nationalities (Rom. 1:16).  

• He is keenly aware of the spiraling and desensitizing nature of sin; hence he 
seeks to steer clear of it (Rom. 1:18-32).  

• He possesses an indescribable inner peace with God, a peace which enables 
him to gain insight from life’s most difficult circumstances (Rom. 5:1-4).  

• His life is sensitive to sin and seeks to, by means of the power of the Spirit, to 
break free from sinful bondage (Rom. 6:19).  

• He seeks to live a victorious life in relation to sin by daily seeking the 
empowerment of the Spirit of God who is resident in him (Rom. 8).  

• He knows he is a son of God and is, by definition, called to live like a son by+ 
mirroring his heavenly Father’s ways (Rom. 8).  

• He knows that regardless of what happens in life, be it good or bad, God never 
forgets what He has promised His people (Rom. 9-11).  

• His life evidences a constant transformation of who he used to be before Christ 
and who he is now as he submits to Christ’s leadership (Rom. 12:1-2). What 
this looks like is, of course, spelled out in precise detail in Romans 12:3-15:13).   

 

W 
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Do you see these traits in your life?  If so, you are on the road to spiritual growth in Christ, which 
is the point of knowing and walking with Jesus as Paul communicates elsewhere in his writings: 
 

. . . until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so 
that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about 
by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes 
(Eph. 4:13-14).  
 

Spiritual growth.  It is what is on God’s mind concerning each of us.  
 So, as we wind our study of the book of Romans down you should be able to look at your 
spiritual walk and honestly say, “I am definitely not the person I was when we launched into this 
divinely inspired letter.  Yes, I have changed in so many ways it is hard to believe.”   
 If you are still not a believer in the Savior, if you are still trusting in your own works to 
garner favor with God, or if you do not even yet believe in a divine being who loves you and who 
reaches out to you through His Son to save you, then just know we are still praying for you.  May 
you soon come to Him on His terms, not yours.  His terms call for faith in the person and salvific 
work of His dear Son, Jesus.  What are you waiting for?  The time to make a faith decision is now 
for no one knows what tomorrow holds.  If you do not believe me, then just check into the tragic 
and sudden passing of Kobe Bryant.  I wonder: Was he ready to stand before God on God’s terms?  
Are you?  
 For those who do possess a faith relationship with Jesus, we seek to move onto greater 
maturity by asking a practical question as we study Paul’s closing words to the Roman Christians:  
 

What Are The Earmarks Of A Growing, Godly Christ-follower? 
 (Rom. 15:14-33) 

 
Those earmarks are easily identified as we study what Paul said to these particular saints:  

 
• Earmark #1: He Possesses A Positive Attitude (Rom. 15:14).  That was Paul.  Like a 

wise, gifted coach who knows how to get the most out of his players, Paul 
leaned heavily on the positive approach to motivate others. Do you?  

• Earmark #2: He Possesses A Powerful Calling (Rom. 15:15-16).  That was Paul.  At the 
core of his being he knew God called him to specifically to take the gospel to 
Gentiles.  Do you know what your divine call is?  Are you pursuing it, as they 
would say down South, whole hog?  

 
Analyzing the Apostle’s wrap up counsel in verses 17 through 21 enables us to isolate two 
additional traits of a person who is moving toward spiritual maturity. The next concept may just 
catch you off guard.   
 

Earmark #3: He Glories In How God Uses Him To Reach Others (Rom. 
15:17-19) 
   
First, come with me as we read the text in question:  
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17 Therefore in Christ Jesus I have found reason for boasting in things pertaining to 
God.  
 

The opening logical inferential/coordinating conjunction, therefore (οὖν), serves to move from his 
last point to a summation about said point. The prepositional phrase, “in Christ Jesus,” limits what 
Paul is going to say.  Grammatically, the emphasis here is upon the sphere in which Paul lives his 
Christian walk.  Hence, as he lives within the sphere of Christ and His power and influence, Paul 
exclaims he continually has (which is denoted by the present tense verb, echo, ἔχω) reason for 
“boasting in things pertaining to God.”   
 And you thought boasting was wrong?  It is wrong when you are the object and not God. 
It is wrong when you think you accomplished something on your own power, while leaving God 
conveniently out of the equation.  It is wrong when you elevate your finite humanness, while 
failing to take into account His infinite transcendence and immanence over and in your life.  The 
Greek for boasting, kauchesis (καύχησις), has two lexical nuances: One, it can denote the “act of 
taking pride in something, like being excited about the spiritual development of believers (1 Thess. 
2:19), and, two, it can point to “that which constitutes a source of pride.”   
 

 For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience, that we behaved in the 
world with simplicity and godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace 
of God, and supremely so toward you (2 Cor. 1:12).   
 

Boasting, therefore, is not inherently wrong or sinful behavior. It can be when it is focused on you, 
on your smarts, your looks, your connections, your creativity, and so on without bowing to the 
living God who gives you life and breath . . . coupled with the power to accomplish much in his 
name.   
 Along these lines think of Herod Agrippa in Acts 12.  
 

20 Now he was very angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon; and with one accord 
they came to him, and having won over Blastus the king’s chamberlain, they were 
asking for peace, because their country was fed by the king’s country. 21 On an 
appointed day Herod, having put on his royal apparel, took his seat on the rostrum 
and began delivering an address to them. 22 The people kept crying out, “The voice 
of a god and not of a man!” 23 And immediately an angel of the Lord struck him 
because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and died (Acts 
12).  
 

The moment Herod believed and basked in the statements of the people about his leadership 
prowess, the moment he believed the press reports concerning his political leadership abilities is 
when God stepped in to judge his unfounded, godless, and highly prideful boasting.  Josephus 
backs up this account in his Antiquities of the Jews (19.8.2). Could you imagine how many politicians 
would not be on the planet if God chose to move in this sobering, spine-stiffening fashion?  I’m 
sure the angel in question would be quite busy, wouldn’t you say?  Our world is chock-full of 
people consumed with themselves, and even when they have not accomplished much they project 
as if they have.  A saying from Texas puts this reality in bold relief: “What do the Texans say? He’s 
all hat, but no cattle.” Is this how you roll through life?  Is life all about you? Do you attempt to 
project more about yourself than you should? Do you hide behind false humility? Steve 
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Guttenberg, the actor did when he sheepishly said, “I'm not bragging but my movies have grossed 
well over a billion dollars.”1  Hello, Steve. Wake up, buddy. You are bragging because your words 
are all about you.  
 Paul’s words are cut from a different cloth. He is not bragging and boasting about his 
exploits as a follower of Christ.  Far from it. Listen and learn from a mature Christian how to think 
about your life and what you achieve:  
 

18 For I will not presume to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished 
through me, resulting in the obedience of the Gentiles by word and deed, 19 in the 
power of signs and wonders, in the power of the Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and 
round about as far as Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.  
 

Paul preached the gospel from Jerusalem to the Roman province of Illyricum, which is modern 
day Serbia, Albania, Montenegro, Bosnia, Herzegovina and Croatia.  This represents an arc of some 
1,200 miles!  And to think of how he traveled: by foot and by boat.  He did not have a car and driver, 
or the ability to fly from point to point.  No, he hoofed it in the heat and the in the bitter cold. He 
strategically traveled to key cities throughout this arc, gave them the gospel, and then moved onto 
the next evangelistic target, and as he shared God moved through outright signs and wonders to 
validate Paul’s gospel message.   
 

• First Missionary Journey: While preaching on the isle of Paphos, a sorcerer by the 
name of Bar-Jesus, openly opposed Paul as they attempt to share the gospel 
with the procounsel, Sergius Paulus.  Paul rebuked and judged the Satanist by 
calling on God to temporarily take the man’s eyesight (Acts 13:6-12). Once the 
politician saw this power, he believed in the gospel Paul delivered to him. 
Smart move. Wouldn’t you?  

• Second Missionary Journey: When Paul and Silas were imprisoned on trumped up 
charges in Philippi, an angel supernaturally delivered them and all the other 
prisoners by sending a localized earthquake and causing their collective chains 
to open (Acts 16:16-34).  All of this resulted in the salvation of the head jailer 
and his household (Acts 16:29-34). 

• Third Missionary Journey: People received miraculous healings when they merely 
touched handkerchiefs or aprons brought to them from Paul (Acts 19:11).  
Unbelievable.   

 
If anyone could have been consumed with pride, it was Paul. But he wasn’t.   
 What was Paul, the godly, mature saint consumed with?  Like a laser beam on a heat-
seeking missile, he humbly recognized that anything he had achieved was because of how God 
used him.  Paul did not seek to get the glory but to give the glory.  You might need to read that 
again, especially if God has richly blessed and used you to touch lives for time and eternity.  A 
maturing saints does not say, “Look at what I’ve done for God,” but “Look at what God has done 
through me as I’ve submitted to Him.” A maturing saint boasts not on what he does but on what 
God does in and through him.  Remember: A mature saints gives God the glory, he does not attempt to get the 
glory for himself.   
                                                           
1 https://www.brainyquote.com/topics/bragging-quotes, accessed February 27, 2020.  
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 Several years ago our church made Outreach Magazine’s top 100 fastest growing churches in 
America.  They sent us a colorful, professional looking document to commemorate the 
achievement, followed by a letter from, if memory serves, Rick Warren, the Senior pastor at 
Saddleback church in California.  I don’t think I ever told you of the grand event, nor do I even 
know where the commemorative document is. Yes, it was a novel milestone in my pastoral career; 
however, I know for many hard, lean years (nineteen to be exact) as a church planter that God 
ultimately gets the glory in the good times and in the hard times.  He sovereignly chose the bless 
this particular church in a profound manner in and through our collective efforts, but we do not 
get the glory and we should never boast in something like this, because all glory for progress made 
in any area of life, be it personal or corporate, is all about Him.   
 So, stop and get real for a moment.   
 

• Is God using you in the children’s department? Give Him the glory.  
• Is God using you to reach youth for Him? Give Him the glory.  
• Is God using you to reach and minister to Senior citizens? Give Him the glory. 
• Is God using you to make an impact at the Pentagon or the CIA headquarters? 

Give Him the glory.   
• Is God using you to touch the lives of the troops under your care? Give Him the 

glory.  
• Is God using you to make an eternal impact on the lives of students you teach 

in the secular school system?  
• Is God using you to lead family members to Himself? Give Him the glory.  
 

Giving Him the glory is what maturing believers do more often than not.  Paul set the pace now 
may we walk as he walked.   
 

Earmark #4: He Is Consumed With A Particular Gospel Vision (Rom. 
15:20-21) 
Where the gospel was strategically concerned, Paul was more like a rifle shot than a shotgun blast. 
Read on and you will see what I mean:  
 

20 And thus I aspired to preach the gospel, not where Christ was already named, so 
that I would not build on another man’s foundation; 21 but as it is written, “THEY 

WHO HAD NO NEWS OF HIM SHALL SEE, AND THEY WHO HAVE NOT HEARD SHALL 

UNDERSTAND.”  
 

Paul’s spiritual vision and calling might not be yours.  He read the seven-hundred-year-old 
prophecy of Isaiah 52:15, which denotes how the Suffering Servant, Jesus, the Messiah, would be 
known to those who had never heard of Him and His redemptive mission, and he applied it to his 
life work.  He said, in so many words, “I’ll step up and be one of the men who will take the gospel 
to people who have never heard about Jesus.”  True, there were times when he did build upon the 
foundation of another saint’s work.  His letter to the Romans proves this point.  However, the 
majority of his life was locked on one concept:  taking the gospel where it had never gone before.  
 A maturing saint does not walk aimlessly through life without possessing a distinct, 
driving purpose, especially where the gospel is concerned.  Why is this true?  It is true because 
when you, a former spiritual beggar, found the bread of life, Jesus, you cannot help but tell other 



The Book of Romans           Romans 15 

6 
 
 
 
 

beggars where the bread is located.   When you, who were formerly lost in darkness, have found 
the Lord of Light, or should I say when He found you, then you, by definition, cannot help but 
shine the light of His gospel wherever you go.   
 Paul’s words are so instructive in relation to this truth.  Some might be called to take the 
gospel, as Paul did, where it had never gone before.  Wycliffe Bible Translators are a living 
illustration of this as they literally head out into the bush.  Others, on the other hand, will be called 
to take the gospel to other people who might have some familiarity with it.  Yet at the end of the 
day I believe it is true that all maturing believers will develop their own evangelistic focus.  
 Do you have one?   
 When I started in the pastorate at twenty-seven-years of age, I came across the most 
transformative book written by the late W. Oscar Thompson.  It’s title? Concentric Circles of Concern.  
What’s the book’s premise? The author seeks to help 
each believer devise a strategy to take the gospel to the 
various circles of influence in his life.  Moving from the 
center of your life out, he challenges you to identify 
seven areas where you will strategically position 
yourself to ultimately lead people to Jesus so they can 
be saved.   

At the back of the book, he gives you a two-page 
document where you can fill in the names of people who 
fill these quadrants.  After an all-important section on 
securing a prayer partner to pray for you as you seek to 
reach this person or persons for Christ, he has a section 
called Building Bridges.  Here you can, and should, devise 
just what you will do to get to know this person.  This 
is what Joseph Aldrich would later call practicing the 
Presence in his helpful book on evangelism titled Lifestyle Evangelism.   At this level, it’s all about 
being present to build a relationship based on care, compassion, and love.   
 

• Know their hobbies and join them.  
• Know their sports them and watch games with them.  
• Know what movies they like and go with them.  
• Know what books they read and get familiar with them so you can talk with 

them.  
• Know what issues they are facing with raising children so you can be there for 

them.  
• Know what concerts they prefer and get some tickets.   
 

I’m sure you the point.  When you possess a gospel vision based on your love of the gospel and 
love of those who have not embraced the gospel, you will fine-tune that vision.  You will learn, as 
Thompson points out, the importance of having a clear-cut focus on who you are seeking to win 
for Christ. You will also learn, as Aldrich’s points out, the proper and powerful method of 
evangelism which moves from Presence, to Proclamation, and finally to Persuasion.  To jump right to 
persuasion will most likely drive a person away.  Far better and wiser to build that bridge to their 
life so you can position yourself to tell them about Jesus.  And, please, realize this is a process 
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which can take months or years, but in the end the goal is always the same: to prepare the ground 
for the communication of the gospel.   
 Adoniram Judson’s life is a flesh and blood illustration of how God works and how He 
calls us to move out with the gospel.   
 

Before Adoniram Judson became the pioneer of American foreign missions he was 
a rebel. He finished at the top of his college class and headed to New York City to 
seek fame and fortune as an actor and/or writer. He had renounced his father's 
belief in a personal God; his education had taken him beyond such primitive 
notions. Prayer, of course, was meaningless to him. 
 
But by the age of 20, Adoniram didn't feel right about his life. Disillusioned, he 
headed back to his home in Plymouth, Massachusetts, stopping for a night at a 
wayside inn. Adoniram had trouble sleeping that night, because a man in the next 
room was critically ill and moaning and groaning in pain. Obviously, his neighbor 
in the next room was dying. In the darkness of his room, Adoniram thought about 
the possibility of his own death and whether he was prepared for it. At times 
during the long hours he thought about returning to the Christian beliefs of his 
father, but then he imagined what his college chum Jacob Eames would say about 
his father's doctrines. He waited for morning to come so that the terrors of the 
night would be forgotten. 
 
Early the next morning, Adoniram went to the innkeeper. "That poor old man in 
the next room. How is he?" he asked. 
 
"He passed away early this morning," came the reply. "And he wasn't old at all. He 
was a young man, about your age." 
 
For some reason, Adoniram asked, "What was his name?" It was a rather stupid 
question, because Adoniram certainly didn't know anyone in that section of the 
country. 
 
The innkeeper replied, "His name was Jacob Eames." 
 
There was no mistaking the name or the identity. It was the young college friend 
whose religious skepticism had turned Adoniram against the religion of his father. 
Dazed, he returned to Massachusetts and to his father. Echoing through his mind 
was the word lost. But it took three more months of intellectual struggle before he 
"made a solemn dedication of himself to God."2 
 

Shortly after his conversion at 21, someone gave him a copy of the book The Star of the East. 
In this work, Judson learned how the gospel had transformed countless lives in East India.   

                                                           

2 William J. Petersen, 25 Surprising Marriages (Baker Books, 1997).  
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In this work, he also caught the vision of what God wanted him to do: reach out to the 
Burmese people.   
 What did he do?  He set sail for his target people.  For six years he lived among 
them, loving them and meeting their needs.  After six long years he finally obtained his first 
Christian convert.  After twenty years, he baptized his 100th convert, translated the Bible 
into their language, wrote many Bible pamphlets, planted churches, and trained numerous 
indigenous pastors. After forty years, he, one of the first commissioned foreign 
missionaries in American history, had led hundreds of Burmese people to Christ.  
 Adoniram Judson.  What a man of God.  He was, in every respect, a perfect 
reflection of what a maturing Christian is like from what we have seen in Paul’s life. His 
life was all about a focused and committed evangelistic plan.   
 What about your life?  If you are maturing in Christ, your love of the gospel will 
move you from the evangelistic abstract to the concrete.  Who, then, will you strategize to 
build a bridge to so you can eventually share that gospel?   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


