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ast week Liz’s fairly new garage door opener stopped functioning.  As usual, I launched into 
action to problem solve.  First, I grabbed the trusty instruction book. Second, I placed the 
ladder in a strategic position so I could access the control panel.  Third, I tried 

reprogramming the unit; however, after many attempts I threw in the proverbial towel and called 
the manufacturer.   
 After talking with the nice, helpful lady from the Chamberlain garage door company, she 
isolated the problem.  My travel module, which is connected with the motor had stopped 
functioning.  Since it is attached to the motor, I, wait for it, needed a new motor too.  “That’s just 
wonderful,” I muttered under my breath.  She assured me I wouldn’t have to spend any money on 
this because she could cover it on the warranty by associated the two components as one.  
Awesome.   
 A week later the heavy box of my new parts arrived.  On Monday night I, along with my 
son-in-law, Greg, opened it up, set up a portable work table under the old opener, situated the 
correct tools on the table top, and, I, then, proceeded to read the direction. This is an important 
step, isn’t it? Only the unwise think they don’t need the directions. Within a few minutes it 
became readily apparent we’d have to completely disassemble the motor from the track.  After 
this, we’d have to completely take apart the entire opener housing.  Believe me, all of this involved 
numerous complex steps of loosening all kinds of bolts and screws, pulling all the various colored 
wires out of their respective fittings, and so forth.  Once we had the unit, parts were, well, 
everywhere.   
 With the old motor laying to the side after we extracted it, the directions to install the 
new motor and travel module couldn’t have been shorter.  It basically read: To install the new 
motor and travel module simply reverse all the above listed steps.  Don’t you just love practical 
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advice like this which is so to the point? Had we improvised, I doubt the unit would have worked.  
Yet, since we followed the practical directions in sequential order, we had the garage door opening 
and closing with no issues.    
 Spiritually, I’m sure you can see a one to one correlation between moving from spiritual 
immaturity, which is living in a dysfunctional fashion, and maturity, which involves following 
God’s highly practical guide of what you need to do to get up and running. Paul, as we know, gives 
us a detailed guide to show us how to move from spiritual dysfunction to spiritual function in 
Romans 12.  Here we learn from the command of verses 1 through 2 that in order to accomplish 
this worthy, lofty, life-changing quest we need to first understand this over-arching truth:  

 
Radical Righteousness Must Permeate Our Sacred And Secular 

Lives (Rom. 12:9-21) 
 

Granted, we don’t have time to go over all the imperative driven concepts we have covered in 
verses 9 through 13, but they are worth a brief mention:  
 

• Be Radically Righteous With Love (Rom. 12:9) 
• Be Radically Righteous Toward Evil (Rom. 12:9)  
• Be Radically Righteous Toward Good (Rom. 12:9) 
• Be Radically Righteous Toward Loving The Family (Rom. 12:10) 
• Be Radically Righteous Toward Honoring Family Members (Rom. 12:10) 
• Be Radically Righteous Toward How You Function (Rom. 12:11) 
• Be Radically Righteous Concerning Hope (Rom. 12:12a)  
• Be Radically Righteous Concerning Tribulation (Rom. 12:12b) 
• Be Radically Righteous By Means of Persistent Prayer (Rom. 12:12c)  
• Be Radically Righteous Concerning Caring For Christians (Rom. 12:13) 
• Be Radical When It Comes to Hospitality (Rom. 12:13) 
 

Reads just like an instruction guide, doesn’t it?  Be mindful of these commands by applying them 
constantly to your live and you, by definition, move from spiritual dysfunction to spiritual 
maturity.  How are you doing?  Which ones are you starting to master? Which ones are giving you 
fits? Keep pressing on, as Paul says in his letter to the Philippian church (Phil. 3:12-13), because 
concerted, thoughtful effort leads to true, appreciable spiritual growth, which is exactly what 
Christ is looking for in our lives.   
 To these eleven commands, adds two more powerful, practical ones in verses 14 through 
15.  Are you ready for them? I am.  Let’s dive in with a goal of not just listening to what Paul 
challenges us to do, but with a mindset to actually commit to following the directions to the letter.   
 

Be Radically Righteous Toward Enemies Of The Faith (Rom. 12:14) 
Growing up in the faith is all about living in a way which runs against the selfish, prideful ways 
of the world.  This new type of living, of course, is not all dependent  upon your power either, but 
it founded and ground in the presence of the Holy Spirit.  As Zechariah the bold, courageous 
prophet once remarked by way of divine inspiration, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit says 
the LORD of hosts” (Zech. 4:6).  When God brings radical, eye-brow raising positive change to a 
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carnal, sinful life, it is by means of the Spirit’s empowerment coupled, of course, with our 
submission and obedience.   
 In verse 14, Paul gives us a command which is the epitome of counter-culture:  
 
 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and curse not. 
 
14 εὐλογεῖτε τοὺς διώκοντας [ὑμᾶς], εὐλογεῖτε καὶ μὴ καταρᾶσθε. 

 
Jaw-dropping, isn’t it?   
 The present tense imperative here, to bless, is from the Greek verb eulogeo (εὐλογέω).  
Danker and Friberg’s respective Greek lexicons give us the much needed nuances of this highly 
positive and pivotal word:  
 

[Danker] εὐλογέω [εὖ, λόγος] – 1. ‘invoke (divine) favor’ on or for someth. bless, 
of things Mk 8:7 (prob. Mt 14:19; 26:26; Mk 6:41; 14:22 are to be understood in this 
sense); Lk 24:30; 1 Cor 10:16; of pers. Lk 2:34; 6:28; Ro 12:14; Hb 11:20f; 1 Pt 3:9. – 2. 
‘express high praise’, w. connotation of appreciation for beneficence bless, praise 
in ref. to God or Jesus Christ Mt 14:19; Lk 1:64; 24:53; 1 Cor 14:16; Js 3:9; in 
acclamation Mt 21:9 and par. – 3. ‘bestow favor’, bless Eph 1:3; Hb 6:14; pass. Mt 
25:34; Lk 1:42; Gal 3:9. 
 
[Fri] εὐλογέω impf. εὐλόγουν; fut. εὐλογήσω; 1aor. εὐλόγησα; pf. εὐλόγηκα; pf. 
pass. ptc. εὐλογημένος; 1fut. pass. εὐλογηθήσομαι; (1) of man's duty to speak well 
of God in the form of praise or thanksgiving praise, extol (LU 1.64); give thanks (1C 
14.16); (2) as calling down God's gracious power on persons bless, invoke a blessing 
on (LU 24.50); on things bless, consecrate, pronounce blessing on (MT 26.26); (3) 
of God's action in bestowing blessing confer favor or blessing on, graciously 
benefit, act kindly toward (HE 6.14); passive be blessed, be favored (LU 1.42) 
εὐλογεῖτε VMPA--2P εὐλογέω.  
 

Interestingly enough, we get our word eulogy from this word.  What is a eulogy but a statement 
about good things concerning a person’s earthly life?  But more precisely the word means you 
purposefully pronounce and ask for God’s blessing on someone’s life.  You might need to read that 
one more time.  
 It is one thing to seek God’s blessing on someone who supports us and our faith, and quite 
another to seek it for someone who opening opposes us and our faith. Yet this is exactly what Paul 
commands us to do, and his command is, as you might guess from the context, is a present tense 
verb meaning this is how we should always naturally respond to antagonists of the faith we have 
in Christ’s gospel.  Where did Paul get this idea?  Though it is not stated, he probably acquired it 
from Christ’s teachings.   
 Christ’s first sermon, which his classically called the Sermon on the Mount, highlights in 
Luke’s gospel how godly kingdom people should live in this godless kingdom. This powerful, life-
altering sermon to beat all sermons recounts the Lord’s command regarding how to react to those 
who hate Him, His followers, and His doctrine and teaching:  
 

28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you (Luke 6). 
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28 εὐλογεῖτε τοὺς καταρωμένους ὑμᾶς, προσεύχεσθε περὶ τῶν ἐπηρεαζόντων ὑμᾶς (Luke 
6).  
 

Christ says we are to pray for and speak God’s ultimate blessing on those who curse us for 
believing and seeking to live for God.  The Greek word here is most instructive.  It is kataraomai 
(καταράομαι) which is the preposition kata (κατα) wedded to the verb araomai (αράομαι).  Kata with 
the accusative (direct object) means according to or corresponding to. With the genitive (i.e., of 
possession) it means to be against something. 1 As I’ve said many times in this passage, a 
preposition like this stapled to a verb intensifies its meaning. Because Jesus, as Paul is prone to 
do, staples it to araomai, which means to literally pray a negative curse on/over someone, Jesus is 
pointing to the vilest, vicious, vain, venomous person imaginable.  Think of a Jezebel or a Richard 
Dawkins and you have the mental picture.  Think of the reaction of Jews who witnessed Christ’s 
crucifixion and the Roman soldiers who actually crucified Him, the Lord of glory, and you have 
all the info you need to understand this unusual word and its meaning 
 Instead of releasing Jesus, an innocent man, Pilate succumbed to the hateful Jews who 
chanted, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas” a killer and an insurrectionist who hated 
Rome (Luke 23:19).  When Pilate desired to move to release Jesus because he could find no guilt 
in him, he acquiesced to the carnal, angry crow who rhythmically chanted “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” 
(Luke 23:20).  Interesting how the masses are always all about ridding the world of good, godly 
people who stand for truth and holiness.  But I digress.   
 To the enraged, unreasonable unbelievers and Roman crucifixion detail who mocked and 
made fun of Him as they nailed Him to the rugged tree, Jesus did the unthinkable.  Looking down 
from the cross He said these memorable, instructive, breath-taking words:  
 

34 But Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are 
doing" (Luke 23).   
 

When He could have called legions of angels to deliver Him, when He could have literally 
vaporized the vipers around the foot of His blood-stained cross, He did the unimaginable: He 
prayed and asked for divine blessing to fall upon the mocking, menacing miscreants.   
 How did the mockers respond to His words of love?  Read on:  
 

And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. 35 And the people 
stood by, looking on. And even the rulers were sneering at Him, saying, "He saved 
others; let Him save Himself if this is the Christ of God, His Chosen One." 36 And 
the soldiers also mocked Him, coming up to Him, offering Him sour wine, 
 37 and saying, "If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!" (Lk. 23).  
 

His words fell upon stony, hardened hearts, but He gave them anyway for such is the activity of 
saints with sinners.  When we are opposed by them, we are instructed to attempt to build a bridge 
to them with words of blessing.  Amazing.  
 

                                                           
1 Barclay M. Newman, A Concise Greek-English Dictionary of the New Testament (London: United Bible Societies, 

1971), 92.   
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This is the mature motif Paul picks up on and applies in his letter to the Romans believer 
who were on the leading edge of hatred of Christ and Christianity.  The present active nature of 
the verb “to persecute” Paul employs tells us this much.  Opposition to the faith was not 
something which might happen in the future, but was occurring in their here and now.  I’m sure 
the exclusivity of the faith, which requires a sinner to recognize Jesus as “the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life” (John 14:6), did not square well with the Roman penchant for enjoying a wide array of 
gods and goddesses like Jupiter (the master of the gods and the main god of the pantheon), Juno 
(the wife of Jupiter and the goddess of women and fertility), Venus (the goddess of love and 
beauty, the Kim Kardashian of our time), Minerva (the goddess of wisdom, learning, and 
industry), and so on and so forth.2  “You are so in tolerant to claim that your god is the only god. 
How dare you be so dogmatic, narrow minded, and hateful” could have been the reply to the 
gospel.  Unfortunately, since Romans was written around 56-57 A.D. (see Introduction), it was 
only a few short years until the Church would face it first fierce opposition under the likes of Nero 
(54-68A.D.).  
 In 64 A.D., Nero, the crazy, deranged, murderous tyrant who claimed he was none other 
than Apollo, the god of healing and prophecy, watched as a fire which consumed Circus Maximus 
in Rome spread to the city at large.  His senatorial enemies, who couldn’t stand his secretive star 
chambers where judicial decisions were made against them, seized upon the moment and used 
fake news to say he had started it. He responded by blaming the whole debacle on the defenseless, 
love-minded Christians.  It was not long thereafter that Christians were burned on stakes to light 
the city at night.    
 In this increasingly volatile environment where Christianity was painted as the problem 
to the society not the solution, Paul said that believers were to verbally seek the living God’s 
blessing on the pernicious perpetrators.  Unbelievable.  Other-worldly. Surely, godly activity.  But 
he did not stop here. He went even further by tacking on this negative command:  
 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and curse not. 
 
14 εὐλογεῖτε τοὺς διώκοντας [ὑμᾶς], εὐλογεῖτε καὶ μὴ καταρᾶσθε. 
 

The negative particle wedded to the present tense verb, “to curse” (καταράομαι) forbids an action 
already in progress, or to a repeated action. Ostensibly, this means the Roman Christians were 
guilty of calling down curses, which Jesus forbid (Luke 6:28), on those who abused and opposed 
them. I will not venture to imagine how they worded those cures, but it does not take too much 
imagination: God consume the wicked who verbally attack me! God stop their mouths! God bring 
confusion on them and bring them to utter ruin! You get the idea.  According to Paul, the Roman 
believers needed stop cursing their persecutors and start blessing them.  Talk about a lofty way 
to respond to opposition, but it is Christlike plus it is the path to maturity in this tough, trying 
situations.   
 Peter, who had seen how Jesus responded to a plethora of problematic situations and lived 
to see Him not give into their vile ways (1 Pet. 2:22), offers up this sagacious advice when we 
encounter those who hate Christ and our Christian walk:  
 

9 not returning evil for evil, or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you 
were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing (1 Pet. 3). 

                                                           
2“Roman Pantheon,” All About History, accessed on October 24, 2019,  

https://www.allabouthistory.org/roman-pantheon-faq.htm 

https://www.allabouthistory.org/roman-pantheon-faq.htm
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Did you get that? We are NOT supposed to match the actions, be they physical or verbal, EVER!  
If they strike us, we do not strike back. If they cuss us out, we do not cuss them out. If they blog 
mean-spirited, unfounded, vile things about us, we are not to blog back. If they give us venomous 
Yelp responses, we are not to respond in kind. If they laugh at us, we are not to laugh at and mock 
them.  If they write ruthless things no our Facebook pages, we are not to return them the favor. 
Instead, we are to call for divine blessing to fall upon them.  As Peter counsels us, this is our divine 
calling, and when we fulfill this calling, when we live in this profound fashion we actually inherit 
a blessed like from God Almighty.   
 Question: How are you faring with those who persecute you? How will you respond when, 
not if, they level their sick, sinister sights on you to silence you? You respond, “Well, I have no idea 
of what you are talking about.  I just live a quiet Christian life.”  Really.  If you are living a Christian 
life you are going to experience persecution of some sort. Later in his letter to Pastor Timothy Paul 
articulate this truth:  
 

12 And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. (2 
Tim. 3).   
 

Note well he did not say “you might be persecuted if you live a godly life,” but you will be.  Perhaps 
you never experience opposition because you are not really pursuing a godly life, contrary to what 
you might think.  If you seek to live out the commands of this passage, if you seek to live the 
transformed and non-conformed life Paul talks about in Romans 12:1-2, you will, ipso facto, face 
stiff opposition.   

Why? Yes, why will and does the world oppose the Christian faith which such a religious 
zeal?   

 
• They believe man is the answer to the utopian world they want to build. Hence, 

if you would just get your limited, simple Christian views out of the way we 
could head toward Paradise on earth. When you, on the contrary, speak of 
man’s sin nature, then, it drives them out of their narcissistic minds.  “How dare 
you call me a sinner,” is their mantra.  

• Supposedly open-minded, educated, and tolerant folks cannot fathom anyone 
who would dare narrow-mindedly believe one man who died on a cross two 
thousand years ago is the solution for mankind’s issues.  How unenlightened 
and intolerant is this dogma is their second mantra.  Man does not need a 
redeemer because he is his redeemer, or so goes the mantra of adherents of 
socialism and communism.   

• Your belief that Christianity is he only true religion based on everything from 
the precise prophetic nature of the Bible, to the historical life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus, causes unbelievers and adherents to other faiths to 
bristle.  Talking about his dislike of the Bible Museum in downtown D.C., Joel 
S. Baden, Yale University professor of the Hebrew Bible, recently stated, “There 
are a number of prominent omissions that make it clear that it’s not a museum 
of the Bible as one might imagine it from a secular perspective.  They don’t do 
a good job of talking about whether parts of the Bible are historically 
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accurate.”3 He also doesn’t like the fact the museum does not give any 
recognition to Islam and Mormonism. Interesting observation, wouldn’t you 
agree?  I personally wouldn’t be offended at a museum on the Koran depicting 
the glories of Islam because that is what the book is about.  Yet unbelieving 
people have a special dislike for Christianity daring to uphold the wonder and 
glories of its holy book, when they won’t offer the same negative remarks 
regarding other religions and their commitment to their books.  Again, this is 
just another subtle way to verbally bash Christians for being so intolerant and 
unloving. Behavior like this logically and easily leads to more stringent forms 
of persecution when you cannot get the Christians to waffle and acquiesce.   

• Your love or morality wedded to moral absolutes built into the warp and woof 
of the cosmos by means of natural law, coupled with the precise revelation of 
what constitutes immoral and moral behavior in the Bible, set sinners ablaze 
with hatred for it reminds they are, in fact, not free to live however they want 
or desire. As they are prone to assert in the most “tolerant” tone possible, “Who 
are you to tell me what is sexual perversion? I call my version of sexuality love 
and to oppose me is to be a bigot and to act hatefully.”  

• They, the enlightened intelligentsia, believe science holds the answer to man’s 
progress toward societal bliss, while holding to the “fact” that religion is man’s 
biggest issue thwarting this sought after endeavor.  As Dawkins remarked 
once, “Do we know of any . . . example where stupid ideas have been known to 
spread like an epidemic? Yes, by God! Religion. Religious ideas are irrational. 
Religious beliefs are dumb and dumber: super dumb.”4 Hence, get rid of 
religion and you set men on a patch to personal and societal bliss.  The late 
Christopher Hitchens went so far as to write a book on the “problem” of 
religion.  He titled it God Is Not Great: How Religion Poisons Everything. He 
conveniently forgets how atheism poisons everything historically and leads to 
the extermination of opponents. He also failed to see all of the great, wonderful 
things Christianity has done to promote peace and health, not to mention all of 
broken lives it has positively impacted.  Further, he failed to come to honest 
terms with how deep thinkers like Blaise Pascal had their lives changed by the 
God who is there based on the evidence they saw at hand.  So what do you do 
if your blinded by your atheism? You strike out against theism wherever you 
find it.  Mark Tushnet, a Harvard law professor believes that Christians need 
to now be treated with a hard line, much like we treated the defeated Nazis 
and Japanese after our victory in 1945.  That hard line is more judicial rulings 
favoring liberal causes which are anti-Christian by definition.5 

 
                                                           

3 Amber Randall, “People Are Mad the Bible Museum Represents ‘Only A Judeo-Christian Perspective,” The 
Daily Caller, November 16, 2019, accessed October 24, 2019, https://dailycaller.com/2017/11/19/people-are-mad-the 
bible-museum-represents-only-a-judeo-christian-perspective/. 

 
4 David Horowitz, Dark Agenda: The War to Destroy Christian America (West Palm Beach: Humanix Books, 2018), 

9.  
 
5 Bradford Richardson, “Harvard Professor: Start Treating Christian Conservatives Like Nazis,” The 

Washington Times, May 10, 2016, accessed October 24, 2019, https://www.washingtontimes.com   /news/2016  
/may/10/harvard-professor-start-treating-christians-nazis/. 

https://dailycaller.com/2017/11/19/people-are-mad-the%20bible-museum-represents-only-a-judeo-christian-perspective/
https://dailycaller.com/2017/11/19/people-are-mad-the%20bible-museum-represents-only-a-judeo-christian-perspective/
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I could go on but I’m sure you get the point.  The godless world does hate you, as a Christian, but 
note it hated Christ long before it hated you (John 15:18).  What counts now as we descend into 
more pronounced forms of persecution in the months and years ahead is how we respond.  We 
are called, really commanded, to purposefully pray God’s blessings on our persecutors, looking for 
Him to work greatly in their lives.  We are also commanded to stop responding in ways which are 
highly reminiscent of their ways  
 So, when, not if, you are opposed for your faith, how will you respond? I pray that you and 
I will be full of blessing.  This is the way to be the light to the darkness.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


