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riting to the Philippians, Paul gave them some amazing wrap up counsel regarding 
how to mature as saints:  
 

17 Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according 
to the pattern you have in us (Phil. 3:17).   
 

Could you imagine telling the person next to you, “Say, if you want to know how to mature in 
your walk with Christ, just follow my example”?  As jaw-dropping as this is, this is exactly what 
Paul said to these saints. Arrogance and narcissism did not drive him to say this.  Paul said it 
because it was true.  He did  follow hard after Jesus. Every area of his life demonstrated this reality, 
whether he engaged combative Jews in a synagogue in a spirited discussion about Jesus as the 
Messiah, or debated condescending Greek philosophers on their turf in Athens.  Imagine having 
this level of confidence in your spiritual walk.  Talk about a worthy goal to shoot for in your life 
for 2020.   
 Taking Paul’s counsel here to the Philippians and laying it like a template over Romans 
15:14-16:27, we quickly see his closing words to the Romans believers easily reflect the traits of a 
man who knew how to live for Jesus in an effective powerful fashion. Verse thirteen of chapter 15 
represents Paul’s final application of doctrine to daily living.  He spent chapters 1 through 8 giving 
us insightful teaching regarding how sinners become saints by means of justification by faith. In 
chapters 9 through 11, he demonstrates how this newfound faith and gospel applies to the Jews, 
God’s original chosen people (Deut. 7).  From chapter 12, verse 1 through 15, verse 13, he 
painstakingly showed how a saint’s new standing before God should impact various areas of his 
life, resulting in spiritual growth.  However, verse 14 serves as a rhetorical pivot, something akin 
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to a hinge, serving to move us to his parting words to the Roman believers.  Granted, he typically 
moves quickly from one personal subject to the next as he does in many of his letters. Douglas 
Moo helpfully points this out in his commentary on Romans:  
 

 
Paul’s Travel Plans 
 

15:14–29 
 

1 Cor. 16:1–9 
 

Request for Prayer 
 

15:30–32 
 

cf. Eph. 6:18–20; Col. 4:3–4; 
1 Thess. 5:25; 2 Thess. 3:1–2; 
Phlm. 22 
 

Prayer-Wish for Peace 
 

15:33 
 

2 Cor. 13:11c; Gal. 6:16; Eph. 
6:23; Phil. 4:9; 1 Thess. 5:23; 
2 Thess. 3:16 
 

Paul’s Associates 
 

16:1–2 
 

1 Cor. 16:10–12, 15–18; Eph. 
6:21–22; Col. 4:7–9; 2 Tim. 
4:20 
 

Exhortation to Greet One 
Another 
 

16:3–15 
 

1 Cor. 16:20b; 2 Cor. 13:12; 
Phil. 4:21a; (Col. 4:15); 1 
Thess. 5:26; 2 Tim. 4:19; Tit. 
3:15b 
 

The “Holy Kiss” 
 

16:16a 
 

1 Cor. 16:20; 2 Cor. 13:12a; 1 
Thess. 5:26 
 

Warning/Exhortation 
 

16:17–19 
 

1 Cor. 16:13–14, 22; 2 Cor. 
13:11b; Gal. 6:12–15 (?); Eph. 
6:10–17 (?); Col. 4:17 
 

Eschatological 
Wish/Promise 
 

16:20a 
 

1 Cor. 16:22b; 1 Thess. 5:24 
 

Concluding “Grace” 
 

16:20b 
 

1 Cor. 16:23; 2 Cor. 13:14; 
Gal. 6:18; Eph. 6:24; Phil. 
4:23; Col. 4:18c; 1 Thess. 
5:28; 2 Thess. 3:18; 1 Tim. 
6:21b; 2 Tim. 4:22b; Tit. 
3:15b; Phlm. 25 
 

Greetings from Paul’s 
Associates 
 

16:16b, 21–23 
 

1 Cor. 16:19–20a; 2 Cor. 
13:13; Phil. 4:21b–22; Col. 
4:10–14; 2 Tim. 4:21b; Tit. 
3:15a; Phlm. 23–24 
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Doxology 
 

16:25–27 
 

Phil. 4:201 
 

 
Even though Paul moves through of a variety of personal comments, we can ascertain from his 
statements one over-arching concept, especially with his words in Romans 15:14-33,  
 

What Are The Earmarks Of A Growing, Godly Christ-follower? 
 (Rom. 15:14-33) 

 
Two instructive and highly motivational concepts readily emerge from an analysis of verses 14 
through 16. Listen to them and resolve this day to weave them into your life so you, too, can live 
in such an effective spiritual fashion other saints can learn how to follow Christ by studying your 
life.   
 

Earmark #1: He Possesses A Positive Attitude (Rom. 15:14) 
Paul exuded optimism, not negativism.  The former motivates, while the latter decimates.  Wise 
people over the years have understood and lived their lives in light of this truth. Harry S. Truman 
once quipped, “A pessimist is one who makes difficulties of his opportunities and an optimist is 
one who makes opportunities of his difficulties.”  Colin Powell astutely noted, “Perpetual 
optimism is a force multiplier.”  Indeed, it is because it calls a person to move forward in spite of 
the obstacle and words of naysayers. The late German pastor and theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
who was persecuted and executed by the Nazis, wisely remarked on one occasion, “The essence 
of optimism is that it takes no account of the present, but it is a source of inspiration, of vitality 
and hope where others have resigned; it enables a man to hold his head high, to claim the future 
for himself and not to abandon it to his enemy.”2 How true. How wise. How Pauline. How mature.  
 If you want to be a great spiritual leader, if you want to call others to a higher level of 
spiritual living, if you want to move others to do more for God than they thought possible, you 
must learn to master the attitude and action of optimism.  This does not mean you cannot ever 
address hard and necessary difficult conversations. Jesus did in Matthew 23. Paul did. His words 
in 1 Corinthians 5 are a case study of this point. Yet, at the end of the day, optimism for what could 
be accomplished for God’s kingdom prevailed.  Along these lines, who can forget Christ’s post-
resurrection words to Peter to feed His sheep, even though Peter had, prior to the crucifixion 
deserted the sheep and the Shepherd (John 21:15-25).  Talk about optimism in action. Jesus took 
a broken, shattered, shame-ridden leader, Peter, and built him into a spiritual powerhouse until 
his death by means of optimistically pointing him to his worth and his duty.   
 Watch how Paul motivates the Roman saints, along with you and I, to mature in the faith 
by optimistically zeroing in on those traits in their lives he found commendable.   Because he heard 
about their great, godly faith from saints like Aquila and Priscilla (Rom. 16:3), plus, I’m sure, many 
others, Paul knew what these saints did right for the sake of Christ.   

                                                           
1Douglas J. Moo, The Epistle to the Romans, The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand 

Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1996), 884. 
 
2All quotes are from Brainy Quote, accessed February 5, 2020,  https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes 

/dietrich_bonhoeffer_134459?src=t_optimism.   

https://ref.ly/logosres/nicnt66ro?ref=Bible.Ro15.14-16.27&off=425&ctx=letter+conclusions%3a%0a%7EPaul%E2%80%99s+Travel+Plans%0a
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes
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 First, he was optimistic about their good behavior (Rom. 15:14a).  Follow how the master 
motivator worked:  

 
14 And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves 
are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also to admonish one 
another.  
 

In Greek, which is the language of the New Testament, Paul begins the sentence with a perfect 
tense verb, I am convinced (Πέπεισμαι ).  Why did he use this tense?  Answer: to stress the fact what 
he is about to say about the spiritual strengths of the Roman saints is an iron-clad in his mind at 
the time. It would be too much to say these results were a done deal until these saints died, for at 
any point they could have succumbed to sin and carnality (Rom. 6-7).  Yet, it is not wrong to 
conclude that the unusual tense does, in fact, underscore how their lifestyle choices convinced 
Paul at this point in time that their spiritual walks were exemplary.   
 In this first instance, Paul extolled their goodness. In fact, he says they were “full of 
goodness.”  Full is from the Greek mestoi ( μεστοί). A leading Greek lexicon gives us the lexical 
background of this word:  
 

μεστός, ή, όν (s. μεστόω; Trag., X., Pla.+) prim. ‘full’. 
① pert. to filling up a space, full, lit., w. gen. of thing (X., An. 1, 4, 19; Alciphron 
2, 11; Jos., Ant. 4, 93; PGrenf I, 14, 9; POxy 1070, 31f [III A.D.]) σκεῦος ὄξους μ. full of 
vinegar J 19:29a. Likew. of a sponge μ. τοῦ ὄξους vs. 29b. τὸ δίκτυον μ. ἰχθύων 
μεγάλων the net full of large fish 21:11. In imagery of the tongue μ. ἰοῦ full of poison Js 
3:8. 
② pert. to being thoroughly characterized by someth., filled w. somet., fig. ext. 
of 1, w. gen. 
ⓐ of pers. (Dio Chrys. 51 [68], 4; Ael. Aristid. 46 p. 267 D.: ὕβρεων κ. κακῶν μ.; 47 
p. 435 εὐλαβείας; CPR I, 19, 15 μ. ψευδολογίας; POxy 130, 6 μ. ἐλεημοσύνης; Pr 6:34; 
Jos., Ant. 16, 351) μ. ὑποκρίσεως καὶ ἀνομίας full of pretense and lawlessness Mt 23:28. 
μ. φθόνου (Maximus Tyr. 35, 4e; Tetrast. Iamb. 1, 31, 2 p. 276) Ro 1:29. μ. πολλῆς 
ἀνοίας καὶ πονηρίας 2 Cl 13:1 (Isocr. 5, 45 πολλῆς ἀνοίας μ.; Dio Chrys. 15 [32], 15 
μ. πονηρίας). μ. ἀγαθωσύνης Ro 15:14. μ. ἐλέους Js 3:17 (plus μεστὴ καρπῶν 
ἀγαθῶν P74). μ. ὁσίας βουλῆς 1 Cl 2:3. 
ⓑ of things (Epicurus in Diog. L. 10, 146 πάντα ταραχῆς μεστά; Menand., Fgm. 386 
Kö.; μεστόν ἐστι τὸ ζῆν φροντίδων; Philo, Op. M. 2; 22 al.; Just., D. 131 ὀνείδους 
μεστοῦ μυστηρίου τοῦ σταυροῦ; Tat. 32, 3 φθόνου μεστά) ὀφθαλμοὶ μ. μοιχαλίδος 
(s. μοιχαλίς a; μ. w. an abstr. noun Sb VI, 9622, 16 [343 A.D.] ἦθος … ἀπονοίας μεστὸν 
ἀναλαβόμενοι=displaying a manner fraught with rebellion) 2 Pt 2:14. The way of 
death is κατάρας μ. 20:1; D 5:1.—B. 931. DELG. M-M. TW.3 
 

The literal nuance in the first meaning is most helpful.  To be full is equated with a sponge full of 
water or a fishing net jam-packed with dancing fish.   

                                                           
3William Arndt, Frederick W. Danker, and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other 

Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 635–636. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+635&off=8755
https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+635&off=8755
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 Here Paul applies “fullness” with the interesting word “goodness,” agathosynes. Once again, 
the Greek lexicon aids our understanding of this Pauline word choice:  
 

ἀγαθωσύνη, ης, ἡ (LXX; TestAbr A 1 p. 78, 4 [Stone p. 4]; Thom. Mag. p. 391, 12; 
for the formation s. W-S §16b note 14; Rob. 201) as human characteristic (2 Ch 
24:16; Ps 51:5; TestAbr A 1; Hippol. Ref. 4, 15, 5; Physiogn. II 342, 17 ἀγαθοσύνη) 
positive moral quality characterized esp. by interest in the welfare of others. 
ⓐ in gener. goodness Ro 15:14; Eph 5:9; 2 Th 1:11. 
ⓑ generosity Gal 5:22. Of God (2 Esdr 19:25, 35) ἀ. τοῦ πατρὸς ἡμῶν B 2:9.—M-
M. TW. Spicq.4 
 

On the one hand, the word denotes inner moral goodness, or a desire to think in a sound, 
consistent moral fashion . . . something not prized in our day.  Our culture praises and extols those 
who think in ever-descending immoral ways. A maturing believer, conversely, is living to use 
God’s power to break this propensity.  

 On the other hand, this unique word externally denotes living in a generous fashion 
toward others with needs.  The first concept, of course, precedes the second.  Put differently, you 
cannot live a life of sacrificial generosity toward others until you first have an inner awakening 
about the need for consistent moral thinking in your heart and mind.  Actions are, after all, results 
of our thought lives.   
 Looking at and studying these saints, Paul concluded, “I’ve heard about how your lives are 
brimming over with inner moral strength, followed by outer generosity toward others.”  Although 
he did not mention their acts of goodness, it is not hard to fill in the blanks.  What I see as your 
pastor is probably similar to what Paul ran into.  
 

• You are a person of your word.  
• You are fair with people.  
• You are honest as the day is long.  
• There are absolute moral barriers you won’t break not matter what the culture 

says.  
• You babysat another couple’s children so they could go out on a much needed 

and quite date.  
• You stepped in a paid for a struggling single mother’s car to be fixed.   
• You visited a family in the hospital while they waited to hear some pivotal news 

from a doctor about their loved one.  
• You gave additional monies to the Going, Going, Gone drive to pay off the rest of 

our new building debt.  
• You picked up an older saint who can’t drive well at night so they could attend 

Bible study.  
• You gave a waitress a larger than necessary tip because of what you learned 

about her life as you dined.  
• You realized you have a problem with a low and twisted view of sexuality, so 

you signed up to attend the next Pure Desire men’s study.  
                                                           

4William Arndt, Frederick W. Danker, and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other 
Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 4. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+4&off=3486
https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+4&off=3486
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• You quit drinking altogether because of what it was doing to your marriage.  
• You went and apologized to another person you wronged through a word or 

an action.  
• You gave a needy family a car you did not really need anymore.   
• You brought a baby bottle full of change for the Sanctity of Life Ministries we 

support.   
 

You get the picture, don’t you?  Goodness. It was present in the Roman church, and it’s present in 
this church.  In a world where immoral excellence and outright badness is ever present, you, like 
the Roman saints shine most brightly for Christ because you live for moral excellence coupled 
with outright goodness each and every day.   
 All of this is what a maturing believer is all about.  It is also what a maturing believer sees 
in the lives of other saints and he, or she, stops and takes note of it in order to encourage the saint 
in question to run farther and faster for Christ.  Are you taking note of the goodness in the lives of 
your spouse, your children, your friends, and so forth? To do so is the challenge them to evidence 
goodness at a whole new level in the coming days of their lives.  Interesting.  I just wonder how 
all of this played out in Paul’s day when in a few short years Nero began to persecute the saints in 
Rome?  I’m convinced his pep talks called them to evidence even more goodness as the times 
became even more evil.  Likewise, I hope his words calls you to mature by not only being positive 
toward other saints, but making sure you compliment them regarding what they are doing well 
where goodness is concerned.   
 Second, he was optimistic about their knowledge (Rom. 15:14b).  Watch how Paul unpacked this 
truth he saw in their lives:  

 
14 And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves 
are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also to admonish one 
another.  
 

Knowledge, gnosis (γνῶσις ),  denotes the “comprehension or intellectual grasp of something,”5 or 
the understanding of a body of information.   

γνῶσις, εως, ἡ (Pre-Socr. [s. Snell s.v. γνώμη], Thu.+; Herm. Wr., ins, pap, LXX; 
PsSol 9:3; TestSol C 10:42; Test12Patr; ParJer 6:13; ApcSed 7:1; Philo; Jos., Ant. 8, 171, 
Vi. 239 al.; Just., Tat., Ath.; τὸ μὲν ξύλον τὸ τῆς γνώσεως Theoph. Ant. 2, 25 [p. 160, 
1, of the ‘tree of knowledge’]) 

① comprehension or intellectual grasp of someth., knowledge as possessed 
by God Ro 11:33 and humans (Orig., C. Cels. 3, 59, 18; 6, 13, 26; Did., Gen. 113, 3) 1 
Cor 8:1, 7, 10f (Just., D. 1, 4 al.); κλεὶς τῆς γ. key to knowledge Lk 11:52; grasp of a piece 
of writing Hv 2, 2, 1 (cp. Just., D. 69, 1 τὴν ἐν ταῖς γραφαῖς γ.); ἀναγγέλλειν γ. impart 
knowledge 1 Cl 27:7 (Ps 18:2f). In B γ., besides ref. to content, refers specif. to 
understanding of the Scriptures: 6:9; 9:8. Mentioned w. other significant concepts 
2 Cor 6:6; 2 Pt 1:5ff (w. εὐσέβεια also Herm. Wr. 1, 27; 9, 4a); D 10:2; B 2:3; κατὰ γ. 
knowledgeably (as the context indicates, in awareness of female vulnerability and 
common Christian hope) 1 Pt 3:7 (BReicke, Bultmann Festschr., ’54, 296–304: with 
understanding); γ. ἐξειπεῖν utter profound Christian knowl. 1 Cl 48:5; φωτισμὸς τῆς γ. 

                                                           
5  
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enlightening of the knowl. 2 Cor 4:6. τελεία καὶ ἀσφαλής 1 Cl 1:2. ἀθάνατος 36:2. θεία 
40:1; τὸ τέλειον τῆς γ. perfection of knowledge B 13:7; cp. 1:5. W. λόγος (on this 
combination cp. the Λόγος τέλειος in PGM 3, 591–609) 1 Cor 1:5 (on πᾶσα γ. cp. 
Sir 21:14; Ro 15:14; 1 Cor 13:2); 2 Cor 8:7; 11:6; w. σοφία Col 2:3 (cp. Eccl 1:17; 2:26 
al.). Although here γ. and σοφία are almost synonymous, Paul distinguishes betw. 
them 1 Cor 12:8; he places γ. betw. ἀποκάλυψις and προφητεία 14:6, and beside 
μυστήρια 13:2, and thus invests the term w. the significance of extraordinary 
mystical knowledge, a mng. which the word has in H. Gk., esp. in the mystery cults 
(s. 2 below). Despite the fact that the text has the sg. 1 Cor 13:8, the pl. γνώσεις 
(Lucian, Apol. 12) is fairly well attested as a v.l.—In an oxymoron: Eph 3:19 γνῶναι 
… τὴν ὑπερβάλλουσαν τῆς γνώσεως ἀγάπην τοῦ Χριστοῦ to comprehend the love of 
Christ, which transcends comprehension (s. γινώσκω 3a).—Because of the frequent blend 
of abstract and concrete in the use of γ. in our lit. some of the passages cited above 
will fall under 2 and some in 2 may also apply here. 

② the content of what is known, knowledge, what is known μόρφωσις τῆσγ. 
embodiment of knowledge in the law Ro 2:20 (some would place this under 1; on γνῶσις 
among the Hellenistic Jews s. WBousset, NGG 1915, 466ff). Of Christians: γ. τοῦ 
θεοῦ (a formulation foreign to Gr-Rom. polytheism; obj. gen. as Wsd 2:13; 14:22; 
Philo, Deus Imm. 143; Just., D. 14, 1; Tat. 12, 4) 2 Cor 10:5; IEph 17:2. πρὸς αὐτόν 2 
Cl 3:1; γ. σωτηρίας Lk 1:77; ὁδοῦ δικαιοσύνης γ. B 5:4; γ. δογμάτων 10:10. τῶν 
δικαιωμάτων θεοῦ 21:5 (cp. Musonius p. 34, 9 γνῶσις δικαιοσύνης; 92, 10). Given 
by God B 19:1, and hence sharing in the heavenly fragrance (s. ὀσμή 2) 2 Cor 2:14. 
W. διδαχή B 18:1. Paul had seen Christ the God-man, and the γ. Χριστοῦ Ἰησοῦ 
personal acquaintance w. Christ Jesus (IPontEux I, 47, 6f ἡ τ. Σεβαστῶν γ.=personal 
acquaintance w. the Augusti [Augustus and Tiberius]; Dssm., LO 324, 7 [LAE 383, 
8]) was a matter of inestimable value for him Phil 3:8. Cp. the experience of the 
devotees in the mystery religions, in which mystical knowledge was intensified 
and issued in what was called a divine vision (Λόγος τέλ.=PGM 3, 591–609 [a 
slightly different restoration of the text is given in Rtzt., Mysterienrel.3 285–87 and 
Herm. Wr. 374–77 Scott] χάριν σοι οἴδαμεν, … ἄφραστον ὄνομα τετιμημένον τῇ τ. 
θεοῦ προσηγορίᾳ … , χαρισάμενος ἡμῖν νοῦν, λόγον, γνῶσιν … χαίρομεν, ὅτι 
σεαυτὸν ἡμῖν ἔδειξας, χαίρομεν ὅτι ἐν πλάσμασιν ἡμᾶς ὄντας ἀπεθέωσας τῇ 
σεαυτοῦ γνώσει ‘we acknowledge our gratitude to you, … ineffable name, honored 
in address as God …; having endowed us w. mind, reason, knowledge … we rejoice, 
for you have revealed yourself to us; we rejoice, for when we were in common clay 
you deified us through knowledge of yourself’; Plut., Mor. 352a ὧν τέλος ἐστὶν ἡ 
τοῦ πρώτου καὶ κυρίου καὶ νοητοῦ γνῶσις); on the expression cp. ἐν χάριτι καὶ γ. 
τοῦ κυρίου ἡμῶν καὶ σωτῆρος Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ 2 Pt 3:18.—For lit. s. γινώσκω 7.6 

 
Concerning this important word, Morris is on target when he remarks, “Paul is not referring to 
knowledge in general, but that genuine comprehension of Christian teaching which is allied with 

                                                           
6 William Arndt, Frederick W. Danker, and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other 

Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 203–204. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+203&off=7726
https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+203&off=7726
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a deep concern to do what is good.” 7 Put differently, Paul compliments these believers for being 
people of the Word of God.  They loved the inspired, inerrant Word and studied, analyzed, and 
talked about it constantly.   

From Genesis to Revelation, they knew the stories, prized the deep doctrines they 
encountered, and knew how to think through problematic texts, coupled with how to apply the 
living Word to the dying culture of Rome.  Show me a body of believers who showcase the Holy 
Scriptures, and I’ll show you a body of believers who know how to live for God, how to gain 
victory over sin in their lives, how to build a church which reflects Christ, how to push back 
against encroaching evil, how to bring truth to bear where there is false teaching, how to give hope 
to the hopeless, and how to resolve issues they encounter by measuring those issues against the 
lofty, immense, and wonderful character of the living God. Yes, show me a church where the Holy 
Scriptures, not human opinion, is central and I’ll show you a church which not only honors and is 
blessed by God, but serves as a magnet for the lost who are searching for meaning in a meaningless, 
ultimately philosophically challenged world (Ecc. 1).   

What a thing to be praised for as a saint.  No doubt, from what Pal wrote about in Romans, 
these saints did not possess absolute perfect spiritual knowledge. That will not occur until we 
enter heaven and possess the mind of Christ.  They did, however, possess minds brimming over 
with the teachings of the Scriptures, and this is what made their faith grow and their church a 
spiritual force to be reckoned with.   

Are we this type of church? Are you this type of believer?  I, as one of your spiritual 
shepherds, am optimistic about your knowledge of the Word of God.  You bet.  Granted, in a 
church this size, there are believers at all levels of biblical knowledge.  Some are baby believers 
who enjoy the elementary teachings of the Scriptures, which Paul likens to milk (1 Pet. 2:2), while 
others have walked with God for many years and they enjoy the meat (1 Cor. 3:2; Heb. 5:12-13), or 
deep teachings and finer points of God’s revelation.  This pastoral observation is easily validated 
by looking at all the men and women who come here on Tuesdays and Wednesdays to study the 
Scriptures in various classes.  It’s validated by our youth and children’s leaders who do an 
excellent job teaching to hundreds of students what God’s Word says, why it is relevant to life 
and living effectively, and how to use the Word to defend absolute spiritual truth against a 
plethora of spiritual deceptions. It is validated by the hundreds of teens and adults who are 
actively engaged in small groups.  So, I, like Paul commend you for your love of the Word.  This 
love will, in turn, enable you to grow up in Christ (Col. 1:8-10), and it will also empower our 
church to do its part to bring revival to this land.   

Commendation for biblical knowledge is not limited to pastors either.  As you grow in the 
Word, whether you are a father, mother, brother, sister, grandmother, grandfather, student, single 
parent, are single person, you will naturally see the growth others are achieving through their love 
affair with the Scriptures, and you, too, will verbally encourage them as you give them the 
proverbial pat on the back.  That pat, of course, goes a long way.  It serves to motivate the recipient 
to dig into the Word even more.   

So what about it?  Are you showing your spiritual growth by your glowing optimism for 
the positive things you see in the lives of other saints?  If all you ever do is seek to motivate 
believers to godliness by using reverse psychology, you might need to reconsider your approach.  
True, there is a time and a place for hard truth, for negative words to call sinners away from sin 
(viz., Gal. 1; Col. 1-2); however, that negative method should never trump an outright, go-get ‘em 
optimistic spirit.   
                                                           

7 Leon Morris, The Epistle to the Romans, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, 
England: W.B. Eerdmans; Inter-Varsity Press, 1988), 509. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/pntcrom?ref=Bible.Ro15.14&off=1929&ctx=he+Christian+faith.+%7EPaul+is+not+referrin
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A second godly trait we notice from Paul’s closing counsel to the Romans is embedded for 
all time in the next two verses.   
 
Earmark #2: He Possesses A Powerful Calling (Rom. 15:15-16)  
Paul’s life did not head in the direction he anticipated.  His love of Judaism and the Torah, his 
feeling of superiority as Jew over godless, unchosen Gentiles, his quest to be the finest Pharisee he 
could be, his blind passion to stamp out what he thought was the false teaching of Jewish 
Christians who claimed Jesus was, in fact, the long-awaited Messiah, ran headlong into the love 
of that risen Savior.  In one blinding moment, where the revelation of Christ drove him to the 
ground in submission, Paul discovered that his religious way was not the way to God but the 
resurrected Christ was the Way to salvation and spiritual life (Acts 9).  He was never the same 
again. In that one, life-transforming moment he, who thought he had a call from God, received a 
call not only to believe unto life eternal (John 5:24-25), but to take this divine gospel to the people 
he had formerly despised and looked down upon . . . the Gentiles.   
 Regarding this transformative moment, Paul writes to the Romans:  
 

15 But I have written very boldly to you on some points so as to remind you again, 
because of the grace that was given me from God,  
 

The boldness of his letter to the Romans merely denotes his intention of highlighting the deep 
doctrines of justification by faith and sanctification to these saints who, because of their mature 
status, already possessed a good grasp of these wonderful, life-changing doctrines. His desire, it 
appears, focused on taking what they knew about these doctrines to a whole new level; however, 
in this pedagogical quest he did not seek to besmirch or belittle their cognitive progress to this 
point of their lives.  Hence, he, who had never seen them face to face, stepped out not gingerly, but 
boldly to expand on what they already knew so their growth could be maximized.  What a 
thoughtful, considerate man.  No wonder we are still talking about his teaching.  
 With verses 16 through 17, Paul reminds this predominately Gentile church that his calling 
from God was to specifically focus on them:  
 

16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel 
of God, so that my offering of the Gentiles may become acceptable, sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit.  
 

Paul loved the Jews; however, God called him to go specifically after the Gentiles.  This calling is 
woven throughout Paul’s letters (Acts 22:2; Rom. 1:5, 11:13; Gal. 1:16; 2:9), and it is a calling he did 
not just write about . . . he lived it out. Think about it.  Because Paul was faithful to his life-altering 
divine calling we became recipients of God’s glorious gospel.  Thank you Paul.  Thank you for 
trading your dreams and visions for your life for God’s.  Thank you for heading in a life direction 
you never anticipated to reach people you never thought you would reach.  Thank you for being 
sensitive to God’s leadership as you grew up in Him.  Because of you, Paul, we have spiritual life 
instead of death.   
 Again, we cannot help but look at Paul’s example in these closing words and live and learn.  
True, God might not give you a blinding vision on your drive this week on the 395 to the Pentagon, 
or grab your attention as you exit your vehicle near your place of business, or send you a blinding 
light as you are preparing dinner, but He just may speak profoundly through assorted life events 
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to place His call upon your life.  For me, I sensed that call around twelve years of age.  In my heart, 
just knew God wanted me to do something for Him.  
 At twelve, I asked a question of two missionaries in our home for fellowship after church, 
“If I wanted to get the best Bible education to prepare for service to God, what should would you 
suggest?” They replied, “Dallas Theological Seminary.”  I took their advice to heart and planned 
accordingly.  

As I grew, physically and spiritually, God slowly and surely verified that call to be a pastor-
teacher.  He did it through placing a burden on my heart and a joy in my life for imparting His 
Word to others, and He verified it through the counsel of many wise saints who positively 
affirmed my gifting and life direction.  Fifty years later I am still being obedient to that call, and 
let me say, there is nothing more rewarding and fulfilling.   
 Your life is no different.  Whom God saves He calls to do specific things for Him involving 
the spread of the gospel.  What is your call? Who is He calling you to “go after” with the gospel? 
If you are maturing in Him, your life will not be aimless but focused more and more on this call. 
So, do not shrink back.  Step forward and ask God to show that call to you so you can do what He 
has called you for.   
 The world will be quite different when you head out like Paul did.  You will be different 
too because your life will come to center in a profound fashion.  So, get on with it.  The world 
awaits your obedience.  
  
 

 


