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Burke Community Church  

Council of Elders Meeting Minutes 

April 24, 2020, 7:30 a.m. 

Virtual via Zoom 

 

Discussion Leader: Bob Ashton 
 

 

 Attendees: 

Ben Allen (Elder), Bob Ashton (Elder), Marty Baker (Pastor/Elder), Richard Dick (Elder), 

Dave DuHadway (Elder), George Lare (Elder), Dave McKernan (Elder), Paul Schmidt (Elder) 

The meeting opened with prayer at 7:30 a.m. 

I. Business 

 

Discussion Lead Topic 

Council       Make final decision concerning Small Business 

Administration (SBA) loan under Paycheck Protection 

Program  
 

 

a. Convening. Pastor Marty convened this ad hoc meeting to decide whether or not to accept the 

SBA loan. He had received the paperwork on the afternoon of April 23 and had to sign and 

return it by 1200, April 24 if BCC was to receive the loan.  

b. Concerns. Pastor Marty shared concerns that the terms of the loan as delivered to BCC did not 

mention loan forgiveness, a provision of the Paycheck Protection Program. Additionally, Marty 

expressed concern that accepting the loan might send the wrong message to the congregation in 

view of their response to God in providing the largest weekly giving Marty had seen in his 

tenure at BCC. Ben Allen pointed out that the loan afforded BCC the opportunity to be generous 

to part-time employees in continuing to pay them even though they were unable to work at the 

church. George Lare urged that BCC needed to depend on God rather than on the government. 

Bob Ashton noted that the discussion highlighted the need for financial planning to account for 

variations in giving, paying part-time employees, etc. Several elders noted that the Council 

clearly could not move forward in unity with accepting the loan while some elders believed that 

to do so reflected a lack of trust in God.  

c. Conclusion. The Council directed Pastor Marty to decline the loan. 

 

The Council concluded in prayer at 8:08 a.m. 

   

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Richard Dick, 

Clerk of the Council of Elders 


