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ave you committed in your mind the one sin you think is unforgivable?  Do you think, 
“There is no way God would ever forgive me for what I’ve done.  No way.” Is there a stain 
of dark sin upon your soul which, you believe, will cause you to be forever barred from 

His heaven and His desire to know and have a relationship with you?   
 

• Perhaps you’ve been hooked on a dark, debilitating, all-encompassing 
addiction which controls you.  

• Perhaps you, like one older lady I used to know, killed someone when you 
weren’t paying attention while driving your car.  

• Perhaps your family, like one I know in California, was/is known for its 
violence.  One couple in my last church, who were tied to this family, didn’t 
even want other worshippers to know who they were related to locally.  

• Perhaps you done things on a battlefield as a soldier who just can’t get out of 
your heart and head.   

• Perhaps you’ve said some terrible things toward the God Christians have told 
you about.   

 
For Israel, or for Jews in Paul’s day, the question was directly tied to their culpability in the death 
of Jesus (Acts 2:23).  Did this ultimate atrocity, therefore, mean God terminated them as His initial 
chosen people? In chapters nine through eleven of Romans Paul definitively laid this, and other 
correlative, questions to rest permanently.  His argument finds its climax in chapter 11, verses 25 
through 36 where he entertains the question he began with in chapter 9, verses 6 through 13.     

H 
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The Question: Does Israel’s Sinful Rejection Of The Messiah Lead To 
Divine Ejection? (Rom. 11:25-36).   
 
Paul’s answer started building to a climax with the last part of verse 24 when he excitedly hinted 
that if the unbelief of Israel were to abate, then God would quickly re-graft them back into the 
olive tree representing the nation wedded to the godly patriarchs and God Himself.  Starting with 
verse 25, Paul excitedly and astutely moves to bring great clarity to this particular answer. His 
words will, as you will see, reflect the meaning of the lyrics to the old hymn Grace Greater Than Our 
Sin,  
 

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, 
grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt! 
Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured, 

there where the blood of the Lamb was spilt. 
Grace, grace, God's grace, 

grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 
grace, grace, God's grace, 

grace that is greater than all our sin!1 
 
Those just might be words you need sung over your sordid, sinful life.  As God has a redemptive 
plan for His first chosen people, He also has a plan for you.  
 

The Answer: God’s Will Get The Glory For Showing Mercy To Israel 
(Rom. 11:25-36).   
 
As they say in homiletics, or preaching technique classes, this is the main idea of the passage before 
us.  This is the concept Paul wants to drive home to your heart and your head, whether you are a 
Jew or a Gentile.  God is holy, but His holiness, which moves Him to also be the Judge of sin and 
sinners, is also balanced by His rich, eternal, abiding mercy.  That mercy, coupled with the fact 
that God must, by definition of His perfect character, remain loyal to His spoken word to people 
like Israel, motivates Him to move from disciplining His chosen people to re-instating them to a 
place of blessing and prominence in due time.   
 Since Paul has argued this entire section like an attorney in a courtroom, we are not 
shocked his methodical rhetorical skills shine brightly as he drives his final point(s) home.  To 
enable us to appreciate the depth of his answer to the question behind this entire section, Paul 
packages and develops his answer in a four-fold, easy to follow format.   
 
 The Premise: Israel Will Be Saved (Rom. 11:25-27).  Many in our culture today need to wrap 
their anti-Semitic minds around Paul’s words here for they are drinking from the carnal cup of the 
Adversary.  Watch closely how the master rabbi builds and proves his case:  
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1Don Moen, Grace Greater Than Our Sin.   
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25 For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so that you 
will not be wise in your own estimation—that a partial hardening has happened 
to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; 26 and so all Israel will be 
saved; just as it is written, “THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL 

REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.”  
 
The opening connective for, gar (γὰρ) serves to state the result of what Paul just taught about the 
re-grafting of Israel back into the tree representing them as God’s nation/people. Since it is 
proceeded, in Greek, by the negative particle, ou, (Οὐ γὰρ θέλω ὑμᾶς ἀγνοεῖν) this means Paul 
emphatically wants all people not to be completely ignorant about God’s future plans with the 
nation of Israel. And, yes, Paul speaks openly about the nation here, not the Church. There is 
absolutely no room here for thinking the Church has replaced Israel.  On the contrary, he wants 
everyone, especially believers, i.e., brothers (ἀδελφοί ), to know what God will do with the nation 
in the near future.  He offers this teaching to, on the flipside, assure that no believer is wise in their 
own estimation of how they view Israel.  Put differently, he does not want believers to pridefully 
think God is somehow finished with the Jews because of their rejection of Jesus, the Christ.   
 What Paul wants us to understand in more detail is what he calls “this mystery.”  What 
mystery?  The mystery revolves around the ultimate restoration of the Israelite nation to a favored 
position with God.  More specifically, this mystery is about the timing of God’s re-grafting of the 
nation back in to the olive tree they were once part of as His people.  Currently, Israel’s years of 
pushing back against the prophets of God . . .while embracing false prophets (Jer. 35:15; Ezek.13:16;  
22;28). . .has forced Him to harden them to His ways (Isa. 6:9-10; 29:10; 2 Cor. 3:12-16 As Paul 
teaches in 2 Corinthians 3:13-16, a divinely ordered veil covers their eyes causing them to love the 
old covenant, while making it difficult for them to appreciate the new covenant the Messiah died 
to set into motion.  Such is the nature of willful sin.  You pursue it long enough and it will harden 
your heart, making it difficult for you to hear God and to know the difference between truth and 
error.   
 But what is most interesting and exciting is the little preposition, until, achri (ἄχρι), 
introduces a temporal clause.  To put it differently, this preposition informs us that Israel’s 
hardness has a termination day, a day when it goes away forever, a day when they repent and turn 
to God.  When is that day?  Paul says it will occur in chronological order, starting with what he 
calls “the fullness of the Gentiles has come in” (Rom. 11:25b).  What does this phrase mean?  I think the 
concept of fullness is intrinsically wedded to the meaning of the verb, has come in.  Concerning this 
verb, MacArthur is right on target:  
 

Has come in is from eiserchomai, a verb Jesus frequently used. He used it of entering 
the kingdom of heaven/Go (Matt. 5:20; Mark 9:47; John 3:5; cf. Acts 14:22) and of 
entering eternal life (Mark 9:43, 45), both of which refer to receiving salvation.  
Israel’s unbelief will last only until the complete number of the Gentiles chosen by 
God have come to salvation.2 
 

Based on this, the emphasis upon the fullness concept is all about quantity, which, in turn, is built 
upon God’s elective redemptive choice.  He knows, in this Church Age, just how many Gentiles 
will be saved, and when the last one is saved, this will trigger God returning to deal specifically 
with Israel so they can ultimately be redeemed and re-instated as His initial chosen people.  Talk 

                                                           
2John MacArthur, Romans 9-16 (Chicago: Moody Press, 1994), 127.    
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about motivation for sharing the gospel of Christ.  This is it.  The ultra-orthodox Jews understand 
this concept, albeit in an erroneous fashion. I had one stop me after I pulled away from praying at 
the Western Wailing and ask me, “Are you a Jew?”  When I said, “No,” he quickly walked to the 
next man with the same question.  What do they believe?  They believe that when the last Jew 
comes back to Judaism, or their version of it, then the Messiah will appear.  Interesting.  They have 
God’s truth to a degree but they’ve twisted it somewhat.  God’s eye, on the contrary, is on the final 
Gentile to trust in Jesus as the Messiah. Once that occurs, then, God’s redemptive/kingdom 
program with Israel is set in motion to be fulfilled. 
 As a side note we must ask, “When will the final Gentile be saved?”  I think it will be right 
before the Lord raptures His Church from the world prior to the seven-year tribulation (1 Thess. 
4:13-18).  This will commence Daniel’s 70th prophetic week (Dan. 9:24-27), which is seven years,  
wherein God will return to deal specifically with Israel (Jer. 30:7), which was the focus of the 
other sixty-nine weeks . . . or 483 years, and the godless, vile, and violent Gentiles.    
 What are you doing to move God’s kingdom program along to its final destination?  Are 
you sharing your faith? When’s the last time you led someone to a saving knowledge of Jesus, the 
Christ?  How awesome to think that the next one to be saved might just trigger then events Paul 
speaks about here.  And what is that specifically?  After the final Gentile is redeemed, God, then, 
moves to save the nation of Israel.   
 

26 and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from 
Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob” (Rom. 11).   
 

Please note the chronological cause/effect relationship expressed here by Paul. Immediately 
following the salvation of the last elect Gentile in the Church Age the door closes on this divinely 
ordered time period, and God moves right into the Tribulation period wherein He will discipline 
the nation for their spiritual obstinacy, while also moving to redeem the elect remnant.  
 How this occurs is revealed by comparing Scripture with Scripture.  We know from John’s 
writing in Revelation 7 that the tribulation begins with God specifically sealing 144,000 converted 
Jews, 12,000 from each tribe, to be His invincible witnesses in this period of horrific judgment. 
We know they are invincible because their number is not diminished when they stand with 
Christ on Mount Zion toward the end of this judgment period (Rev. 14:1-5).   We also know God 
sends two powerful prophetic Jewish witnesses to prophesy against the Anti-christ and his 
people for the first 3 ½ years of the tribulation.3  Combined these Jews will lead many Gentiles, 
along with countless Jews to the Christ in saving faith.  Their work will culminate in the glorious 
arrival of Jesus at the end of the tribulation in an event theological labeled as the Second Coming.  
This is what Paul is talking about, specifically, in Romans 11, verse 26, when he quotes from Isaiah 
59, verses 20-21.   
 The Old Testament prophesies elsewhere of the final redemption of the nation of Israel.  In 
fact, there are too many verses to present and exegete in one study.  Here are some of the key texts 
if you are interested in digging into them (Jer. 3:17-20; 31:31-37; 32:37-41; 33:24-26; Ezek. 34:22-36; 
37:21-28; 39:25-29; 40:1; Joel 3:16-21; Zeph. 3:8-13).  One extremely pivotal text in Zechariah 12, 
verse 10.  Here, the prophet details what happens when Jesus, THE Deliverer, returns to earth 
when Israel’s enemies are attempting to wipe them out at the close of the tribulation:  
 

                                                           
3Gary Cohen, Understanding Revelation (Chicago: Moody Press, 1978).   He provides an excellent argument for 

the chronological structure of Revelation, coupled with great biblical evidence of where to place the chapters within 
the seven-year time of judgment.  
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10 I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit 
of mercy and supplication, so that when they look on him whom they have thrust 
through, they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and they will 
grieve for him as one grieves over a firstborn (Zech. 12).   
 

Israel’s national mourning over their sin will be met with Christ’s provision for their sin: 
 

1 On that day a fountain will be opened for the house of David and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, to purify from sin and uncleanness (Zech. 13).  
 

Zechariah goes on to explain how Jesus will drive wickedness from them and completely heal 
them of their penchant for idolatry and desire to listen to false prophetic voices.  From now on, 
they, the redeemed nation will listen to and follow after only God.  This is what Paul speaks about 
in Romans 11, verse 26.  He waxed eloquent about the day the nation, comprised of only those 
Jews who do, in fact, turn to Christ in faith come to realize who He is.   
 This day of Israel’s salvation is, as Paul says, not his idea, but God’s. He says this much 
when he quotes from Isaiah 29, verse 9 in Romans 11, verse 27:  
 

And this is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins (Rom. 11). 
 
Yes, it was God’s covenant, His divine, and I might add, unconditional “deal,” to save His people, 
His nation after a period of discipline and judgment.  This is how Paul knows that God is not 
finished with the Jews.  The entire Old Testament ebbs and flows with God’s heartbeat of love for 
their eventual salvation, and that salvation is yet on the imminent horizon.   
 
 The Plan: God Will Show Mercy To Jew And Gentile (Rom. 11:28-32).  Here Paul digs into how 
God has, throughout the ages, set up this intricate, unimaginable plan of redemption:  

 
28 In respect to the gospel, they are enemies on your account; but in respect to 
election, they are beloved because of the patriarchs. 29 For the gifts and the call of 
God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you once disobeyed God but have now received 
mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they have now disobeyed in order that, 
by virtue of the mercy shown to you, they too may [now] receive mercy. 32 For God 
delivered all to disobedience, that he might have mercy upon all (Rom. 11).   
 

Because the Jews rejected the Messiah and His gospel of forgiveness and eternal life, they were, 
and are, seen as enemies of God.  However, that status could not ever be perpetual because from 
the perspective of God’s love of their patriarchs and their possession of His unconditional 
Abrahamic covenant (Gen. 12; 15), coupled with His merciful character and His inability to go 
against what He had promised them in that covenant, He must, He will show them mercy by 
saving them as a nation.  Verse 29 underscores the truth that what God promises anyone He will 
be sure to fulfill, no matter what happens in their life, corporately or individually.  
 Ironically, their disbelief in Jesus led to belief in the lives of many Gentiles, like you and 
me, who formerly had no clue about His redemptive work.  The mercy we, as Gentiles have 
received from God, in turn, has, interestingly enough, been used to make them jealous and cause 
them to eventually turn and receive that same divine mercy as a nation when Christ appears for 
them. Truly, none of us are worthy of the mercy of God that works in the lives of sinners, whether 
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they be Jew or Gentile. None of us have worked our way into His good graces.  None of us has 
earned our spot in His family or in His heaven.  No, redemption rests solely upon Christ’s eternal 
desire to mercifully redeem those Gentiles and Jews who come to Him on His terms. All of this 
majesty and magnificent makes me want to sing the words of the old hymn At Calvary:  
 

Years I spent in vanity 
and pride caring not my Lord was crucified 

Knowing not it was for me 
He died on Calvary 

Mercy there was great 
And grace was free 

Pardon there was multiplied to me 
There my Burdened soul found liberty 

At Calvary 
By Gods words at least 

My sin I learned 
Then I tremble at the 

Law I'd spurned 
Then my guilty soul 

Imploring turned 
To Calvary 

O the love that drew salvation's plan 
O the grace that brought 

It Down to man 
O the mighty gulf 

That God did span 
At Calvary.4 

 
Mercy.  It’s what Jesus shows to Jew and Gentile in this Church Age who realize they are saved, 
not by merit, but by His rich, royal, redemptive mercy.  It’s the same trait which will one day save 
the nation He, God, first set His love on.  
 The question today is quite clear: Are you, the sinner, ready to accept His mercy for your 
life?  He waits now to be your Deliverer, but you must make the first step. All this intricate, 
complex, out-of-the-box thinking and plan of God to save people to populate His Church and to 
save His nation, Israel, moves Paul to passionately proclaim . . .  
 
 The Praise: God Should And Will Get The Glory (Rom.  11:33-36).  Yes, when you realize, when you 
finally comprehend your sin and what God has done in history to redeem you and to redeem His 
chosen people, how can you not be moved to offering Him a moving, memorable, heartfelt 
doxology?  Paul gives God the rightful praise most powerfully. He concludes his thoughts fist with 
two definitive statements:  
 

33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How inscrutable 
are his judgments and how unsearchable his ways!  
 

                                                           
4William R. Newell, At Calvary (1895).    
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What is wisdom but the ability to know what to do in any given complex, trying situation.  God’s 
wealth in this regard in unlimited.  Whether it was the messianic line almost being wiped out 
when Cain killed Abel, or when the Messiah was crucified, God’s wisdom always guides Him on 
how to reach the best end.  And knowledge?  God’s mind is perfect. God’s knowledge shows Him 
immediately what the end product needs to be, and, this, in turn, aides His wisdom so He always 
makes the best and perfect choices so His goals are never thwarted.  All of this, of course, moves 
Paul to talk about the perfection of all of God’s judgments, whether they be of Israel for their years 
of sinful living, or what He has to do to you when you sin as His children, He never makes a 
mistake, and He always guides all life events to ends which will bring Him glory.   
 And you worry?  And you have questions? And you’re fearful of the future? Why?  
 Thinking about how God has worked throughout history to justify sinners by faith in the 
Messiah, Jesus, causes Paul to pose a few rhetorical questions which have to be answered in the 
negative in a definitive fashion.  

 
34 For who has known the mind of the Lord or who has been his counselor? 35 Or 
who has given him anything that he may be repaid?  
 

Yes, who has known God’s mind when Israel wasted no time sinning with the golden calf while 
Moses was with God on top of Sinai? Who knows God’s mind regarding why He didn’t just have 
the Jews walk straight into the land of promise instead of making them enter from the east bank 
of the Jordan, which happened to be at flood tide?  Who, but God with a perfect mind, can 
understand how predestination, election, and free-will dovetail perfectly together? Moreover, 
Who did God need to confide in when Athaliah almost wiped out the messianic, Davidic lineage 
(2 Kings 11)? Whose opinion did He need to secure regarding how to respond to the Jews when 
they rejected the outright miracles of His Son?  Who ever gave Him anything since He possesses 
all things?  Who is He a debtor to?  No one. His reasons and methods of operations are far beyond 
anything we, as finite beings, can every understand.   
 All of this is why Paul says what he says with this concluding cry from his heart:  
 

36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be glory forever. 
Amen (Rom. 11).   
 

At the end of the day, the content of this verse should be the first words on our lips:  He created 
all things and we, as His people, should only live to give Him the glory for what He does in our 
lives.  We should glorify Him because He saved us by faith.  We should glorify Him for the fact 
that one day, apart from all of the Jewish hatred going around today, He will redeem His people.  
Oh, what a day that will be for that will be the day the millennial kingdom of the Messiah begins 
in earnest.   
 Give Him glory.  It is due His name.   

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 


