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Bethel Baptist Church 
Hampton, Virginia 

May 12, 2020—COVID-19 Update 
 

Bethel Is Reopening May 17, 2020 
 
Dear Bethel Family, 
 
I know that you have probably heard the news by now that churches can reopen for in-person, 
inside services beginning this Sunday, May 17. On Friday, May 8, Governor Northam updated 
guidelines for COVID-19 restrictions in Virginia. These guidelines will go into effect after Friday, 
May 15. The need for churches to reassemble is a critical element of our faith and freedom. I’m 
thankful that Governor Northam will allow churches to return to regular meetings on May 17. It 
will be a joy to come together and lift our voices in praise to the Lord! There was a lot going on 
behind the scenes to bring this about. But, keep in mind, the crisis is not over. COVID-19 is still 
active and a threat. Prayers and precautions are still needed. But, let’s thank the Lord (and even 
the governor) for allowing churches to resume meetings. The reopening will be with certain 
restrictions.  
 
These are the directives from the Governor’s Office: 
1. Occupancy shall be limited to no more than 50% of the lowest occupancy load on the 

certificate of occupancy of the room or facility in which the religious services are conducted.  
2. Individuals attending religious services must be seated by physical distancing. Family 

members may be seated together.  
3. It is always recommended that persons attending religious services be encouraged to wear 

face coverings over their nose and mouth.  
4. No items must be passed to or between attendees who are not family members.   
5. Any items used to distribute food or beverages must be disposable and used only once and 

discarded.  
6. A thorough cleaning and disinfection of frequently contacted surfaces must be conducted 

prior to and following any religious service. 
 
This is how it will impact services and programs at Bethel: 
1. I met with our staff early this week and this is what we believe is best for Bethel. 

 We will have Sunday Morning services only for the next couple weeks, beginning 
Sunday May 17. 

 We will meet at 10:45am. 
 The English and Deaf services will be held in the auditorium and the Hispanic service 

will be held in the FLC. 
2. We are allowed 50% of our occupancy based on our building permit. 

 The auditorium main floor with the platform is allowed 564 people. 50% of that would be 
282 people 

 The FLC has an occupancy of 435 and we can have 217 people in there. 
 There will be no problem with handling the numbers for us. We will be removing about 

one-third of the chairs in the auditorium and grouping the chairs for family units as well 
as for individual seating. Things will look different! The FLC has plenty of room to spread 
out. 

 For your safety, we are trying to limit everyone’s exposure to COVID-19 as much as 
possible and provide for time to do the enhanced cleaning and sanitation of our building. 
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 Of course, hugging and shaking hands and passing the offering plate will be avoided. 
Please, no personal contact between anyone other than a family member. 

 Bulletins will be printed early in the week and will be placed at the Welcome Centers for 
you to personally acquire if you wish (this will give time for the surface of the bulletin to 
be free from contamination).  

 To avoid contamination of other areas of our facilities, we ask that no one enter the 
educational building or cafeteria. You will have access to the Auditorium and FLC only. 

 English and Deaf service entrance and exit will be the Commons entrance only. 
 Hispanic service entrance and exit will be the rear double doors to the FLC. 

3. During Phase One of reopening we will not be having in-person Sunday night or Wednesday 
night services. 
 We will continue doing an audio recording for Sunday night and posting it on Monday 

evening. Wednesday night will continue to be live-streamed as we have been doing.  
 There will be no Sunday School, choir, orchestra, nursery, youth or children’s programs, 

and there will be no social gatherings inside the building. Outside gatherings with 
restrictions may be permitted. 

 Sunday morning and Wednesday night services will continue being live streamed 
(including Hispanic services). 

 
Precautions for you to consider: 
1. As you know, face masks are recommended (although we are not requiring them). 
2. These are the Center for Disease Control guidelines: 
 This is COVID-19 is a new disease and there is limited information regarding risk factors for 

severe disease. Based on currently available information and clinical expertise, older adults 
and people of any age who have serious underlying medical conditions might be at higher 
risk for severe illness from COVID-19. Based on what we know now, those at high-risk for 
severe illness from COVID-19 are: 
 People 65 years and older. 
 People of all ages with underlying medical conditions, particularly if not well controlled, 

including people with chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma, people who 
have serious heart conditions, and people who are immunocompromised. 

 Many conditions can cause a person to be immunocompromised, including cancer 
treatment, bone marrow or organ transplantation, immune deficiencies, poorly controlled 
HIV or AIDS, and prolonged use of corticosteroids and other immune weakening 
medications 

 People with severe obesity. 
 People with diabetes. 
 People with chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis. 
 People with liver disease. 
 End of the CDC guidelines. 

3. These are Bethel’s guidelines. Give serious consideration to all the CDC guidelines. Also, if 
you have a fever, cough, or have been in quarantine, or have had contact with someone 
with the virus, please avoid in-person services for the time being. It’s “safer at home.”  
 If you have small children, and since we will not be providing nursery or a children’s 

program, you may want to consider what is best for you and your family. 
 Please understand, older folks and children (even babies) are welcome, we just want 

you to be aware of the situation for the time being. 
 Your safety and wellbeing are of great concern to us. 
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 Pleas don’t feel like you are disappointing us or that you are being unfaithful if you think 
it would be best to remain at home. You do what’s best for you and your family! If you do 
remain at home, be sure to worship with us on live stream. 

 
Closing notes: 
1. This is a lot to digest, but we want you to know we are excited about having as many of you 

as possible with us for our in-person services. 
2. If you have some time Wednesday afternoon and Thursday and Friday mornings, Pastor 

Joel is heading up a group to rearrange the auditorium and do some work on the outside of 
our building to get ready for Sunday services. He could use some help. Text or call him and 
let him know (757-848-8673). 

3. Be sure to join us for Wednesday night prayer meeting. 
 Youth join Pastor Joel on Facebook or Zoom at 6:30pm for staying connected in prayer 

and a challenge from God’s Word. 
 Then, everyone join us for the live streamed service at 7:30pm, on Facebook or Bethel’s 

website. 
 We will be spending time in prayer, hearing praises, and sharing encouragement from 

God’s Word (1John). 
 Please call in or email your prayer requests and praises. 
 By the way, we’ve added a new camera and the live stream projection was greatly 

enhanced this past Sunday. 
4. John Vocu is continuing his Bible study on Thursday evenings from 7-8pm, entitled “The 

Armor of God—Are You Fully Armored?”  
5. Just a reminder… 

 The pastoral staff and our deacons are available anytime you need us. 
 You can text, email, or call us on our cell phones. 
 Thank you for staying in touch.  

6. Your faithful stewardship is greatly appreciated during these days. God gave us a 
tremendous offering this past weekend, $42,591.76. 
 The total given to our ETV Anniversary Offering is now $17,185.00. 
 The total commitments received so far is $47,202.00. 
 To God Be the Glory…Great Things He Has Done! 

7. Pray for us! Be in prayer for each other…stay in touch. If you know of someone who has a 
need, don’t hesitate to let us know. Try to stay healthy…physically and spiritually. Just 
remember, we are here for you. 

 
Thank you for your love and faithfulness. I am sure that I have not answered all your questions, 
so please feel free to email, text, or call us and we will try to address any concerns or questions 
you may have. May God bless and keep you and your family safe. 
 
Sincerely, 
Pastor Donica 
 


