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he Deadliest Catch features rough and tumble 
men who brave40-foot white-capped 
monster waves, freezing temperatures, and 
bobbing and weaving 700-pound crab pots in 

the Bering Sea near Alaska in order to carve out an 
existence catching, hopefully, vast amounts of king 
crab for commercial markets.  To watch the show is 
to be thankful for men like this and the fact you are 
in a different, less dangerous and demanding line of work . . .  inside a warm building.   
 My cousin, Eric Baker, could easily be showcased on this Discovery Channel show.  Being 
from Alaska, he shocked no one when he became a commercial fisherman with his own boat and 
Eskimo crew. It’s also no shock what his skin looks like either after doing this type of job for 30+ 
years: deep lines are etched in his face, his skin resembles tough leather, and scars are reminders 
of just how unpredictable his job on the sea can be.  
 With this image in mind, coupled with hair-raising stories of his fishing adventures, you 
can guess how shocked I was to learn about his softer, creative side.  While visiting with him one 
evening in my mother’s home, he said, “Say, Marty, do you want to see some of my artwork?”  “You 
do art?” I replied in a I-can’t-believe-it tone, as any honest cousin would do.  “Yeah, let me go out 
and get the box I transport my work in out of my Mustang,” he replied joyfully.   
 When he opened the large black box, I couldn’t believe my eyes. Resting on the red velvet 
were scores of highly intricate commercial fishing ship scenes carved out of walrus tusks Eric 
collects on beaches in the Aleutian Island chain. They were simply stunning.  They also revealed 
just what a man with a creative mind, a sharp dental electric tool, and a vast amount of time in the 
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off-season can accomplish.  By investing untold hours, Eric takes a lifeless piece of ivory and 
transforms it into a thing of ultimate beauty . . . . which he sells in jewelry stores in California and 
elsewhere. The transformation is a process, but the final result is worth it for the artists and for 
the one who views the art.   
 Spiritually, the same is true.  At the moment of conversion, Jesus gives us His positional 
holiness and thereby gives life to the old dead bone we call our body.  Then He, coupled with our 
effort, works to transform us into persons who reflect His beautiful and holy character. Just as 
Erick must stay focused and committed to turn the bleached ivory into a masterpiece, we, too, are, 
as Paul teaches us in Romans 12:9-21, called to feverishly work on various areas of our lives which 
need fine tuning so we become a new spiritual masterpiece.   
 The transformative work we are called to do is, well, nothing short of radical and leads to 
radical righteousness. And, it is not limited to one area of our lives, but is to be all-pervasive.  This 
is Paul’s main motif in these life-changing verses:   

 
Radical Righteousness Must Permeate Our Sacred And Secular 

Lives (Rom. 12:9-21) 
 

Just where is the character carving supposed to be done until we see the Master Artist, Jesus, face 
to face? The various imperatives embedded in the passage give us the coveted answer:  
 

• Be Radically Righteous With Love (Rom. 12:9) 
• Be Radically Righteous Toward Evil (Rom. 12:9)  
• Be Radically Righteous Toward Good (Rom. 12:9) 
• Be Radically Righteous Toward Loving The Family (Rom. 12:10) 
• Be Radically Righteous Toward Honoring Family Members (Rom. 12:10) 
• Be Radically Righteous Toward How You Function (Rom. 12:11) 
• Be Radically Righteous Concerning Hope (Rom. 12:12a)  
• Be Radically Righteous Concerning Tribulation (Rom. 12:12b) 
• Be Radically Righteous By Means of Persistent Prayer (Rom. 12:12c)  
 

I’d be remiss of my calling as spiritual art teacher if I didn’t ask you a personal question: Are you 
making headway in any or all of these areas?  Granted, you will probably never master all of them, 
but you can, and should, give daily time and attention to them so you can mature and flourish in 
the faith.   
 To these nine commands, Paul adds two more in verse 13.   
 

Be Radically Righteous Concerning Caring For Christians (Rom. 12:13) 
Watch carefully how Paul develops this powerful point:  
 

NAS Romans 12:13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality. 
 
NIV Romans 12:13 Share with the Lord's people who are in need. Practice 
hospitality. 
 
BGT Romans 12:13 ταῖς χρείαις τῶν ἁγίων κοινωνοῦντες, τὴν φιλοξενίαν διώκοντες. 
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We know God calls us to love all people and meet their needs when we can. His life and 
commands show us this much.  Did He not heal the government officials son in Cana (John 4:46)? 
Did He not heal the lame man at the Pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem (John 5:1ff)? Did He not give us 
the instructive story of the Good Samarian, wherein He showcased how we are to sacrificially care 
for the needs of all mankind, regardless of their ethnicity John 8:48ff)? Did He not miraculously 
feed the five thousand followers near the Sea of Galilee with five barley loaves and two small fish 
(John 6:1ff)? Did He not minister to a half-breed Samaritan woman (John 4:9ff)? Did He not 
remind us of the two greatest commandments which end with a call to love and care for all 
mankind?  You’ll remember His words:  
 

37 He said to him, "You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your mind 38  This is the great and foremost commandment. 
39 The second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two 
commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets (Matt. 22).  
 

Of course, Jesus gave us these words to motivate us to show care and compassion all of the needy 
around us.   
 Yet here in Romans 12, verse 13, Paul focuses this care and compassion completely on “the 
saints.”  The term, ton hagion ( τῶν ἁγίων), theologically denotes what happens at the moment of 
conversion.   A sinner, born with the sin nature of Adam, with no hope of working to save himself 
from God’s holy wrath against sin (Rom. 3:23), is given, at the moment of confession of the person 
and work of Jesus, the Lord (Rom. 10:9-10), the positional holiness of Christ (1 Cor. 1:30).  Scholars 
calls this the imputed holiness of Christ.  Prior to confession, you were spiritually bankrupt; 
however, at the moment of confessional faith, God fills your account, your life, with His Son’s 
holiness.  Concerning this, Turretin said years ago,  
 

When we say that the righteousness of Christ is imputed to us unto justification, 
and that we through that imputed righteousness are just before God, and not 
through a righteousness which inheres in us; we mean nothing else than that the 
obedience of Christ, presented to God the Father in our name, is so granted to us 
by God, that it is to be regarded as really ours, and that it is the one and only 
righteousness on account of which, and through whose merit, we are absolved 
from the guilt of our sins and obtain a right to (eternal) life.1 
 

We don’t become saints when certain holy people in positions of ecclesiastical power say we are.  
On the contrary, we are all saints at the moment of faith in what Jesus did for us on the cross when 
He died for our sin (John 10:11-18; Matt. 20:28; 26:28; Heb. 9:28; 13:12).   
 How are we supposed to respond to saints?  When we see they have needs, not wants, we 
are to move to alleviate those needs. The present active participle, contributing, is from a word we 
all know well: koinoneo.  According to Danker’s Greek lexicon, the word means . . .  
 

κοινωνέω (s. κοινός and cognates) fut. κοινωνήσω; 1 aor. ἐκοινώνησα; pf. 
κεκοινώνηκα (Aeschyl.+). 

                                                           
1 Robert Sleightholme Franks, “IMPUTATION,” ed. James Hastings, John A. Selbie, and Louis H. Gray, 

Encyclopædia of Religion and Ethics (Edinburgh; New York: T. & T. Clark; Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1908–1926), 181–182. 
 

https://ref.ly/logosres/encyreleth?ref=VolumePage.V+7%2c+p+181&off=11743
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① share, have a share 

ⓐ τινός in someth. (X., Rep. Lac. 1, 9, Mem. 2, 6, 23; Pla., Leg. 12 p. 947a; Diod S 5, 
49, 6 τοὺς τῶν μυστηρίων κοινωνήσαντας=those who participated in, i.e. were 
initiated into, the mysteries; 5, 68, 3 τῆς τροφῆς ταύτης; 15, 68, 1; 19, 4, 3; Herodian 
3, 10, 8; ins [Kl. T. 121 no. 32, 41]; pap; Pr 1:11; 3 Macc 2:31; Philo, Post. Cai. 160 al.; 
Jos., Ant. 4, 75, C. Ap. 2, 174; ὁ μιλίας ἢ ἑστίας Just., D. 47, 2; τραπέζης Orig., C. Cels. 
2, 21, 6 and 17; αἰσθήσεως Did., Gen. 149, 2.—B-D-F §169, 1; Rob. 509f) of human 
beings αἵματος καὶ σαρκός share in flesh and blood Hb 2:14 (ins fr. Commagene in 
IReisenKN, Humann-Puchstein p. 371, 46–47 [I B.C.] πᾶσιν ὅσοι φύσεως 
κοινωνοῦντες ἀνθρωπίνης). 

ⓑ τινί in someth. (Demosth., Prooem. 25, 2 [bracketed by Blass]; Plut., 1030 [Arat. 
8, 3]; Just., D. 35, 6; Tat. 19, 2; τῷ θανάτῳ Did., Gen. 148, 25; but Wsd 6:23 [s. 
JCampbell, JBL 51, ’32, 359] ‘associate with’ so NRSV; difft. REB). 
α. τοῖς πνευματικοῖς in spiritual blessings Ro 15:27. τοῖς τοῦ Χριστοῦ παθήμασιν 1 Pt 
4:13 (cp. Achilles Tat. 7, 2, 3 εἰς τὸ παθεῖν κοινωνία=fellowship in suffering). Of a 
martyr’s body: receive a part of, i.e. a part of the body as a ‘relic’ κ. τῷ ἁγίῳ σαρκίῳ 
MPol 17:1. 
β. To share, participate in the deeds of others means to be equally responsible for 
them ἁμαρτίαις ἀλλοτρίαις 1 Ti 5:22 (Artem. 3, 51 κ. τῶν ἁμαρτημάτων ἐκείνῳ; 
Ath., R. 21 p. 73, 27 [of the body] κ. τῇ ψυχῇ τῶν … πόνων). τοῖς ἔργοις αὐτοῦ τ. 
πονηροῖς 2J 11. 
γ. Participation in someth. can reach such a degree that one claims a part in it for 
oneself: take an interest in, share (Philostrat., Vi. Apoll. 5, 25; Pr 1:11) ταῖς χρείαις τῶν 
ἁγίων Ro 12:13. W. dat. of pers. and inf. foll. ἐκοινώνησεν ὁ Ἀρτέμων … Παύλῳ … 
ἐν χά[ριτι θεοῦ] δόξαι (error for δοξάσαι) τὸν κύριον A. joined Paul … in praising the 
Lord in God’s grace AcPl Ha 7, 22. The transition to the next mng. is easy. 

② give/contribute a share (Philo, Spec. Leg. 2, 107) w. dat. of pers. (cp. Demosth. 
25, 61; Appian, Bell. Civ. 1, 31 §139; Artem. 5 p. 252, 14; Sextus 350; Jos., C. Ap. 2, 
258; Just. A I, 14, 2) foll. by ἔν τινι give someone a share of someth. Gal 6:6. κοινωνήσεις 
ἐν πᾶσιν τῷ πλησίον σου B 19:8. Also τινὶ εἴς τι (cp. Pla., Rep. 453a; PLond V, 1794, 
7; TestZeb 3:1) οὐδεμία μοι ἐκκλησία ἐκοινώνησεν εἰς no congregation made me its 
partner in Phil 4:15. W. acc. of the pers. κοινωνῆσαί με τῇ ἁμαρτίᾳ σου make me an 
accomplice in your sin GJs 2:3 (s. deStrycker p. 306f).2 
 

Emphasis here should rightly be placed on the concept of sacrificial sharing.  The present tense 
nature of the verbal imperatival nuance informs us it is our responsibility to be constantly devoted 
to meeting needs of the saints by means of sharing what we have with them.   
 Living to help other believers, first and foremost, is a concept woven in many New 
Testament books:  

                                                           
2 William Arndt, Frederick W. Danker, and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other 

Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 552. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+552&off=5097
https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+552&off=5097
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14 But let our people, too, learn to devote themselves to good works to supply 
urgent needs, so that they may not be unproductive. (Tit. 3). 
 
10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and especially to 
those who are of the household of the faith. (Gal. 6). 
 
16 And do not neglect doing good and sharing; for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased (Heb. 13). 
 

The emphatic negative in Hebrews 13, verse 16 (emphasis is denoted by the stapling of a 
preposition to a verb), wedded to a present tense imperative, neglect (ἐπιλανθάνεσθε), forbids an act 
currently in progress.3 Ostensibly, this means saints in this setting were guilty of letting the needs 
of others saint escape their notice.  This should not be the case, as the divinely inspired author 
definitively states.  Saints should be known for paying attention to the needs of other saints, and, 
then, doing what needs to be done to fulfill those needs.   
 Sacrifical sharing is what made the New Testament church such so powerful as a witness 
of the love of Christ.  At times, their care went off the proverbial charts:  
 

45 they would sell their property and possessions and divide them among all 
according to each one's need (Acts 2). 
 

Unbelievable.  Makes you want to ask yourself: When’s the last time I became aware of another 
saint and I sold something in order to raise the funds to meet that need?  Have you ever done this? 
The fact a sale was made suggests the saints in question  didn’t have the cash available to help.  
So, they put the item or items up for sale to raise the much needed funds.  Today we’d put our 
items on Let Go, Facebook, or Insta Gram to get some quick cash.  Perhaps that’s an idea for you if 
you’re sitting there thinking, “I don’t have any extra money to help so and so.”  Sure you do.  How 
many TVs do you need? How many beds do you need now that the children are grown up and in 
college? And if you happen to have extra money laying around in your life, as many in our affluent 
area do, then you should be the first to step up to the plate when you see another saint struggling.  
You know the scenarios:  
 

• A single mom is constantly having trouble with her car and you and your wife 
have three.  

• A young family, which is barely making it from check to check, doesn’t have 
the money to fix their old water heater.  

•  A family plagued by medical bills have bare shelves in their pantry.   
• A young man would like to go the men’s retreat but he just doesn’t have the 

extra money.   
 

You know how you should respond, don’t you?  Your response should be swift and secret.  
Remember the words of Jesus:  
 

                                                           
3H. E. Dana and Julius R. Mantey, A Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament (Toronto: The Mamillan 

Company, 1955), 300.   
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1 Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; 
otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven. 2 When therefore 
you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, 
they have their reward in full. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing 4 that your alms may be in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will repay you (Matt. 6).   
 

Good, sound advice.  The wise saint gives and doesn’t draw attention to himself.  Is that you?  
 Why should we focus on meeting the needs of other Christians?  Because we are family.  
Because we are one body, and it is natural for a body to take care of itself, right? Regarding this, 
Paul is right on target in his letter to the selfish Corinthians:  
 

12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of 
the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit 
we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or 
free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body is not one member, 
but many (1 Cor. 12).  
 

Talk about a powerful motivation to meet the needs of other saints.  To see a need and meet it is 
what brothers and sisters, fathers and mothers, aunts, uncles, and cousins do by nature.  At least 
that is the healthy model.  When my grandfather, Dorsey, died in 1969 and my grandmother, Islare, 
put her arm around my twelve-year-old body after the funeral and said, “Marty, you are now my 
little man,” I knew what that meant.  It meant I’d be there to take care of her, and I did, and she 
shared all of my grandfather’s equipment and tools so I could take care of her home until I went 
to college.   

Sharing shows you love your family members.  John underscores this timeless truth in his 
first letter:  
 

17 But whoever has the world's goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes 
his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him (1 Jn. 3)?   
 

Yeah, how does God’s love abide in the heart of the stingy Christian?  The flipside is true without 
a doubt.  When you share with a brother or sister in Christ you, by definition, show that you love 
God and seek to emulate His love to others.   
 Why do we struggle with sacrificial sharing?   
 

• We wait for someone else to act.  
• We are jaded from helping because someone in our past took advantage of us.  
• We don’t think we have the capacity.   
• We don’t, well, you fill in the blank with your own excuses.   
 

What does our selfish, self-consumed society need to see but a bunch of fired up believers who 
love each other like no one else?  What happens when we do this?  Needs are meet, God stretches 
our faith, the body of Christ is built up and strengthened, depression and despondency are kept 
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at bay, rewards are stockpiled in heaven, God blesses (Psalm 40:1), and God, of course, get the 
glory.   
 So, what about it?  What are you going to do with this timeless command?  Here’s a prayer 
worth praying: “God help me this day to move from being selfish to being selfless, especially where 
saints are concerned.”  You pray and then go and perform.  It’s the path to maturity and radical, 
righteous living.  
 An eleventh command from Paul couldn’t be more instructive for our spiritual growth as 
transformed saints.   
 

 Be Radical When It Comes to Hospitality (Rom. 12:13) 
Two words (really three in Greek) put this command in perspective:  

 
13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality. 
 
13 ταῖς χρείαις τῶν ἁγίων κοινωνοῦντες, τὴν φιλοξενίαν διώκοντες. 
 

Both of the words Paul employs here to communicate this command are interesting and 
informative.  
 “Hospitality,”  is built from combining the word, friend (philos), with the word, stranger 
(xenos), thereby giving us a literal meaning of “love of strangers”  (φιλοξενία).  Regarding this 
noun, Danker offers this lexical analysis:  
 

φιλοξενία,ας,ἡ [φιλόξενος] ‘regard for one who comes from outside one’s group or 
on a visit’, in keeping with cultural tradition that the stranger or visitor is to be 
recognized as a guest (s. ξένος) and entitled to hospitality Ro 12:13; Hb 13:2. 
 

In its base form, then, biblical hospitality is concerned with showing care, concern, and friendship 
to people you might not even know, to virtual strangers.  Some struggle with being hospitable 
with people they know, let alone with folks they just met at church this morning.  Yikes. Hold 
that thought.  
 When Paul says, by way of command, we should be constantly practicing hospitality, 
which is denoted by the present participle (διώκοντες), he employs an interesting word: diokontes.   
Danker’s lexical options for this ancient word are most powerful:  
 

διώκω impf. ἐδίωκον; fut. διώξω (B-D-F §77); 1 aor. ἐδίωξα, pass. ἐδιώχθην; pf. 
pass. ptc. δεδιωγμένος (Hom.+) 
① to move rapidly and decisively toward an objective, hasten, run, press on 
(Il. 23, 344; Aeschyl., Sept. 91; X., An. 6, 5, 25; Hg 1:9; Is 13:14; Philo, Virt. 30 διώκουσι 
καὶ ἐπιτρέχουσιν) κατὰ σκοπόν toward the goal Phil 3:14; cp. vs. 12 (on the 
combination w. καταλαμβάνω cp. Hdt. 9, 58, 4; Lucian, Herm. 77; Sir 11:10; La 1:3 
v.l.). 
② to harass someone, esp. because of beliefs, persecute (OGI 532, 25) τινά 
someone (1 Macc 5:22; En 99:14; Jos., Ant. 12, 272; apolog.) Mt 5:11f, 44; 10:23; Lk 
11:49; 21:12; J 5:16; 15:20; Ac 7:52; 9:4f; 22:4, 7f; 26:11, 14f; Ro 12:14; 1 Cor 4:12; 15:9; 
Gal 1:13, 23; 4:29; Phil 3:6; Rv 12:13; AcPl Ha 11:17f; D 1:3; 16:4; B 20:2; Dg 7:5; ἐν 
θανάτῳ δ. persecute to death B 5:11. Pass. (Lucian, D. Mar. 9, 1) Mt 5:10 (=Pol. 2:3); 2 
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Cor 4:9; Gal 5:11; 6:12; 2 Ti 3:12; IMg 8:2; ITr 9:1; 1 Cl 4:13; 5:2; 6:2; 45:4; Dg 5:11, 17. 
Of plots against Joseph 1 Cl 4:9. 
③ to cause to run or set in motion, drive away, drive out (Od. 18, 409; Hdt. 9, 
77, 2a μέχρι Θεσσαλίης, 2b ἐκ τ. γῆς, 3; POxy 943, 5; BGU 954, 7–9 ὅπως διώξῃς 
ἀπʼ ἐμοῦ τ. δαίμονα [VI A.D.?, Christ.]; Cat. Cod. Astr. VIII/2 p. 174, 20); w. ἐκ Mt 
10:23 v.l. (cp. our ‘run someone out of town’); w. ἀπό 23:34 (δ. εἴς τι as Appian, Bell. 
Civ. 2, 14 §52). 
④ to follow in haste in order to find someth., run after, pursue 
ⓐ lit. μηδὲ διώξητε do not run after (them) Lk 17:23 (cp. X., Mem. 2, 8, 6; SIG 1168, 
112). 
ⓑ fig. pursue, strive for, seek after, aspire to someth. (Thu. 2, 63, 1 τιμάς; Pla., Gorg. 482e 
ἀλήθειαν; 60 + 61 [77 + 78], 26 πλούτους; Ael. Aristid. 29, 1 K.=40 p. 751 D.; Is 5:11; 
Hos 6:3; Sir 31:5; Philo, Somn. 1, 199 ἡδονὴν δ.; Jos., Ant. 6, 263 τὸ δίκαιον)  
δικαιοσύνην (Pr 15:9) uprightness Ro 9:30; 1 Ti 6:11; 2 Ti 2:22; 2 Cl 18:2. νόμον 
δικαιοσύνης Ro 9:31 (cp. 2 Esdr 9:4); hospitality 12:13. Pursue what makes for 
peace 14:19; cp. Hb 12:14.—OT citation: 1 Pt 3:11 (Ps 33:15); 1 Cl 22:5; cp. 2 Cl 
10:2.—Love 1 Cor 14:1; virtue (Maximus Tyr. 15, 7c) 2 Cl 10:1; what is good (Alex. 
Aphr., An. Mant. II/1 p. 155, 31 δ. τὸ καλόν) 1 Th 5:15.—διώκοντες ἀνταπόδομα in 
pursuit of recompense D 5:2 = B 20:2 (Is 1:23); cp. 2 Cl 20:4.—B. 700. DELG. M-M. TW. 
Sv.4 
 

Applied to the concept of hospitality it means Christians should be known for zealously pursuing 
others to be hospitable to them. Is that a picture of you?  When you spot strangers and/or visitors 
on a given Sunday, do you make a beeline to them to show them some northern Virginia 
hospitality?  Usually when I dismiss a service most folks make a beeline for the doors so they can 
get home and get on with their day.  That’s well and good, and quite understandable, but we 
should be committed to being hospitable.   
 What does it mean to be hospitable?  Glad you asked.   
 

• It means you don’t mind having people over for food and fellowship, even if you 
don’t know they at all or very well.  

• It means you are a friendly, welcoming person.  
• It means you do what you can to make guests feel at home among us.  
• It means you open your home up to a Life Group.  
• It means you show compassion to your gardener on a hot day by giving him 

something cool to drink.  
• It means you give your garbage pickup personal a box of sweets at Christmas 

as a way of saying thank you for their hard work.  
• It means you don’t mind missionaries staying with you.  
• It means you don’t mind letting a family stay with you until their escrow closes.  
• It means you act hospital when you have guests, which means you give them 

your best towels, fresh sheets not used ones, a WIFI password so they can surf 

                                                           
4William Arndt, Frederick W. Danker, and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 254. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+254&off=1341
https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+254&off=1341
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the net, you feed them what they like not what you like, you supply drinks they 
enjoy, you find out if they have food allergies, and so on and so forth.  Are you 
hospitable? Really? Or are you about as inhospitable as the Gobi Desert?  

• It means you give your guests your best, whatever that might be.  While in 
college, I sang with Azusa Pacific’s Male Chorale.  Several times a year we 
traveled and did concerts in other western states.  This meant, of course, that 
we also stayed in countless homes with our buddies.   
 
On one occasion, I stayed with by buddy with a lady who let us know right up 
front how wonderful the breakfast would be the next day.  “Oh, you’re going 
to love it.  We have slaughtered a pig and I have fresh sausage” she said beaming 
with excitement.  The next morning as I sat down at the table and started 
digging into the yummy waffle, she walked over and placed a plate of sausage 
on the table stacked in a pyramid form.  I took a couple of pieces, and with my 
first bite I knew I couldn’t swallow the mass of meat.  While she wasn’t 
looking, I took the sausage out of my mouth and placed it in a napkin on my 
lap.  I continued that drill until she came over to the table and say, “Wow, you 
boys are really eating up all of the sausage. I’ll go and make some more.” By that 
time, my napkin was bulging with beef.   
 
After breakfast, I took my napkin with me in the restroom so I could shave  I 
remember placing it on the counter, just left of the hot water faucet.  After I 
shaved, the lady in question took us back to the church to catch the bus.  Sitting 
on the bus and watching her drive away, we recounted our bizarre situation 
with the other 38 singers.  We were all laughing, but the laughing stopped 
abruptly when someone asked me, “Marty, man, what did you do with all that 
meat?”  It’s at that point I realized I had left it the lady’s bathroom.  Gulp.   
 

From this life lesson, get wise, please.  Serve your guests what is good.  
Why are we slow to show hospitality?  Let me count the reasons/excuses:  
 

• I don’t know them.  
• They look sketchy.  
• They look like introverts. What would we talk about?  
• I’m an introvert, hence it would be awkward for me to be hospitable.  
• I’m a hoarder and I wouldn’t want them to see my place.  
• I’m a clean-freak and wouldn’t want them messing things up.  
• I don’t have my lawn squared away and I wouldn’t want them to see it.  
• My wife doesn’t cook.  
• I don’t cook.  
• I don’t want their children on my furniture.  Been there done that.  During my 

first year at Dallas Seminary, my sister Marla and her husband, Steve, asked us 
to have some of their friends from Fort Worth over for dinner at our modest 
apartment.  We has just spent a whopping $275.00 on a new plaid couch and 
love seat.  I’ll never forget what happened after dinner.  The little boy, Jimmy, 
asked if he could be excused.  The parents agreed and off he went.  Within a 
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few minutes, I watched in utter dismay as he jumped on our new love seat like 
it was a trampoline.  As he jumped he screamed “Yippppeeeee.”  That’s when 
the father finally stepped in and said with an authoritative voice, “Jimmy, if you 
are going to jump on the nice furniture, at least take off your cowboy boots.” 
Hugh? We never had them back again. I never said I was perfect . . . only a work 
in progress like you.   

 
If you’ve been making excuses for not being a hospitable believer, the Lord wants you to drop your 
excuses today.  The question is clear: What will you do today to start being hospitable instead of 
inhospitable?  
 What are the benefits of being hospitable?  By serving others, you will be serving Christ 
(Matt. 25:4).  You will mature in your faith. You will encourage and build up others, and possibly 
make some new friends.  You will show others the love of Christ by embracing them.  And who 
knows, you might even entertain an angel or two.  As the author of Hebrews reminds us,   
 

1 Let love of the brethren continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it (Heb. 13).  
 

This is exactly what happened to Abraham and Sarah one day.  In the heat of the day, while he 
enjoyed to cool of the shade, Abraham looked up and saw three men traveling toward him.  He 
wasted no time bringing them into his tent and taking care of their needs. They, of course, turned 
out to be angels on a mission from God (Gen. 18).   
 What are you going to do when God sends three people your way?  Who knows who they 
might be, right? I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to have a bunch of angels walking up to 
me my first day and heaven and saying, “How come you never opened your home up to us?”   
 My door is open.  How about yours?  
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