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ome excuses are so blatantly wrong or illogical they immediately max out the proverbial 
baloney meter.  Here’s a living illustration from the pages of Reader’s Digest:   
 

Charles J. O’Byrne, the top aide to New York governor David Paterson, neglected 
to file tax returns for five years. “Neglected” is really the wrong word, says his 
lawyer: O’Byrne couldn’t pay his taxes. 
 
The lame excuse: He suffers from a medical condition called late-filing syndrome, 
which is caused by depression. And even though this depression did not stop him 
from being a highly functional professional or enjoying an active social life, it did 
seem to affect his ability to pay taxes—five years in a row. 
 
Did anyone buy it? Not the American Psychiatric Association. An APA 
representative told the New York Times that it doesn’t recognize late-filing 
syndrome as a psychiatric condition. You can’t opt out of paying taxes.1 
 

That’s a lame excuse, pure and simple.  It is funny (and sad) the lengths people will go to get out 
of trouble, as the timely article demonstrates.   
 Spiritually, the same principle holds true, especially where the gospel of Jesus Christ is 
concerned.  Consider this historical account of the Rich Man and Poor Man, Lazarus (Luke 16:19-
                                                           

1Andy Simmons, “18 Ridiculous Excuses People Have Used to Get Out of Trouble,” Reader’s Digest, accessed 
July 4, 2019, https://www.rd.com/funny/21-lame-excuses/. 
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27) as a proof text.  Both men died in close proximity to each other, but their destinies could not 
have been more different. The poor man was rich spiritually because he placed His faith in God, 
so he went to heaven, while the rich man was poor spiritually and he wound up on hell. Note the 
former rich man’s argument to Abraham across the vast chasm separating hell from heaven:  
 

27 And he said, 'Then I beg you, Father, that you send him to my father's house-- 
 28 for I have five brothers-- that he may warn them, lest they also come to this place 
of torment.' 
 

His argument, which is bald-faced excuse, is basically, “I had no idea a person could wind up in 
torment like this, so could you please send someone from the afterlife to warn the rest of my 
family?”  Abraham’s rebuttal is simple, stern, and sobering:    

 
 29 But Abraham said, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.' 30 
But he said, 'No, Father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they 
will repent!' 31 But he said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded if someone rises from the dead' (Luke 16).  
 

Translated:  “Your family has enough special revelation through the Old Testament Scriptures to 
make sure they by-pass eternal punishment and inherit heaven.”  Abraham’s words should stiffen 
anyone’s spine and cause him to sit up and take notice that you must come to God on His terms, 
which calls for faith in the Messiah, and not on your terms, which consists of whatever you devise.   
Excuses, therefore, as to why you might be potentially barred from heaven on judgment day just 
won’t fly in God’s courtroom.  Yet still people will try.   
 The Jews did in Paul’s day.   
 As they read the first eight chapters of Paul’s letter to the Roman church, which was 
composed of Jews and Gentiles, they understood that all sinners are justified in God’s courtroom 
by faith in Jesus death and resurrection.  If this was so, as Paul articulated, then, the Jews logically 
asked, “What about the nation of Israel? What about God calling them as His chosen people 
(Deut. 7; Ex. 19:6)? What about the Law of Moses He gave them?  Did the doctrine of justification 
by faith mean God was finished with Israel?”  
 Anticipating questions like this, because he had heard them many times before as he 
taught in Jewish synagogues all over the known world, Paul lovingly, patiently, and pointedly 
works his way through these and other questions Jews typically posed in relation to salvation 
being wedded to confessing Jesus as the divine Lord (Rom. 10:9-13).   
  
    

Jewish Questions Naturally Arose From Paul’s Teaching About The 
Gospel Of Jesus (Rom. 9-11) 

 
Paul methodically addresses questions which kept Jews from either following hard after Jesus, or 
caused them to reject Him as Savior and Messiah altogether.  A review of these would prove 
helpful as we introduce another one in this study:  
  

• Question #1: Does Israel’s spiritual failure and rejection of the Messiah nullify God’s 
national promises (Rom. 9:6-13)? 
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o Answer: No, because God sovereignly and unconditionally chose Israel.  
• Question #2:  Do God’s precise choices demonstrate He is unjust because He did not 

choose everyone (Rom. 9:14a)?  
o Answer: No, because His character pulsates with righteous purpose (Rom. 

9:15-18). Remember He did not chose every family member of the Patriarchs 
to compose His chosen people, just select ones.  In so doing, He blesses 
some . . . apart from their works, and does not bless others.  Yet in all of this 
sovereign choosing, God continued to work out His purpose for mankind.   

• Question #3: Since God chooses to bless or curse, how can He hold us accountable 
(Rom. 9:19-21)? 

o Answer, No, we freely act and God freely acts.    
• Question #4: If God is just, why does He react slowly to sin (Rom. 9:22-29)? 

o Answer #1: God Has His Purposes (Rom. 9:22-23). He has distinct purposes 
toward the lost and the saved, between non-Christians (v. 22) and non-
Christians (v. 23).  
Answer #2: God Has His Plans (Rom. 9:24-29). He has specific and strategic 
plans towards Gentiles (vv. 24-6) and Jews (vv. 27-29).   

• Question #5: What is the relation between God’s election and man’s free will (Rom. 9:30-10:21)?  
o Answer #1: The Gentiles Freely And Favorably Responded To God (Rom. 9:30 
o Answer #2: The Jews Freely And Unfavorably Responded To God (Rom. 9:31-10:13).   

 
Having just written eloquently about the need for all men, Jew and Gentile, to obtain salvation by 
confessing Jesus as the resurrected redeemer, Paul knew what question would naturally arise 
because he had fielded it before with Jewish crowds.   
 

Question #6: What If Jewish People Had No Idea Salvation Is Through 
Faith In Christ And Not Loyalty To The Law (Rom. 10:14-21)? 

 
Paul dismantles and dispatches this lame excuse in three logical movements in verses 14 through 
21.  With verses 14 through 15, the wise, insightful, and compassionate Apostle, gives his first 
argument as to why no Jew could ever say they had no clue about the way to God being based not 
on religious works but solely on faith and trust in Christ’s salvific work on Calvary.  In so many 
words, this is what he posits for our consideration:  
 

You (Jews) Have Heard About The Gospel (Rom. 10:14-21).  He develops this point by presenting 
four consecutive rhetorical questions introduced by the Greek adverbial interrogative, how (Πῶς).  
I might add they are placed at the head of each clausal point in order to emphatically drive home 
his point:   
 

14 How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not believed? And how 
shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear 
without a preacher?  15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is 
written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things!" 
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For those taking Greek among us at Dallas Theological Seminary, here is how the original text 
looks:  
 

14  Πῶς οὖν ἐπικαλέσονται, εἰς ὃν οὐκ ἐπίστευσαν; πῶς δὲ πιστεύσουσιν, οὗ οὐκ 
ἤκουσαν; πῶς δὲ ἀκούσουσι χωρὶς κηρύσσοντος; 15  Πῶς δὲ κηρύξουσιν, ἐὰν μὴ 
ἀποσταλῶσι; καθὼς γέγραπται· ὡς ὡραῖοι οἱ πόδες τῶν εὐαγγελιζομένων 
εἰρήνην, τῶν εὐαγγελιζομένων τὰ ἀγαθά (Rom. 10).  
 

The recitation of each of these interrogatives serves as a proverbial grammatical speed bump to 
arrest the attention of the reader, forcing them to consider what is being communicated.  These 
rhetorical questions up to verse 15b contain the Jewish argument for failing to embrace Jesus as 
their Messiah and Lord: “How can they confess Him as Lord if they have not believed in him? How 
can they believe in Him as Lord if they have not heard about him? How can they hear about him 
if they were not exposed to a preacher? How can a preacher herald this new news of the gospel 
unless God commissioned him?”  These points sound valid, but they are not when consider against 
the historical and biblical evidence.   
 As a side note, by starting each clause with the main verb of the previous clause, Paul 
demonstrates who this section holds together like a beautiful chain.  While the Jews typically 
used this type of daisy-chain reasoning to form an excuse as to why they rejected Jesus, on the 
positive side their argument/excuse, as Paul presents it, informs us as to the way a person secures 
salvation: One, a preacher/herald (the Greek word here, kerusso, κηρύσσω,  denotes a political or 
militaristic person who announced a victory), or divinely appointed herald, must be sent with the 
message of all messages.2 Two, a preacher/herald must proclaim the gospel message to the lost. 
Three, lost will learn about the person and work of the Lord Jesus. Four, they will, then, have the 
opportunity to receive or reject Him.  I hope we all, as followers of Jesus, realize the personal 
responsibility we all share in this divinely ordained process to reach out to the lost of this world.  
Unbelievers do not have the prospects of becoming believers until we realize we are on a mission 
from God, we do have a message of eternal salvation from God, and we must proclaim it.  Will 
you? Are you?   
 Now, back to the textual argument of Paul concerning Jewish excuses from pushing Christ 
away.  They argued, “Suppose a Christian herald never told us about the mission of the Messiah, 
Jesus, so we could confess Him as Lord and Savior. Surely (by way of implication) we could 
conclude, How could a wise, fair God bar us from heaven?”  This is nothing more than an invalid 
excuse.   
 Why is this argument invalid?  It’s invalid because God had sent (does send currently) 
preachers/heralds. This is Paul’s point in the last half of verse 15:  
 

Just as it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of 
good things!” 
 
 
 

                                                           
2Walter Bauer, William F. Arndt, and Wilbur Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other 

Early Christian Literature, ed. Frederick William Danker, 3rd ed. (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2000), 543-
544.   
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Paul’s quote here is from Isaiah 52, verse 7, which is promise to Jerusalem (Judah) that one day 
their Babylonian captivity would end with good news they could return to the land.  This, of 
course, occurred in 539 B.C.  The text, however, is, from Paul’s perspective much broader, 
denoting the coming of the Messiah to live and reign in Jerusalem during the millennial kingdom 
age.  That is good news for sure.  Concerning Him and His coming, Christian preachers/heralds, 
mostly converted Jews, had, in fact, joyously told Jews everywhere that the divine (Isa. 7:14; 9:6; 
Micah 5:2) Davidic king had come, died, rose again, and was coming to establish His kingdom as 
prophesied.   
 At Pentecost, which the Church was formed, Peter, a converted Jew, gave Jews, who had 
come to Jerusalem from all over the known world, the good news of the gospel.  His words could 
not have been clearer. After he waxed eloquent about how Jesus verified His messiahship by 
means of miraculous actions (Acts 2:22), and that His death and historical resurrection was all 
part of the Father’s carefully orchestrated redemptive plan (Acts 2:23-24), he adds these words,  
 

33 Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from 
the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both 
see and hear (Acts 2).  
 
38 And Peter said to them, "Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 2).   
 

If this sermonic content is not the gospel, I don’t know what is.  Peter’s words were the essence 
of the gospel, and this first post-resurrection sermon was delivered to thousands of Jews, by a Jew.  
How, then, could they say or think they had never heard about the gospel.  They had, which means 
their position was nothing more than a very bad excuse.   
 Are you listening?  The same excuse unbelieving Jews used in Paul’s day to keep from 
bowing before Christ in saving faith, is the same excuse being employed by millions of people 
today.  And it will be the same excuse many will use when they, like the rich man of Christ’s story, 
stand before God as the Judge.  Let me warn you, telling Jesus at that moment, “Lord, Lord, I 
simply had no idea you came to earth to die for my sins and that you were really raised from the 
dead on the third day.  I’m sorry, but I just never connected the dots that salvation from sin is 
based on placing my faith in your person and work.  Couldn’t you give me a break and show some 
grace?”  From what we know of Judgment Day from the lips of Jesus in Matthew 7, verses 20-23, 
He will instantly disregard lame excuses because He will have given people plenty of opportunity 
to respond to the revelation He made known to them about the gospel.  
 You have heard about the gospel, the good news of salvation, haven’t you?  
 

• Your mother told you as a child, but you’ve pushed it away as a teen.  
• Your husband told you after he became saved, but you thought he was just 

going through a religious phase.  
• You heard it as you listened to a pod cast by Pastor Charles Stanley, but you 

quickly turned the program off when he challenged you to make a faith 
commitment to Jesus.  

• You’ve heard it many times from my lips as I’ve preached, but you’ve 
manufactured all kinds of reasons why you did not want to believe, at least, not 
right at that moment . . . maybe later.  Note, you might not have a later. Los 
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Angeles Angels pitcher Tyler Skaggs went to bed recently in a hotel room like 
he always did.  Sometime during the night, God told him, “Your time on earth 
is up.”  He was 27 years-old.  I wonder . . . was he ready to stand before God?  

 
Are you ready? Or are you ready with a lame excuse as to why you didn’t believe?  
 Second, Paul demonstrates in verses 16 through 17 that unbelieving Jews were completely 
unjustified in thinking they had no clue about this gospel of justification by faith Paul spoke and 
prolifically wrote about.  His argument here is as forceful and candid as the latter one.  
 
 You (Jews) Willfully Choose To Reject The Gospel (Rom. 10:16-17).  The point here is quite clear:  
You can only reject what you know, and this is exactly what unbelieving Jews have done with 
God’s revelatory messages to them.  Paul validates his point by quoting again from the prophet 
Isaiah.   

 
16 But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has 
believed our message?" (Rom. 10:16 NIV). 
 
 16 However, they did not all heed the glad tidings; for Isaiah says, "LORD, who has 
believed our report?" (NAS) 
 

Here, Paul taps into Isaiah’s prophecy as detailed in Isaiah chapter 53, verse 1.  He grabs the 
attention of his readers first by employing the strong Greek adversative, but, alla (Ἀλλ᾽ οὐ πάντες 
ὑπήκουσαν τῷ εὐαγγελίῳ. Ἠσαΐας γὰρ λέγει· κύριε, τίς ἐπίστευσεν τῇ ἀκοῇ ἡμῶν).  By using this word 
at the head of the sentence, which the NAS unfortunately does not translate as powerfully, Paul 
laid the groundwork for what he was about to say was going to run counter to what one would 
expect.  God had given them revelation about his redemptive plan(s), and they had predominately 
rejected it out of hand.   
 Isaiah 53, as you probably know, is one of the greatest, most precise prophesies about the 
mission of the Messiah recorded in the Old Testament.  And since Isaiah chapters 40 through 66 
were probably written during the latter part of the prophet’s amazing ministry, it means these 
detailed words were probably uttered around 681 B.C., or some 676 years BEFORE THE BIRTH 
OF THE MESSIAH, JESUS!  Here in this prophecy Isaiah, by way of divine inspiration, tells us 
that the Messiah will come to earth and will bear our sin like a sacrificial lamb lead to slaughter.  

 
4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves 
esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through 
for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our 
well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep 
have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused 
the iniquity of us all To fall on Him. 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet 
He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a sheep 
that is silent before its shearers, So He did not open His mouth. 8 By oppression 
and judgment He was taken away; and as for His generation, who considered that 
He was cut off out of the land of the living, For the transgression of my people to 
whom the stroke was due? 9 His grave was assigned with wicked men, Yet He was 
with a rich man in His death, because He had done no violence, nor was there any 
deceit in His mouth. 10 But the LORD was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to 
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grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He 
will prolong His days, and the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand. 
11 As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; by His 
knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, as He will bear 
their iniquities. 12 Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, and He will 
divide the booty with the strong; Because He poured out Himself to death, and was 
numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and 
interceded for the transgressors (Isa. 53).   
 

What could have been, and what is clearer?  The Messiah would be our sin-substitute in order to 
allow Jew and Gentiles to be justified in God’s courtroom by faith in this redemptive plan.   
 But what did Isaiah say?  He lamented that the Jews had a historical record of arrogantly 
rejecting the voice of the prophets, even when that voice spoke most precisely about things which 
would transpire days, months, and years ahead.  This penchant for pushing back against God’s 
special revelation is recorded all through the works of the prophets.  At one point in his tough, 
trying ministry to a dying nation, Jeremiah cried these words as he spoke, by way of divine 
inspiration, for God:  
 

4 'Yet I sent you all My servants the prophets, again and again, saying, "Oh, do not 
do this abominable thing which I hate." 5 'But they did not listen or incline their 
ears to turn from their wickedness, so as not to burn sacrifices to other gods 
 (Jer. 44). 
 

The prophet Ezekiel echoes the lament of Jeremiah,  
 
5 Thus says the Lord God, 'This is Jerusalem; I have set her at the center of the 
nations, with lands around her. 6 But she has rebelled against My ordinances more 
wickedly than the nations and against My statutes more than the lands which 
surround her; for they have rejected My ordinances and have not walked in My 
statutes (Ezek. 5).   
 

Isaiah’s words were on target for all time.  Really, when did the Jews, en masse, embrace God’s 
revelatory words.  A remnant did, but not the nation at large.  Paul new this sad reality from 
firsthand experience in speaking in synagogues around the known world.  His experience from 
preaching and teaching in Corinth was no exception:  
 

4 And he was reasoning in the synagogue every Sabbath and trying to persuade 
Jews and Greeks. 5 But when Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul 
began devoting himself completely to the word, solemnly testifying to the Jews that 
Jesus was the Christ. 6 And when they resisted and blasphemed, he shook out his 
garments and said to them, "Your blood be upon your own heads! I am clean. From 
now on I shall go to the Gentiles" (Acts 18).   
 

The Jews had heard the gospel but they had willfully chosen to reject it outright.   
 Knowing this tragic national reality moves Paul to pause and make a positive point about 
how a person is saved by Christ’s gospel:  
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17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ (Rom. 10).   
 

As I just stated, the Jews had heard about the gospel (or what Paul calls here “the word of Christ) 
so that knowledge could have led to saving faith; however, they exercised their free will to reject 
what they heard about the Messiah’s person and work.  None of them, therefore, could honestly 
argue before God’s throne, “Lord, we had no idea you came and died for our sin and rose the third 
day from the grave to become the Savior of all those who come to you in faith.”  They had heard 
the message and chosen to willfully walk away from it for, I’m sure, a whole host of unviable 
reasons.   
 Is this you? Perhaps you, too, are guilty of hearing the gospel message and willfully walking 
away from it.  Perhaps you’re waiting for more evidence that God exists, or more proof the Bible 
is His holy word, or perhaps you will believe when you finally see that all Christians don’t live 
hypocritically, ever.  Let me be candid with you. Should you continue on this trajectory until you 
stand before the Almighty, you will not be able to argue, as I’ve stated, “Lord, I had no idea that 
salvation was by faith in your person and work.”  That excuse won’t fly because you willfully 
resisted this gospel throughout your life.  Far wiser, then, to hear the gospel and to permit that 
hearing to lead you to a saving faith at the nail scarred feet of Jesus.   
 With verses 18 through 21, Paul clinches his argument against the reasons why Jews 
typically reject Jesus and His glorious gospel by moving quickly and methodically through their 
ungrounded excuses.  We can couch his argument here in these personalized words:  
 
 Your (Jewish) Excuses For Rejecting Christ’s Gospel Don’t Hold Water (Rom. 10:18-21).  The first 
one we’ve heard before, but Paul goes back over it because, I’m sure, he had heard it so many times 
when engaging Jews.   
 Excuse #1: We Jews truly had no idea about Christ’s person and work (Rom. 10:18).  Uh-huh.   

 
18 But I say, surely they have never heard, have they?  
 
Rebuttal #1: Of course you’ve heard (Rom. 10:19).   
 
Indeed they have; "Their voice has gone out into all the earth, and their words to 
the ends of the world." 
 

Paul quotes here from the Psalter, namely, chapter 19, verse 4 As I’m sure you are well-aware, this 
Psalm is the proof-text for the teleological and cosmological arguments for the existence of God. 
The former says that where there is intricate design there is a designer, and the latter says that 
where there is a definite effect there must be a definite cause.   
 The syllogistic structure of the teleological argument is expressed in this form:  
 

1. Specified complexity (or irreducible complexity) has an intelligent designer.  
2. Life has specified complexity (or irreducible complexity).  
3. Hence, human life shows an intelligent Designer.  

 
This is all most logical. In scholastic circles it is known as the micro-biological or intelligent 
design argument for the existence of God.   
 The cosmological argument is structured in a similar fashion:  
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1. Everything that begins had a cause.  
2. The universe had a beginning.  
3. Therefore, the universe had a cause.  

This is the horizontal form of the argument.  The vertical form is most interesting and logical.  
 

1. Something exists (e.g. I do) 
2. Nothing cannot produce something.  
3. Therefore, something exists eternally and necessarily.  
4. I am not a necessary and eternal being (since I change).  
5. Therefore, both God (a Necessary Being) and I (a contingent being) exist.  

 
Again, this is just common sense, and this is basically what David is arguing in Psalm 19.  As he 
states, to paraphrase, “If you want to know if there is a personal God, then all you have to do is 
look up at the intricate wonder of the stars above your head.”  This is called general revelation 
from a theological perspective.  
 Why did Paul plug it in here in his rebuttal to Jewish arguments against Christ and his 
gospel? Good question. What Paul does is latch on to the motif that God speaks clearly to 
mankind.  Of course, He speaks by way of general revelation, and most definitely He speaks by 
way of special revelation, i.e., the Bible, or by means of those, like Peter and Paul, who proclaim 
the gospel His Son died for.  

Since you have, therefore, been exposed to this particular study consider yourself educated 
concerning the gospel of Christ.  You know now what that gospel is, which means you can never 
say, I had no clue what this Christian, Protestant gospel talk was all about.” You had heard it in 
this study. And, chances are pretty good you have heard it in a variety of other settings.  The 
problem is, you have heard the gospel story but you have not willing chosen to believe it to be true 
for yourself.  I pray you will not hold that position long for it will leave you with vacuous excuses 
when you stand before God one day. Far wiser to embrace that gospel and stand before Him as 
His forgiven child.   
 Excuse #2: We Jews did not understand God’s message (Rom. 10:19a).  Uh-huh. Sure.  Here is how 
Paul presents this most unbelievable, unfounded, and ungrounded truth:  

 
 19 But I say, surely Israel did not know, did they?  
 

In the original Greek text Paul’s words are most emphatic and forceful by placing the adversative, 
alla, at the head of the clause:  
 

ἀλλὰ λέγω, μὴ Ἰσραὴλ οὐκ ἔγνω; (Rom. 10:19 BGT) 
 

Let’s drill down into the essence of this excuse a little deeper.  The Jewish argument ran like this:  
“Paul, we might have heard the words of prophets and preachers but we really didn’t understand (or mentally grasp) 
what they were saying to us.  Surely, God can’t hold us accountable for being ignorant.”  Are you kidding me? 
This is your excuse for rejecting the Messiah? Paul’s rebuttal is as forceful as his last one.  
 Rebuttal #2: God told you repeatedly His gospel would go to Jews and Gentiles (Rom. 10:19b-21). 
When did God do this?  He did it thousands of years ago through the divinely inspired prophetic 
words of Moses.   
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At the first Moses says, "I will make you jealous by that which is not a nation, by a 
nation without understanding will I anger you."  
 

Paul quotes here from Deuteronomy 32, verse 21, which is part of Moses’s song to Israel.  This song 
is most unusual.  Toward the end of his life, Moses, who had been through many spiritual ups and 
downs with the nation as he led her out of Egyptian captivity, sang a prophetic song to them, a 
song which detailed God’s love for them and their propensity to walk away from him and serve 
false gods (Deut. 32:4-9, 19-27).  What is most interesting in this song/prophecy is verse 21 where 
God says that in the future He will set up an ironic reversal: Because Israel made Him jealous by 
serving false gods of the surrounding nations (the Gentiles), He will make them jealous by 
redeeming many from the Gentiles.  Interesting, isn’t it?  If the Gentiles who were not looking for 
God found God, surely the Jews who had ample spiritual light could find Him.   
 Paul’s point is well-taken:  All Jews should have KNOWN that God’s gospel, as Paul 
taught, would include Jews AND Gentiles.  The implication is clear: To say they did not know 
this gospel truth is nothing more than another lame excuse for rejecting the redemptive work of 
Christ.   
 Again, you must personalize this because so much is at stake.  God has given you ample 
evidence that He ontologically exists.  Moreland and Muehlhoff summarize the evidence in this 
excellent fashion:  
 

Ask your friend what he or she thinks are the odds that our universe, with all its 
perfectly balance variables, happened by chance. Take a pen and write the 
following number on a piece of paper or napkin: 1010(123).3 
 

The odds of our universe beginning by blind chance is 10 followed “by a billion billion zeroes 
repeated a billion billion times.”4 The logical conclusion is, then, the universe could not have 
started by mere chance. It did not start by chance. I started by the creative word of Christ (Col. 
1:16-17).  To say to God, then, “I didn’t know you existed, therefore how could I know you sent 
your Son to be my sin sacrifice and Savior,” would not, and will not hold water.   
 To the Jews who needed more evidence that God had prophesied concerning His 
redemptive plan long ago, Paul moved next to Isaiah, again:  

 
20 And Isaiah is very bold and says, "I was found by those who sought Me not, I 
became manifest to those who did not ask for Me." 
 

Paul’s quote is taken from Isaiah 65, verse 1.  Contextually, the verse applies to the remnant in 
ancient Israel who turned away from sin and toward God.  Paul takes this same motif and applies 
it to Gentiles where the gospel is concerned.  They who did not seek Him, found Him.  The one’s 
who said they sought Him, ironically, did not find Him.  Why? Because they did not like the gospel 
story the so-called Messiah, Jesus, gave them.   Hence, they opted to argue they were simply 
ignorant of His desire in the gospel to save Jews and Gentiles.  

 The Jews also opted to completely reject God’s gospel revelation, as they had rejected the 
words of the prophets many times before.  Paul validates this sad, tragic reality by quoting Isaiah 
65, verse 2:  

                                                           
3J. P. Moreland and Tim Muehlhoff, The God Conversation (Downers Grove: IVP Books, 2007), 145. 
 
4Ibid., 146.   
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 21 But as for Israel He says, "All the day long I have stretched out My hands to a 
disobedient and obstinate people" (Rom. 10). 
 

Historically, Paul says, God has reached out to you to save you, and you, as a Jew, have perpetually 
and willfully chosen to reject Him and His gospel of life and forgiveness. The same is certainly 
applicable to Gentiles as well. God gives you amply evidences to see sin your sin and turn to His 
Son in saving faith, but the choice to reject or receive the gospel message is completely your 
decision.  
 To say, therefore, on Judgment Day, you rejected His gospel because you just did not 
understand it will be the lamest, most illogical statement you could ever make.  You understand 
it, whether you are a Jew or a Gentile.  The question is whether you will, this day, drop the lame 
excuses and receive the eternal forgiveness which only comes to a person through a willing faith 
embrace of Christ’s gospel.   
 Last Tuesday I buried my uncle, Tony Sanchez, who was my mother’s late sister’s husband. 
He lived a long, meaningful life of 91 years and for that we are all grateful.  When the angels came 

for him on Wednesday morning, June 
19, he was ready to go.  How did he, an 
American from Spanish lineage get 
spiritually ready?  He attended a Billy 
Graham service in the San Francisco 
Bay area in the late 1970s with his wife, 
Roberta (who was a new believer at the 
time struggling with breast cancer). He 
walked into the coliseum a spiritually 
dead man. He came out a spiritually 
alive man because he, for the first time 
in his life, laid down his lame excuses 
for not embracing Christ’s gospel, and 
he willfully chose to place His faith in 
that Savior.  I’m sure right now he’s 

enjoying the fruits of that decision.   
 What about you? From what we learn from this intriguing passage the main idea cannot 
be missed: God holds us personally responsible for our faith reception or faulty rejection of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  What, then, are you going to do with the gospel?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


