
INOVA Blood Donor Services COVID-19 Statement 

 

At Inova Blood Donor Services, safety is our top priority. Safety of blood donors, blood 

recipients, the blood supply and the environment where donors give and employees work. 

Additional sanitizing steps have been added to the already rigorous cleaning process. Only 

healthy staff essential to collecting, processing and distributing blood are working onsite at this 

time. America’s Blood Centers has stated that a blood drive is not considered a mass gathering or 

an event. Blood drives do not fall into that category and adhere to guidelines as being a safe 

place. To keep the gathering small, we have asked donors to show up to the drive at their 
scheduled appointment time (Not earlier and not later) and only donors with an appointment 
will be accepted. Donors will be spaced in accordance with social distancing guidelines, 
sanitizing solution will be available and even more attention is given to disinfecting surfaces 
and equipment. 
  
  

Individuals are not at risk of contracting COVID-19 from donating blood. COVID-19 also 

continues to pose no known risk to patients receiving blood transfusions, with no reported 

cases of transfusion transmission of this virus.  Donating blood is a safe process and people 

should not hesitate to give or receive blood. The need for blood is constant, and volunteer donors 

are the only source of blood for those in need of transfusions. It’s important to emphasize that 

there is NO data or evidence that COVID-19 can be transmitted by blood transfusion, and there 

have been no reported cases of transmissions for any respiratory virus, including this 

coronavirus, According to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), there have been no 

reported or suspected cases of transfusion-transmitted COVID-19. Individuals are not at risk of 

contracting COVID-19 through the blood donation process or via a blood transfusion. 

IBDS strongly encourages all healthy individuals and sponsors of blood drives 

to schedule appointments and keep commitments to donate blood and to help 

maintain a sufficient blood supply and avoid any potential shortages.   

Nationally, blood centers have seen more than 4,000 blood drives cancelled, resulting in some 

130,000 fewer blood donations due to coronavirus concerns. Inova Blood Donor Services is 

seeing this impact locally, reporting that more than 50 blood drives have been cancelled in the 

past week due to COVID-19. That number equates to more than 900 units that Inova Blood 

Donor Services will no longer have available for our local patients. EVERY DAY, the Inova 

Blood Donor Services must collect nearly 250 blood donations for patients who rely on blood to 

survive. 

Increased donations are needed as blood centers prepare for possible impacts on blood donation 

collections as a result of any COVID-19 travel restrictions and grapple with the ongoing impact 

of the flu season. The support of new and current blood donors is critical to maintaining an 

adequate blood supply for the patients that reply on the generosity of donors every day. 

 Please take into consideration the ripple effect on the community if blood is not available for 

patients in need. 
 

https://americasblood.org/for-donors/find-a-blood-center/

