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ometimes a Bible verse simply grabs your attention and leads you to ask a troubling question. 
Ever had that happen to you? You read a given verse and then take a deep gulp.  Romans 10, 
verse 21 is one of those verses, especially if you are a Jew:  

 
21 But as for Israel He says, “All the day long I have stretched out My hands to a 
disobedient and obstinate people” (Rom. 10).   
 

In verses 19 through 20, Paul just argued how God had moved from pursuing the historically 
disobedient Jews as His people, to focusing His divine attention on a people group abhorrent to 
the Jews: the Gentiles.  Logically, this made verse 21 most problematic.  In what way?  It caused 
Jews to ask a simple follow-up question: Since we have perpetually been an obstinate people does 
that mean God is through with us?  Has our sin cost us that special relationship where we are His 
chosen ones, His special priests (Ex. 19:6)?   
 This is what you encounter in Koranic teaching.  According to their so-called sixth century 
divinely inspired writing, the Jews disobeyed Allah/God by rewriting their holy books so that the 
Jews were God’s people through Abraham, while placing the Muslims beneath the Jews because 
they came from Ishmael.  It should be the other way around is their argument. Further, their book 
from heaven tells them the Jews altered key texts denoting the coming of Muhammad so they 
would not follow his supposed divinely ordered teachings.  The Jews, therefore, are a corrupting 
influence, or so goes the argument as we read in Surah 5:64, “As often as they light a fire for war, Allah 
extinguisheth it.  Their effort is for corruption in the land, and Allah loveth not corrupters.”  It is interesting how 
for thousands of year of textual transmission of the Hebrew text has changed very little.  If these 
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changes occurred, it is impossible to see how it occurred since we have ancient texts.  In any event, 
Islamic teaching is quite clear:  Allah/God is finished with Israel and is now working specifically 
with Muslims.   
 Is this true?  Has the sinful activity of Israel cost them a special standing as God’s chosen 
people (Deut. 7)?  Paul’s answer to this query starting in Romans 1 is the seventh definitive answer 
he supplies to Jews who struggled not just with God working with Gentiles, but with salvation 
being wedded to faith, not faith plus observance of the Law (and tradition).  As we have seen . . .  
 

Jewish Questions Naturally Arose From Paul’s Teaching About The 
Gospel Of Jesus (Rom. 9-11) 

 
Remember, God loves you so much he not only is listening to your questions, He stands ready to 
answer them, as He did with the Jews of Paul’s day through the apostle’s pen:  
  

• Question #1: Does Israel’s spiritual failure and rejection of the Messiah nullify God’s 
national promises (Rom. 9:6-13)? 

o Answer: No, because God sovereignly and unconditionally chose Israel.  
• Question #2:  Do God’s precise choices demonstrate He is unjust because He did not 

choose everyone (Rom. 9:14a)?  
o Answer: No, because His character pulsates with righteous purpose (Rom. 

9:15-18). Remember He did not chose every family member of the Patriarchs 
to compose His chosen people, just select ones.  In so doing, He blesses 
some . . . apart from their works, and does not bless others.  Yet in all of this 
sovereign choosing, God continued to work out His purpose for mankind.   

• Question #3: Since God chooses to bless or curse, how can He hold us accountable 
(Rom. 9:19-21)? 

o Answer, No, we freely act and God freely acts.    
• Question #4: If God is just, why does He react slowly to sin (Rom. 9:22-29)? 

o Answer #1: God Has His Purposes (Rom. 9:22-23). He has distinct purposes 
toward the lost and the saved, between non-Christians (v. 22) and non-
Christians (v. 23).  
Answer #2: God Has His Plans (Rom. 9:24-29). He has specific and strategic 
plans towards Gentiles (vv. 24-6) and Jews (vv. 27-29).   

• Question #5: What is the relation between God’s election and man’s free will (Rom. 9:30-10:21)?  
o Answer #1: The Gentiles Freely And Favorably Responded To God (Rom. 9:30). 
o Answer #2: The Jews Freely And Unfavorably Responded To God (Rom. 9:31-10:13).   

• Question #6: What If Jewish People Had No Idea Salvation Is Through Faith In Christ And Not 
Loyalty To The Law (Rom. 10:14-21)? 
 

Question #7: Has Israel’s historical pattern of sinful disobedience to God 
caused God to be finished with them as His people (Rom. 11:1-10)?   

 
In chapter 11, verses 1 through 10, Paul’s answer can be boiled down to one definitive statement:  
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Answer #7: Nothing Thwarts God’s Redemptive and Retributive Plans 
(Rom. 11:1-10).   
Put differently, what God has promised to Israel will not be abrogated by the sins of the majority 
of the people.  The same type of question was posed in Isaiah’s day by the sinful nation. Mark well 
God’s response:  
 

14 But Zion said, "The LORD has forsaken me, and the Lord has forgotten me." 
 15 "Can a woman forget her nursing child, and have no compassion on the son of 
her womb? Even these may forget, but I will not forget you. 16 "Behold, I have 
inscribed you on the palms of My hands; your walls are continually before Me. (Isa. 
49).  
 

During this problematic geopolitical and spiritual time, Israelites were feeling like God had 
abandoned them.  Isaiah’s reply informed them how utterly impossible that was from God’s 
perspective.  They were his children and their names were tattooed, as it were, on His divine palms 
(to employ anthropomorphic language of God who is spirit), hence He could not forsake them.  
This, however, did not mean, as Paul argues later that God could not and did not devise a different 
plan for His people. That providential plan is brought to light starting in verse 1 of chapter 11.   
 God Cleanses The Minority (Rom. 11:1-6). Put differently, God never promised that the entire 
nation, or every single Jew would be His redeemed people.  The sin of the Jews was, and would 
always be, met with divine justice and judgment; however, that did not mean God was not 
working with a believing remand within the nation.  This is Paul’s argument in the first six verses. 
Read it and enjoy it for it tells you much about the character of God.  He is holy, but His holiness 
is balance by His mercy and grace toward sinners who are repentant.   
 

1 I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! 
 
Paul employs words here in Greek which most definitively refute an idea or an assertion.  Couched 
differently, Paul forcefully says, in light of what he said about Israel’s sin in chapter 10, verse 21, 
there is no way God, who is not also working with Gentiles, has forgotten about Israel.  That will 
NEVER happen, despite what they or other people groups might think, or what other so-called 
holy books claim to teach as God’s voice.  This is Paul’s powerful response to a typical Jewish 
question.   
 With verses 1a through 7, Paul moves to give Jews, and Gentiles, the reality of God’s 
program with Jews.  His points here are pragmatic and revolve around two key concepts: One, the 
presence of saved Jews in the present demonstrates God is not finished with the nation, and two, 
Lord God has always worked with the faithful remnant within the nation, while leaving the 
majority of the unbelieving, unrepentant nation ripe for judgment. More on that in verses 8 
through 10.   
 Watch how Paul develops this simple answer to the emotionally charged question:  

 
 For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 
 

Paul’s argument is so simple a child can understand it. His words drip with sound, consistent 
logic: Since the living God redeemed me, a Jew, then that demonstrates, ipso facto, He is not finished with the Jewish 
nation.  You might need to read that one more time.  Paul is a living, breathing example that God 
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still loves Jews and has a plan for them. That plan, as he asserts was all based on His divine choice, 
not upon their action.  Paul is quite clear about this when he remarks:  
 

2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. 
 

Douglas Moo offers this keen insight in the import of this Pauline statement: “How could God 
reject a people whom he in a gracious act of choice had made his own? As Paul has made clear 
earlier in the letter (3:3–4), human sinfulness and disobedience cannot cancel his pledged word.”1 

True, the majority within the nation in Paul’s day, and even in our day, still resist following 
Jesus as the prophesied Messiah, but the fact God redeemed Paul shows He is still focused on 
Jews, but in reality His focus is on the one, not the many.  This, of course, leads us naturally to 
Paul’s next reality check about God’s dealings with the Israelite nation.  

Paul turns in verses 2b through 6 to demonstrate how God has always worked through a 
chosen minority within the larger Jewish cultus.  Put differently, God never intended, as I said, for 
every single Jew to be part of the chosen nation.  That status was dependent upon a person 
willfully choosing to come to God in repentant, believing faith in the Savior, Jesus (Rom. 2:28-29; 
3:21-26; 10:9-10).  To teach this divinely inspired remand concept, Paul quotes from the life of 
Elijah, one of Israel’s most ominous and powerful prophets of God:  

 
Or do you not know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah, how he 
pleads with God against Israel? 3 “Lord, THEY HAVE KILLED YOUR PROPHETS, THEY 

HAVE TORN DOWN YOUR ALTARS, AND I ALONE AM LEFT, AND THEY ARE SEEKING MY 

LIFE.” 4 But what is the divine response to him? “I HAVE KEPT for Myself SEVEN 

THOUSAND MEN WHO HAVE NOT BOWED THE KNEE TO BAAL.”  
 

Paul’s quotes here are from 1 Kings 19, verses 10 through 18 to prove that God has historically 
focused on a Jewish believing remnant.   
 Elijah was a prophet to the northern kingdom, comprised of ten Jewish tribes which had 
broken away from Israel in 930 B.C. under the iron-fisted, tax hungry rule of Rehoboam (1 Kings 
12).  Of the nineteen kings who ruled over the northern empire, all of them, to a man, were wicked.  
King Ahab and his Tyrian wife, Jezebel, epitomized the sinfully cancerous nature of these godless 
Jewish tribes.  They would not listen to the voice of the true prophet, Elijah, because they did not 
like what he had to say, so they surrounded themselves with 850 false prophets who would tell 
them what they wanted to hear, while permitting them to worship any so-called god they wanted 
(1 Kings 18:18-19).   
 After Elijah boldly took on these prophets on Mount Carmel in a contest to beat all 
contests between the true God and false gods, he fled for his life from the wrath of Jezebel after 
God defeated all of her false gods in a spectacular, definitive fashion (1 Kings 18:20-40; 19:1ff).  
While languishing in a cave near Mount Sinai, some 150 miles south of his altercation with 
Jezebel’s false gods, Elijah, a believing Jew, felt like he was probably the last faithful Jew who 
followed the living God.  At that low point in his life is when God lovingly came to him to let him 
know that He had 7,000 other Jewish believers in the nation who had not bowed their knees to 
the political/ spiritual pressure of wicked Queen Jezebel (1 Kings 19:18).   

                                                           
1 Douglas J. Moo, The Epistle to the Romans, The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, 

MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1996), 674. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nicnt66ro?ref=Bible.Ro11.2&off=640&ctx=r+for+God%E2%80%99s+choice.+%7EHow+could+God+reject
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 What did this ancient story prove?  It proved that God always had His divine eye on the 
hearts of the Jewish remnant which loved and followed Him.  According to Paul, the same still 
held true in his day as he wrote to the Roman church:  

 
5 In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant 
according to God’s gracious choice. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis 
of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.   
 

The logic, again, is sound and consistent: There was a believing remnant then, and there is a 
believing remnant now.  This reality, in and of itself, shows God is not through with the nation, 
but it does show His focus is on the minority of believers within the nation, and not upon the 
majority of Christ-rejectors.  This former group, as Paul teaches, is the true nation by God’s 
gracious choice.  Their position is not based upon anything they have do as Jews, but is secured 
solely on God’s unconditional grace shown toward them.  Put differently, because their position 
before God is based on His free grace, then, it is not based on their religious works tied to 
obedience to the Law and traditions.  Since this is so, then, it could not and cannot be taken from 
them.   
 Has God, therefore, cast off His ancient people? No.  The fact He is saving a remnant of 
Jews clearly demonstrates the nation, as God defines it, is alive and well.  Their sin did not abrogate 
His promises to Abraham to bless the world through the Jewish people (Gen. 12). I do not think 
our world currently has tapped into this memo.  With anti-Semitism growing, primarily because 
of its relationship to Islam, more and more people are being brainwashed into thinking God, if 
there is one, is anti-Jew because they are the world’s problem.  Such is not the case, as Paul teaches.  
They are the apple of His divine eye, and He is working to save a remnant, which will, in turn, 
form the nation which will rule and reign with the Messiah when He returns in glory (Zech. 12-
14).  More on this motif when we dig into Romans 11, verses 25 through 36.   
 As a current member of the body of Christ, by means of your personal faith in the person 
and work of Jesus Christ, you, too, need to remember several things: One, God is not finished with 
Israel and the Jews and has a definite kingdom/salvation plan for them.  Ostensibly, this means 
we should focus on them, as God does, seeking to reach them for Him; Two, our sin(s) does not 
abrogate or terminate God’s promises to redeem us and make us His special people called the 
Church either.  You will recall how Paul underscored this timeless truth in Romans 8, verses 35 
through 39:  
 

33 Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; 34 who 
is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, 
who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate 
us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 Just as it is written, “FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE 

BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE 

SLAUGHTERED.” 37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him 
who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 8).   
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Just as God will not abandon those Jews who turn to Him in faith, neither will He abandon you, 
as His child, when you sin.  He will convict you and call you onward and upward toward holiness 
however, you will always have been part of His remnant called the Church.   
 Moving from demonstrating how nothing can thwart God’s plan to redeem the Jewish 
nation, comprised of a remnant of believers in the Messiah, Paul switches from the positive to the 
negative starting in verse 7.  Whereas in the prior verses God demonstrates through Paul’s pen 
how He cleanses a Jewish remnant to form His people, now He brings a word of warning to the 
majority of Jews who felt they were God’s people based on their terms, not Gods.   
 God Cautions The Majority (Rom. 11:7-10).  The fact God will not permit the historical 
sinfulness of the Jewish people thwart His kingdom/redemptive plans by seeking and saving a 
minority does not mean He will look the other way regarding the majority.  Paul’s words here are 
most pointed and powerful to any Jew, or any person, who might wrongly conclude that sin will 
go unpunished:  
 

 7 What then? What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, but those who were 
chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened; 
 

What did Israel, as a nation, seek, which is only 
implied here by Paul? They sought, and still seek, as 
people do in all false religions outside of Christianity 
righteousness by means of faith plus perpetual, 
perfunctory obedience to the Law and to traditions 
they created beyond the Law.  This is a fool’s errand, 
however, something akin to hoping that at some 
time you will actually arrive at the body of water you 
seen glimmering on the distant desert horizon (I 
grew up in the desert of Southern California so I can 
definitely relate).  Righteousness and holiness is 
needed to secure God’s holy favor; however, we, as 
sinners are incapable of obtaining it no matter how hard we try.  As Paul argues in Galatians, to 
seek justification before God by means of adherence to the Law demands perfect obedience 
perpetually because God is perpetually perfect:  
 

210 For as many as are of the works of 
the Law are under a curse; for it is 
written, “CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO 

DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS 

WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, 
TO PERFORM THEM.” 11 Now that no 
one is justified by the Law before 
God is evident; for, “THE RIGHTEOUS 

MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” 12 
However, the Law is not of faith; on 
the contrary, “HE WHO PRACTICES 

THEM SHALL LIVE BY THEM.” 13 Christ 

                                                           
2  
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redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is 
written, “CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE”— 14 in order that in Christ 
Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive 
the promise of the Spirit through faith (Gal. 3).   

 
The righteousness Jews sought after in Paul’s day, and what they still seek after today through 
strict observance of the Torah and tradition, they will never realize because they, like all Gentiles, 
are born sinners in need of the Savior who alone lived that perfect life and died for our sins as the 
perfect sacrifice.  His work is, therefore, the work sinners must embrace, whether they are Jew or 
Gentile, in order to receive Christ’s positional and eternal holiness (1 Cor. 1:30).  The remnant, or 
the minority of Jews who do come to God on God’s redemptive terms are the ones who become 
part of His real nation.   
 To the rest who desire to come to God on their terms, their sin leads to divine hardening.  
The Greek word for harden is “poroo” ( πωρόω ).   Barclay elucidates its meaning and relevancy 

for the passages with this succinct observation:  
 
“The verb is poroun. The noun porosis will give us the 
meaning better. It is a medical word, and it means a 
callus. It was specially used for the callus which forms 
round the fracture when a bone is broken, the hard bone 
formation which helps to mend to mend the break. 
When a callus grows on any part of the body that part 
loses feeling. It becomes insensitive.” 3 
 
To this Walter Bauer, William F. Arndt, and Wilbur 

Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, adds,  
 

 πωρόω 1 aor. ἐπώρωσα; pf. πεπώρωκα J 12:40 v.l. Pass.: 1 aor. ἐπωρώθην; pf. 3 pl. 
πεπώρωνται Job 17:7, ptc. πεπωρωμένος (s. next entry; Hippocr., Aristot. et al.; Job 
17:7 [of eyes=become dim]) prim.: ‘harden, petrify’; in our lit. only fig., to cause 
someone to have difficulty in understanding or comprehending, harden, 
petrify, mostly of hearts τὴν καρδίαν τινός make dull/obtuse/blind, close the mind J 12:40 
(ἐπήρωσεν v.l.); pass. ἦν αὐτῶν ἡ καρδία πεπωρωμένη Mk 6:52; cp. 8:17; Hm 4, 2, 
1; 12, 4, 4.—Of νοήματα 2 Cor 3:14. Of persons themselves Ro 11:7.—Zahn on Ro, 
exc. III p. 618–20; Windisch on 2 Cor 3:14; KLSchmidt, D. Verstockung des 
Menschen durch Gott: TZ 1, ’45, 1–17.—DELG s.v. πῶρος. M-M. TW.4 

                                                           
3 William Barclay, The Letter to the Romans, 3rd ed. fully rev. & updated., The New Daily Study Bible (Louisville, 

KY; London: Westminster John Knox Press, 2002), 171. 
 
4Walter Bauer, William F. Arndt, and Wilbur Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament 

and Other Early Christian Literature, ed. Frederick William Danker, 3rd ed. (Chicago: The University of Chicago 
Press, 2000), 900.   

https://ref.ly/logosres/ndsb66ro?ref=Bible.Ro11.1-12&off=2286&ctx=d+the+knee+to+Baal.+%7ESo%2c+into+Jewish+thou
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjUmYHxzK3jAhVxU98KHVYGBd4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://boneandspine.com/interesting-names-for-common-calluses/&psig=AOvVaw0Oy6T_c-jYOXlX5yVjdmIv&ust=1562959712005875
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All of this is most ironic and sobering.  
Resistance to the biblical truth of the gospel 
will lead to a callous heart which can’t and 
won’t receive spiritual truth.  It will be as if 
your soul is soft wood which is now 
petrified and is as hard as stone. Yes, if you 
continually push back against God’s gospel, 
while opting for your own watered down 
and twisted gospel of redemption, if you 
willfully reject God’s plan of salvation 
Christ, His Son, died for, while holding 
tightly to your works-based system, or 
whatever system you devise to silence your sinful conscience, God will eventually blind you by 
the very thing you thought would give you spiritual sight and enlightenment.  Paul’s Old 
Testament quotes tell us this much:  

 
 8 just as it is written, “GOD GAVE THEM A SPIRIT OF STUPOR, EYES TO SEE NOT AND 

EARS TO HEAR NOT, DOWN TO THIS VERY DAY.” 
 

Paul draws this point from Isaiah chapter 29, verse 10.  In chapter 28, God castigates the twisted 
and compromised politicians and priests of the northern kingdom, Ephraim, for their failure to 
teach truth to the people, political and spiritual.  He also comes against them for opposing the 
prophetic words of given to them through the prophet Isaiah.  Since they did not like what he had 
to say, they mocked him and belittled him, saying he spoke to them as if they, of all people, were 
children (Isa. 28:9-10).  When we arrive at chapter 29, Isaiah turns and judges Jerusalem, viz., 
Ariel, for drawing near to God with their mouths, but, in reality, being far from Him in their hearts 
and actions (Isa. 28:13).  The result of this continual, historical track record of trashing the 
revelation of God was simple:  God put them in a spiritual stupor. He permitted them to have eyes 
to see truth, but the eyes would not perceive truth. They would have ears to hear truth, but it 
would be as if they were deaf.   
 You see this motif all through the gospels, especially where the Lord interacts with the 
Pharisees, the highly skilled and religious educated leaders of Israel.  After witnessing countless 
outright organic miracles by Jesus, in Matthew 12 they conclude, “This fellow does not cast out demons 
except by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons” (Matt. 12:24).  Shocking, isn’t it?  These religious Jews had 
enough spiritual training and education to guide them toward being able to identify Jesus as the 
true and prophesied Messiah, but their repeated unbelief cause them act as if they were blind and 
deaf to the things He did and said, leading them to conclude, to paraphrase, “He must be getting 
His power from the Devil.”  How sad.  How sobering.   
 Those Jews who pushed back against God’s gospel as build around the person and work 
of Jesus, the Christ, were, and are, dutifully warned:  Be spiritually obstinate enough and God will 
reward you with the inability to see and understand spiritual truth if you saw it with your eyes 
and heard it with your ears.  Disobedience to the voice of the Spirit, especially as it relates to the 
glorious gospel, leads all people, Jew and Gentile alike to a place no one wants to go, to a place 
where truth is falsity to you no matter who presents it to you . . . . even God Himself.  Are you 
guilty of this?  Perhaps for years who have run from God, put down His saints, mocked His 
emissaries, and laughed at His followers.  God is gracious and longsuffering, but He is also holy 
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and judgmental.  There will come the day when He says, “Enough,” and He will then leave you to 
your own devices so you sink into greater darkness.  Are you listening?  To the Jews who resisted 
the gospel Paul warned them they were not part of the true nation, and were really in a place of 
spiritual blindness.  His warning, of course, transcends all time, for Jews . . . and Gentiles . . . can, 
and do, still oppose that gospel with great ardor and passion.  Will you, therefore, listen to the 
warning?   
 Paul brings the warning to a whole new level with two more Old Testament quotes.  He 
probably did this in order to wake up those who thought they could spiritual see but could see 
not.   
 

 9 And David says, “Let their table become a snare and a trap, and a stumbling block 
and a retribution to them. 10 “Let their eyes be darkened to see not, and bend their 
backs forever.”  
 

What is this cryptic quote all about?   
 Verse 9 is borrowed from Psalm 69, verses 22 through 23, a passage which is typically 
referred to the Messiah, Jesus.  Contextually, the psalm speaks of the Psalmist’s feeling and 
thinking as he, as righteous man, is opposed perpetually be a people who thinks they are 
righteous, but are not. The prayer is for the food they feed on, let us say the Torah and the 
Prophets, to become a snare and a trap to them insofar as they know it but they do not obey it.  
The Psalmist, therefore, calls for the very thing they pride themselves in, viz.., love of tradition, 
obedience to the religious rules and regulations, would become a trap which would spring on 
them and bring judgment down upon them.  The psalmist also prays that God would cause them 
to become blind to His ways and weighed down by their sin, all because they failed to follow Him 
by faith.   

Christ’s denouncement of the arrogant, persecutory, and blind Pharisees in Matthew 23 is 
a case study in this sort of judgment.  Who can forget this bone-rattling words:  

 
13 But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you shut off the 
kingdom of heaven from men; for you do not enter in yourselves, nor do you allow 
those who are entering to go in. 14 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, 
because you devour widows' houses, even while for a pretense you make long 
prayers; therefore, you shall receive greater condemnation. 15 Woe to you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel about on sea and land to make one 
proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as 
yourselves. 16 "Woe to you, blind guides, who say, 'Whoever swears by the temple, 
that is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obligated.' 17 
You fools and blind men; which is more important, the gold, or the temple that 
sanctified the gold (Matt. 23). 
 

Studying religious truth and knowing religious truth does not make you a child of God.  You must 
believe that truth to be true for you.  If you don’t believe it, but just pride yourself in knowing it, 
then it will be that which will judge you one day.   
 Paul used this verse in this fashion for the Jews typically prided themselves in their 
heredity, pedigree, possession of the Torah, observance of rituals and so forth.  All of this did not 
make them children of God, or members of the true remnant of Israel.  Conversely, if they 
continued to resist following after Jesus, the Messiah, by faith, then this very religious/spiritual 
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pursuit based on the Torah would become their source of judgment, not freedom. Again, I say, 
how sobering.   
 Consider the following story as a case study for situational awareness of this Pauline truth  

Zvi, a converted Jew who writes for Israel My Glory 
magazine, tells how one day some young Hasidic Jewish boys from 
the local yeshiva (ultra-Orthodox religious school) appeared on his 
doorstep with a question. “We have been given a great operation to 
perform,” they said. “And what is your great operation?” he asked.  
They explained, “We are doing this without payment, and it is really 
a holy duty. Today we are examining the mezuzahs on all the 
doorposts in your neighborhood to see if they are kosher.” (A 
mezuzah is a small case containing the Shema [Deut. 6:4] and 
attached to the doorpost of a home. Its use is taken from 
Deuteronomy 6:9, ̀ And thou shalt write them [these words] upon the 
posts of thy house, and on thy gates.” 

Wondering how they would know whether the mezuzah on his house was kosher or not, 
Zvi asked them to explain themselves.  “Oh, we’ll just know,” they said. He then went on to ask 
them, “The most important thing is to know that your heart is kosher. Have you examined your 
heart lately?”  They were stunned by such a question, and didn’t know exactly how to respond.  
Zvi then continued to explain to them that the kissing of the mezuzah, as they were taught to do 
in order to please God and achieve holiness, was not found in the Torah, but was merely a part of 
traditional teaching.   

Frustrated, the Hasidic boys asked if Zvi would be willing to talk with their rabbi.  He 
agreed, and the rabbi came with the boys and another rabbi. He was obviously loaded for bear.   

Zvi stayed in the Old Testament showing them how God isn’t concerned with all of their 
Hasidic ritualistic observances where holiness is concerned. He took them to Ezekiel 18:30-32 and 
challenged them to get rid of the mezuzah’s and get a new heart by coming to God in faith in the 
Messiah, Jesus.  Do you think they converted right then and there? No way.  They argued a little 
more, then left in a huff.  Why did they depart like this?  Because, as Paul says, they are some of 
the hardened ones, and, they are a living illustration that the holy book they are devoted to will 
be the same one which will judge them for they have twisted it to teach that Jews (and ultimately 
Gentiles) can come to God based on faith coupled with their continual religious works.  

What about you?  Will your religious knowledge be that which judges you one day?  Will 
you be shocked?  Many will.  Why will they be shocked?  Why will some who thought they were 
in be out?  The answer is clear: sin.  As we have seen, sin cannot abrogate promises God has made, 
promises like He will have a holy nation called Israel, composed of a remnant of believing Jews.  
Sin, on the other hand, which is unrepented of can, and will, cause you to be judged by the very 
holy book you thought would protect you. It will be the foundation of your judgment because you 
failed to come to God on His terms which calls for faith in the person and work of His Son, Jesus, 
the Messiah.   

I think I hear the tune of an old hymn which is, in a way, calling your name right now:  
 

Out of my bondage, sorrow and night, Jesus I come; Jesus, I come.  
Into Thy freedom, gladness and light, Jesus I come to thee. 

Out of my sickness into They health,  
Out of my want and into Thy wealth,  
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Out of my sin and into Thyself, Jesus I come to Thee.5 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
5William T. Sleeper and George C. Stebbins, “Jesus I Come.”   


