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 ave you watched the Marvel Studios theatrical versions of some of their greatest and 
most powerful characters designed thwart evil and advance good?  I have.  Believe me, 
each movie is a theological, visual effects experience as you watch how light and darkness 

collide on the playing field the earth and our surrounding cosmos. All of their shows have this 
familiar motif, one which is most certainly drawn from the pages of Holy Scripture.   
 
 
 

• Iron Man (2008) 
• The Incredible Hulk 

(2008)  
• Iron Man 2 (2010) 
• Captain America; The 

First Avenger (2011) 
• Thor (2011)  
• The Avengers (2012)  
• Iron Man 3 (2013)  
• Thor: The Dark World 

(2013) 
• Captain America: The Winter Soldier (2014)  
• Guardians of the Galaxy (2014)  
• The Avengers; Age of Ultron (2014)  

H 
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• Ant-Man (2015)  
• Captain America: Civil War (2016)  
• Doctor Strange (2016)  
• Guardians of the Galaxy (2017) 
• And jumping ahead . . .  Avengers: Endgame (2019):  “After Thanos snapped 

away half of all life, leaving the universe in total chaos, the Avengers must try 
to make things right. Five years pass and a slim chance emerges for them to 
undo it all, but before that can happen, Captain America and Tony Stark need 

to make peace and reunite the 
Avengers one final time.” 1 
 
Exciting, huh? And highly educational, 
too, if you are using your brain as you 
are watching each story unfold.   
 Whether it is Tony Stark putting on 
his all-powerful, almost invincible Iron 
Man metallic suit, or Thor sporting his 
massive black leather breastplate, 
flowing red cape, while grasping his 
massive and powerful hammer-like 
weapon, one thing stands true:  For the 
characters to effectively fight evil like 

the AI known as Ultron or the wicked and power-hungry Thanos (which is built off the Greek 
lexical root for death,  thanatos, θάνατος ) they must, by definition, morph radically into their 
superhero alter-egos.  Stated differently:  Radical change is the precursor to victory. Is this not a 
theological concept? Indeed.  
 For Paul, a real, flesh and blood spiritual superhero, who battled real evil forces and sin on 
this planet back in the 40s, 50s and 60s . . .  A. D., radical transformation is what is expected from 
fellow spiritual superheroes, we’ll call Christians, who desire to defeat darkness within and 
outside their lives.  The book of Romans is a book designed to help members of the dark kingdom 
move to the kingdom of light by faith in the Savior, Jesus.  Beyond this, this book is a manual of 
sorts of how to live radically so that you, as a spiritual superhero, move onto greater power in the 
battle against the world, the flesh, and the Devil.   
 Starting in chapter 12, verse 10, Paul further develops those distinct areas where followers 
of Christ must be transformed so they can mature as His soldiers and thwart the advancement of 
evil.   Paul’s main motif, or theme, of this practical portion of our how-to manual for mastering 
maturity, is worth repeating.   
 
 
 

 

                                                           
1 Maggie Tillman, “What Order Should You Watch Every Marvel Movie And TV Show?”, Pocket-ling.com (June 

25, 2019), accessed September 5, 2019, https://www.pocket-lint.com/tv/news/disney/147514-mcu-timeline-best-
marvel-movie-show-viewing-order 

https://www.pocket-lint.com/tv/news/disney/147514-mcu-timeline-best-marvel-movie-show-viewing-order
https://www.pocket-lint.com/tv/news/disney/147514-mcu-timeline-best-marvel-movie-show-viewing-order
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Radical Righteousness Must Permeate Our Sacred And Secular 
Lives (Rom. 12:9-21) 

 
Thus far, by way of review, we’ve encountered three areas where our Lord wants us to live highly 
sacrificial, transformed, and non-conformed lives (Rom. 12:1-2).  We must . . .  
 

• Be Radically Righteous With Love (Rom. 12:9) 
• Be Radically Righteous Toward Evil (Rom. 12:9)  
• Be Radically Righteous Toward Good (Rom. 12:9) 
 

How are you faring in these areas?  Did you, by the Spirit’s empowerment, make appreciable 
change this week? Did you love more without conditions? Did you find yourself pulling away from 
evil and gluing yourself to that which God would call good and noble?  
 To these three concepts we cover three move in verses 10 through 11.   
 

Be Radically Righteous Toward Loving The Family (Rom. 12:10) 
In our current culture, where politicians are skilled (unfortunately) at dividing us up so there is 
disunity, dissatisfaction, and chaos, Paul’s words are a breath of fresh air:  
 

NAS Romans 12:10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to 
one another in honor; 
 

NIV Romans 12:10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above 
yourselves. 
 
BGT Romans 12:10 τῇ φιλαδελφίᾳ εἰς ἀλλήλους φιλόστοργοι, τῇ τιμῇ ἀλλήλους 
προηγούμενοι, 
 

From the Greek text we can readily surmise a main verb is missing, again. As I’ve said before, this 
is a rhetorical device called ellipsis, and it is purposefully (or passionately) done in order to 
emphasize and underscore what is being communicated.  Put differently, Paul couldn’t offer this 
command in a more emphatic fashion.   
 While the Devil’s followers are known for their divisions, it should not be so among God’s 
people, His family.  Interestingly enough, Paul’s opening word translated as “brotherly love” is one 
which connotes this meaning.  I’ll say and I’m sure you will find it quite familiar: philadelpia 
(φιλαδελφίᾳ), or  . . . .  wait for it . . . brotherly love.  The adjective, philostorgos (φιλόστοργοι), devoted, 
further describes and isolates how we, as saints, should treat each other as fellow family members 
who are fighting sin and evil. The unique adjective readily describes family love, hence devotion . . . 
for are not family members, by definition, supposed to naturally love each other?  Indeed.  
 As I’ve said before, my father, Al, had ten sisters, and his mother, my grandma Lilly, was 
one of sixteen, and my grandfather, her husband, was one of ten.  The family never moved, 
basically, and has remained in that small southern town (Kershaw, S. C.) for generations.  I’ll never 
forget the first time I took Liz back there from California.  All day long a steady stream of people 
came over to my Aunt Odessa’s small, modest home to see us and we them.  After two weeks of 
this, Liz said, “Who are all of these people?”  She was joking, of course, because she, who only ever 
had three cousins, couldn’t believe all the relatives.  I couldn’t either, but one thing was, and is, for 
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sure, I loved everyone who came over because they were kin and kin, well, stick together . . . 
especially in the South.     
 Applied to people who get justified by faith in Jesus’ person and redemptive work, Paul’s 
point shouldn’t be missed.  Since we are brothers and sisters in Christ we should readily show 
love to each other because we are spiritual family members.  And since we are going to be together 
for eternity, we should probably start acting like loving family members in the here and now, 
right?  Just a thought.  
 If you are my spiritual brother, or bro to use more colloquial (surfer) English, then 
numerous practical things come into play.  
 

• I share my possessions with you if you have need. Why? You’re my bro.  
• I don’t hate you. Why? You’re my bro . . . and to hate you would mean I walk in 

darkness, not light (1 John 2:9-11).  
• I won’t be easily offended by you. Why? You’re my bro.  
• I won’t blow off your emails, cell phone calls, or text messages. Why? You’re 

my bro.  
• I will drop everything and come to your side at the sign of trouble. Why? You’re 

my bro.  
• I will financially help you when you hit a rough spot in the road of life. Why? 

You’re my bro.  
• I will forgive you and restore our relationship when you blow it. Why? You’re 

my bro.  
• I won’t listen to someone bad mouth and talk you down when you’re not 

around. Why? You’re my bro.  
• I won’t watch you work without me pitching in to help. Why? You’re my bro.  
• I will lovingly confront you when you do something sinful. Why? You’re my 

bro and I love you.  Is this not what Paul did when he sent Onesimus, the run-
away slave he led to Christ, back to his Christian owner? Sure. You can read 
about the brotherly conversation in Philemon 1:10-16:  10 I appeal to you for my child, 
whom I have begotten in my imprisonment, Onesimus, 11 who formerly was useless to you, but 
now is useful both to you and to me. 12 And I have sent him back to you in person, that is, 
sending my very heart, 13 whom I wished to keep with me, that in your behalf he might minister 
to me in my imprisonment for the gospel; 14 but without your consent I did not want to do 
anything, that your goodness should not be as it were by compulsion, but of your own free will. 
15 For perhaps he was for this reason parted from you for a while, that you should have him 
back forever, 16 no longer as a slave, but more than a slave, a beloved brother, especially to me, 
but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.”  

 
You get the picture, I’m sure.  As members of Christ’s family, we are to act like loving, not hostile, 
family members.  Do you? Do your actions toward other believers resemble how a brother should 
treat a brother, how a sister should treat a sister, how a brother should treat a sister, and how a 
sister should treat a brother.  Does love, agape, divine love, play out on the theater screen of your 
life? It should because it is natural . . . and radical in light of the selfish, divisive world we live in. 
Ostensibly, there are no greater words a church could hear from the Lord than they truly know 
how to love each other. The Thessalonian church was such a church:  
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9 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, 
for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another; 10 for indeed you do 
practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, 
brethren, to excel still more . . .  (1 Thess. 4).  
 

Those words could easily be spoken about our church. There is brotherly love here, I mean real, 
radical brother love, but there is always room for improvement.  Why?  We have clay feet. So, I 
challenge you (and myself) as Paul challenged the Romans.  May brotherly love be more than talk 
around here.  Might it be what all newcomers sense and see as they move among us.   
 If you haven’t been acting like a brother or sister in Christ, if you’ve been behaving more 
like a foe than a family member, then I think you know what needs to happen.  You and Jesus need 
to have a private meeting for a time of confession.  Confession is good for the soul, and it’s always 
a wonderful way to build up and strengthen our family relationships.   
 Next, Paul calls us to . . .   
 

Be Radically Righteous Toward Honoring Family Members (Rom. 12:10) 
Ah, be honest. This is a tough one.  Why is it tough?  It is hard because we are self-centered, by 
sinful design. We are jealous creatures, too.  Just let another colleague make rank ahead of us and 
we can have, well, issues.  We might be smiling at his/her promotion ceremony, but inside we 
might be snarling, “I was a better student at West Point, so what gives?”  

In addition, it’s hard to us to showcase others because we love attention.  We crave people 
noticing us. We daydream about one of our web postings going viral.  We want our friends and 
family to see us waving when the news cameras are rolling. We jump out of our seats to get noticed 
as a National’s game when the cameras pan the audience, and when a camera locks on us we go, 
well, WILD. We want people to see all of our Insta-gram postings.  Yes, we want them to know 
what we’ve achieved, where we’ve traveled for vacation, and even what awesome meals we 
consumed.  Really, who care what you had for lunch?  You do.   
 Into this world where people are, by nature, self-absorbed, Paul makes this jaw-dropping 
statement:  
 

NAS Romans 12:10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to 
one another in honor; 
 

NIV Romans 12:10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above 
yourselves. 
 
BGT Romans 12:10 τῇ φιλαδελφίᾳ εἰς ἀλλήλους φιλόστοργοι, τῇ τιμῇ ἀλλήλους 
προηγούμενοι, 
 

The present middle participle (which is a hapax in Greek, meaning it only occurs one time in the 
New Testament), proegoumenoi (προηγούμενοι), literally means “to lead the way.”  Friberg’s 
Analytical Greek Lexicon says it also means to “outdo others.”2 Really, this word is a combination 
of the preposition pro, or before, wedded to the verb egeomai,  which means “to think.”  Since the 

                                                           
2 Friberg, Analytical Greek Lexicon.  
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preposition affixed  to the verb intensifies its meaning, the word here connotes going over-to-top 
on showing honor to other saints.   
 Do you do this?  Will you do this?   
 

• When another saint knocks a Bible study out of the park, honor them.  
• When another saint is always there when you have a life issue, honor them.  
• When another saints does a tremendous job in leading a Life Group, honor 

them.  
• When another saint is always spotted serving behind the scenes, honor them.  
• When another saint is chosen to sing lead on the worship team, honor them.  
• When the children’s team pulls off another awesome Fall Festival, honor them.  
• When another teen makes the La Crosse or football team and you don’t, honor 

them.  
 

Honor. It’s the very thing in short supply in our selfish, me-centered, sinful world.  If anything, 
our world, our country is all about dishonoring the honorable by an means possible from fierce 
Facebook postings to twisted tweets. From police to Presidents, we’ve devolved into small people 
who say small, snide things about people who should, because of the responsibility they shoulder, 
receive our honor and respect without having to earn it.   
 May this church, may we as a people, not just be all about brotherly love.  May we also be 
known as a church where honor reigns supremely because we think of others more highly than 
we should think of ourselves (Phil. 2:3), to borrow from Paul’s words.   
 Honoring others takes real work, so I think it is high time to get to work, don’t you? Or as 
they say down South, ‘the times a’ wastin’.  
 A third radical form of righteousness you find in those who have turned from the darkness 
of sin to the glorious light of the gospel is focused on how they approach life.  They go after it, 
again as they say down South, ‘whole hog.’  Paul’s commands about this could easily be rephrased 
to read . . .  you, as a believer, should . . .  
 

Be Radically Righteous Toward How You Function (Rom. 12:11) 
Let’s start by first reading these three somewhat related commands:  
 

 

KJV Romans 12:11 Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; (Rom. 
12:11 KJV) 
 
NAS Romans 12:11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 
 
NIV Romans 12:11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving 
the Lord. 
 
BGT Romans 12:11 τῇ σπουδῇ μὴ ὀκνηροί, τῷ πνεύματι ζέοντες, τῷ κυρίῳ δουλεύοντες, 
 

If anything, Paul worked hard as a teacher, missionary, and tent-maker.  I’m sure callouses covered 
his feet and don’t you know his hands were hard and cracked from using them to mend and make 
tents? Based on these observations from his life, coupled with what he writes in passages like the 
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one before us, I don’t think Paul thought too much about saints who would rather sit than serve, 
and who would rather watch the work.  His first pointed, edgy statement/command says this 
much. 
  “Not lagging behind in diligence,” again, is a clause lacking a verb for the sake of emphasis.  
It’s as if Paul sits back and says, “Look, there is no room for slackers and loafers in God’s family. 
What God wants is people who energetic and eager, which is what the word “diligence,” spoude 

(σπουδῇ), means. You are the guy who is all suited up on 
the bench, clinching your glove and just itching to get in 
the game.  You’re intense. You’re focused. You’re ready to 
roll. You’re the exact opposite of the Greek word okneroi 
(ὀκνηροί), which means to be sluggish, to drag your feet, 
or to hesitate. Those words don’t even compute in your 
electrified, busy brain.   
 Have you seen the cartoon Zootopia?  I like the part 
where the little gray rabbit goes into the DMV office 
with the red fox.   Behind the counter is the DMV rep, 
who is represented by a large, gray-haired sloth.  As you 

can imagine, the sloth talks and moves so slow he frustrates the little rabbit out of her mind. This 
is not how believers pursuing radical righteousness should behave.  On the contrary, they should 
be as excited and energetic as the little gray bunny.  Give them something to do, and they do it. 
Give them an opportunity, and they get to work. Ask them to sign up to help and they help, and 
you, as a leader, don’t even have to circle back around and make sure they remember they signed 
up to do “x.”  That’s how they function.  They, more than anyone else, are diligent.  They get jobs 
of service done.   
 In addition, they live radically by being what Paul calls “fervent in spirit” (τῷ πνεύματι 
ζέοντες).  Fervent is an interesting, graphic word in Greek.  It is zeo (ζέω) and it literally means “to 
boil,” and since it is a present tense participle, it speaks of a perpetual lifestyle, not a momentary 
one.  If you have a boiling pot in your mind, then you have the meaning.  A leading Greek lexicon 
tells us this much:  
 

ζέω ptc. ζέων (lit. ‘boil, seethe’ Hom.+; GDI p. 1034 no. 3 [Crete, II B.C.] religious 
regulation καταχέαι τινὶ ὕδωρ ζέον; pap; Job 32:19; Jos., Bell. 3, 271, Ant. 13, 345; 
Ath.) fig. of emotions, anger, love, eagerness to do good or evil, to be stirred up 
emotionally, be enthusiastic/excited/on fire (Trag.; Pla., Rep. 440c; Chariton 1, 
5, 1; Plut., Mor. 1088 f; 4 Macc 18:20; Philo, Mos. 2, 280) ζέων τῷ πνεύματι of Apollos 
before he became a full-fledged member of the Christian community with burning 
zeal Ac 18:25 (cp. Eunap. p. 82 ζέοντος δαίμονος, i.e. of the orator.—S. also 
HPreisker, ZNW 30, ’31, 301–4; RStrelan, Paul, Artemis, and the Jews in Ephesus: 
BZNW 80, ’96, 216–29). The admonition to Christians to be τῷ πνεύματι ζέοντες 
Ro 12:11 directs them to maintain the spiritual glow (Moffatt).—B. 676. Straub 20. 
DELG. M-M. TW.3 

 
What does this mean when applied to how a Christians should radically live? There are two ways 
you can take this word as used in this clause.  
                                                           

3 William Arndt, Frederick W. Danker, and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other 
Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 426. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+426&off=6389
https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+426&off=6389
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 One, it can denote being a person who is simply enthusiastic in your spirit and approach 
to service to Christ.  Ask them to do something, and they won’t drag their feet or look at their 
shoes.  Their attitude drips with positive enthusiasm and forward drive.  I once knew a missionary 
who ministered on a Philippine island for seven years with a nomadic tribe before he obtained his 
first convert.  That man, and his wife and beautiful children, had zeo, fervency.  How about you?  
Are you about as lively as a stone statue in your service to Christ, or do you exude a can-do, I won’t 
stop attitude? That’s what a radical Christian should be like regardless of their personality type 
(ESTJ, ISTJ, ESTP, ISTP, ESFJ, ISFJ, ESFP, ISFP, ENTJ, INTJ, ENTP, INTP, ENFJ, INFJ, ENFP, 
INFP). In Christ, even introverts can have fervency. In Christ, even thinkers can have fervency. 
And so on and so forth.   
 Two, since fervency, which is wedded to “the spirit,” can mean you should be boiling, 
bubbling over with the power of the Spirit of God.  How does that happen?  It happens as you 
confess sin, as you get in the Word, as you draw close to God, as you fast, as you pray, as you ask 
for the unction and filling of the Spirit (Eph. 5:18).  You know it, don’t you, when someone has the 
fervency of the Spirit of God. While attending Azusa Pacific University from 1976 to 1980, the 
school had area pastors come and speak for chapel.  I’ll never forget the honorable Reverend E. V. 
Hill.  That man could bring it.  He’s pull out a hanky at some point during his delivery and start 
wiping the perspiration off of his face because he was on fire for God.  If you have never watched 
his moving message he spoke when his beloved wife died, you need to check it out online. While 
you listen to him you will be moved from laughter to tears, and you’ll definitely walk away 
inspired to pursue the living God in a whole new way.  Why?  That man has the fire of God all 
about him because he was all about God.   
 You can have that same holy fire about your when you submit to the Spirit of God and seek 
His empowerment for living life to the fullest for Him.  Your prayer for God couldn’t be clearer:  
 

Here I am God. I’ve been distracted. I’ve lived my life on my own power. I’m spent. 
I’m weary. I’m worn out. I’m beleaguered by the onslaught of sin. But you touch 
me. Pour your power into me.  Yes, pour your power into me. Take this clay vessel 
and make it a spiritual vessel pulsating with your energy to touch lives for eternity.   
 

You pray and then watch out for God will give you a whole new attitude.   
 Paul closes out this short section on how we should function in a radical fashion by 
relating what he has just said to our service to God.   

 
NAS Romans 12:11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 
 
NIV Romans 12:11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving 
the Lord. 
 
BGT Romans 12:11 τῇ σπουδῇ μὴ ὀκνηροί, τῷ πνεύματι ζέοντες, τῷ κυρίῳ δουλεύοντες, 
 

No doubt, we should have attitudes of diligence and fervor in our service of Christ.  
At the end of the day, however, it is most important for us to take those attitudes and put 

them into submissive service to Christ because we are His slaves, after all, we are bought with the 
price (1 Cor. 6:20; 7:23).  This is what the word serving means here.  This root is built off the word 
which means to be a slave in sole possession of a master, as Bauer tells us in his Greek lexicon:  
 



The Book of Romans           Romans 12 

9 
 
 
 
 

① to be owned by another, be a slave, be subjected 
ⓐ lit., of Hagar and Jerusalem Gal 4:25. τινί to someone (Jos., Ant. 4, 115.—C. Ap. 2, 
128 the Egyptians claim τὸ μηδενὶ δουλεῦσαι. Likew. in Appian, Bell. Civ. 4, 67 §286 
the Rhodians are proud ἕνεκα τύχης ἐς τὸ νῦν ἀδουλώτου; Diod S 5, 15, 3 the Iolaës 
of Sardinia have maintained their freedom ἅπαντα τὸν αἰῶνα … μέχρι τοῦ νῦν; in 5, 
15, 4 even the Carthaginians οὐκ ἠδυνήθησαν [αὐτοὺς] … καταδουλώσασθαι) J 8:33; 
Ac 7:7 (Gen 15:14); Ro 9:12; B 13:2 (both Gen 25:23; cp. Jos., Ant. 1, 275); 13:5 (Gen 
48:19 altered after 25:23); 1 Cl 31:4 (Jacob by Laban [Gen 29:15, 20]; cp. Just., D. 134, 
3). 
ⓑ in imagery: of a change in masters Ro 7:6. 
② to act or conduct oneself as one in total service to another, perform the duties of a 
slave, serve, obey. 
ⓐ be in service to personal beings 
α. to humans, w. dat. of pers. (PHal 1, 219 [III B.C.] ὁ Ἀλεξανδρεὺς τῷ Ἀλεξανδρεῖ 
μὴ δουλευέτω) Mt 6:24; Lk 16:13; 2 Cl 6:1 (on being a slave to more than one master 
s. Billerb. on Mt 6:24; Mitt-Wilck. I/2, 203 II, 13f; 206, 16ff). τοσαῦτα ἔτη δ. σοι I 
have slaved for you so many years Lk 15:29, a statement about toil rather than actual 
status (cp. Gen 31:41). Abs. ἐν καθαρᾷ καρδίᾳ 2 Cl 11:1; μᾶλλον δ. let them be all the 
better slaves 1 Ti 6:2; πλέον δ. IPol 4:3. On Eph 6:7, see β. Fig., of loving service 
ἀλλήλοις Gal 5:13. δίκαιον εὖ δουλεύοντα πόλλοις 1 Cl 16:12 (Is 53:11). 
β. to transcendent beings, esp. in expressions relating to God or Jesus Christ as 
recipients of undivided allegiance, for, as indicated in α, a slave can take orders 
from only one master δ. τῷ θεῷ serve God, where God is thought of as κύριος, and a 
human as δοῦλος (Eur., Or. 418; Ex 23:33; Philo, Cher. 107, Somn. 2, 100; Jos., Ant. 
7, 367; 8, 257; SibOr 3, 740; Orig., C. Cels. 8, 8, 17; cp. τοῖ κτισθεῖσιν ἀντὶ θεοῦ 3, 15, 
17): Mt 6:24; Lk 16:13 (on both cp. Sextus 574 οὐκ ἔστιν ἅμα δουλεύειν ἡδονῇ κ. 
θεῷ); 1 Th 1:9; 2 Cl 11:1; 17:7; Pol 2:1 (Ps 2:11); 6:3; MPol 9:3; Hm 8:6; 12, 6, 2; Hs 4:2; 
Dg 2:5 τῷ δημιουργῷ; 1 Cl 26:1. τῷ Χριστῷ Ro 14:18; cp. 16:18; Col 3:24; abs. μετʼ 
εὐνοίας δ. render service (to your masters) w. good will Eph 6:7 (through wordplay 
Jesus Christ, as κύριος, is here viewed as the ultimate recipient of the slave’s 
service); τῷ κυρίῳ (Judg 2:7; 1 Km 7:4; 12:20) Ac 20:19; Ro 12:11 (v.l. τῷ καιρῷ.—δ. 
τῷ καιρῷ means ‘accommodate oneself to the occasion’ [Plut., Arat. 1047 [43, 2]; 
Pallad.: Anth. Pal. 9, 441; Procop. Soph., Ep. 113 H. δουλεύειν τῇ χρείᾳ καὶ πείθεσθαι 
τῷ καιρῷ. The contrast is with πράττειν ὅσα τις βούλεται, or Herodas 2, 9f: ζῶμεν 
οὐχ ὡς βουλόμεσθʼ, ἀλλʼ ὡς ἡμέας ὁ καιρὸς ἕλκει], and can have the unfavorable 
connotation ‘be an opportunist’; for this reason it is expressly rejected for this pass. 
by Athanas., Origen-Rufinus, and Jerome, but they may be interested in sanitizing 
the text. S. Ltzm. ad loc.); Hv 4, 2, 5; Hs 1:7; 4:5ff; 6, 3, 6; 8, 6, 2; the Holy Spirit 5, 6, 
5; 7; elements or elemental spirits Gal 4:9, cp. vs. 8 (in a relig. sense also PGM 13, 
72 κύριε, δουλεύω ὑπὸ τὸν σὸν κόσμον τῷ σῷ ἀγγέλῳ; lesser divinities [δαίμονες] 
Just., D. 83, 4; Tat. 17, 3). 
ⓑ to things, by fig. ext. of mng. in a: Be a slave to sin Ro 6:6; the law (Orig., C. Cels. 
5, 6, 28) 7:25; desire Hm 12, 2, 5; Tit 3:3 (X., Mem. 1, 5, 5, Apol. 16; Pla., Phdr. 238e 
ἡδονῇ; Polyb. 18, 15, 16; Herodian 1, 17, 9; Philo, Cher. 71; Jos., Ant. 15, 91 δ. ταῖς 
ἐπιθυμίαις; Iren., 1, 6, 3 [Harv. I 56, 2]); the virtues Hv 3, 8, 8; m 12, 3, 1; faith m 9:12; 
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τῇ κοιλίᾳ the belly, i.e. appetite (γαστρί X., Mem. 1, 6, 8; Anth. 11, 410, 4; cp. Ath. 31, 2) 
Ro 16:18. εἰς τὸ εὐαγγέλιον serve in the gospel Phil 2:22. For Ro 12:11 v.l. καιρῷ s. 2aβ.—
M-M. TW.4 
 

Our lives are not our lives.  Our lives are His lives to be used as He sees fit to advance His eternal 
purposes.  Our lives are not about us getting served, but in us serving others, however, that may 
occur inside or outside the church building.  To a pampered loving world, these are, indeed, radical 
words.  So, if you are not servin’, you’re slouchin’, and slouchin’ is nothing short of sin.  Again, I 
think you know what you need to do, don’t you?   
 During my senior year in college, I went with a team to study John MacArthur’s church in 
Panorama City.  I had no sooner parked my Camaro in the lot and starting walking toward the 
sanctuary than a man approached me.  He promptly introduced me, and then he said words I’ll 
never forget, “Where are you serving?”  Whoa.  Now that’s the kind of church we want to be.   
 Where are you serving?  
 Our new relationship to Christ calls for us to live radically changed lives so evil is 
thwarted. How does this occur?  It occurs when we are  . . .  
 

• Radically Righteous Toward Loving The Family (Rom. 12:10) 
• Radically Righteous Toward Honoring Family Members (Rom. 12:10) 
• Radically Righteous Toward How We Function (Rom. 12:11) 

 

                                                           
4 William Arndt, Frederick W. Danker, and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other 

Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 259. 
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