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Burke Community Church 

Council of Elders Meeting Minutes 

October 7, 2019, 6:30 p.m. 

Discussion Leader: Richard Dick 

 

Attendees: 

Ben Allen (Elder), Bob Ashton (Elder), Richard Dick (Elder), George Lare (Elder), Dave 

McKernan (Elder), Paul Schmidt (Elder) 

The meeting opened with prayer at 6:45 p.m. 

 

I. Business 

 

Discussion Lead Topic 

Council Approve minutes of September 21, 2019 elder 

meeting 

Paul Schmidt Review status of DTS discussions 

Pastor Marty, Dave 

McKernan 

Review 2020 budget deliberations 

Richard Dick Elder Nominating Committee update 

Council Plan for November congregational meeting 

Council Plan for Pastor Appreciation Month 

Bob Ashton Wording of membership application re: baptism 

George Lare Elder shepherding assignments 

Pastor Marty Staff update 

 

II. Meeting Notes 

 

a. Minutes.  Elders approved the minutes of the September 9, 2019 Council of Elders 

meeting but agreed to postpone consideration of the September 9 executive session 

minutes pending rewrite of the discussion of staff departures.  

 

b. Dallas Theological Seminary (DTS) discussion. The Council discussed this item in 

Executive Session.   

 

c. Budget review. The Council discussed this item in Executive Session.   

 

d. Elder shepherding assignments. George Lare informed the Council that Mary Ann 

Compher had successfully resolved the incompatibilities between Microsoft EXCEL and 

the current BCC member database. George delivered hard copies of the reconciled lists 

and agreed to provide soft copies as well. The Council commended Mary Ann for her 

expertise and timely assistance.  
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e. ENC. Richard Dick briefed the Council that all current members of the ENC had agreed 

to allow themselves to be nominated for the 2020 ENC at the November 2019 

Congregational Meeting.  

 

f. Congregational meeting. Bob Ashton agreed to assemble the slides for the November 

Congregational Meeting.  

 

g. Pastor Appreciation Month. Richard Dick agreed to contact Donita Strong about the 

plans for Pastor Appreciation Month.  

 

h. Membership application. Bob Ashton noted that the new membership application 

recently began to include the phrase “believer’s baptism” rather than simply “baptism” in 

asking membership candidates about whether or not they had been baptized. Bob 

expressed concern that this change might unnecessarily discourage individuals from 

seeking membership. The Council agreed to return to the previous wording and to 

continue to challenge candidates to follow God’s direction in baptism.   

 

i. Strategic Plan. Pastor Marty distributed copies of the most recent draft of the BCC 

strategic plan for consideration at the October 26, 2019 COE meeting.  

 

j. Staff update.  Pasto Marty briefed the Council that he and Pastor Michael were 

considering one of four candidates for the life group pastor/director position. Michael has 

already interviewed him; the individual also has experience in pastoring a satellite 

church. Froot Group is coming to BCC in the near term to help put together the 

announcement for the worship pastor position. Pastor Marty noted with pleasure the 

number of staff who have been speaking into the life of Isaac Loveday, the interim 

worship director.  

 

Following a closing prayer, the Council adjourned at around 10:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by  

Richard Dick, 

Clerk of the Council of Elders  

 

 


