
Update: 
Bethel’s Response to COVID-19  

Tuesday, March 17, 2020 
Please READ Carefully 

 
We continue to monitor the fast-moving situation and new developments of COVID-19. It is our desire 
to keep you informed of what is happening around Bethel. We want to do everything we can to 
provide worship and ministry during this pandemic and still protect you. We are honoring the 
President’s and Governor’s directives to keep group numbers under ten people. We have prepared 
plans for the remainder of March. There are some longer-term decisions being made as well. Here 
are the plans currently in place: 
 
1. Until further notice, we are moving to live streaming our services beginning Wednesday night, 

March 18 (bbmva.org, choose media and then click on live streaming). We are also planning to 
live stream on Facebook at Bethel Baptist Church online.  
 Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings will be live streamed at the regular times, 

Wednesday, 7:30pm, and Sunday at 10:45am. Just the auditorium will be opened. Nursery, all 
children and youth programs (Sunday and Wednesday), all Sunday School Bible studies, and 
all events planned at the church are canceled. 

 We are asking only those who are participating in the actual service to be present. All others 
are asked to remain at home and watch the live stream as a family event. Make it seem as 
much like church as possible. Ushers will not be needed for services.  

 Sunday night will be a recorded message from the Pastor posted online. Since the 
presentation will not be a real-time transmission, you will be able to view the recording at your 
leisure. It will also include a study guide to help you and your family stay in the Word 
throughout this time. I will have Darrell Moore send out an email when it is available for viewing 
and where to find it online.  

 Pastor Jorge will keep the Hispanic church up to date on how ministry will continue during this 
time. Hispanic church members please contact him with your concerns or questions. 

 By the way, this is the time to make sure you are on our email list. We want you to participate 
in worship with us and we want to keep you informed. Contact Darrell Moore (lead deacon) at 
darrell.moore.2@us.af.mil or Stephanie Chernosky (church secretary) at 
schernosky@bbmva.org or call 757-826-7710 to either add or update your email addresses.  

2. If you have any issues with getting connected to our services on live stream, please contact 
Pastor Joel at 757-848-8673. He will be available throughout each service. Also, John Vocu and 
his staff will be monitoring the services. With the high capacity of churches going live, there may 
be some complications. We want to hear about any problems you are having.  

3. You will also be receiving by email, bulletins for the Wednesday and Sunday services.  
 If you have praises to share for Wednesday night prayer meeting, please text or email those 

praises to Pastor Steve at 757-871-6065 or skohnert@bbmva.org. You can send those any 
time up till and through prayer meeting. If you want to record a message and text it to him, we 
will attempt to play those during the service so others can hear your praises directly from you. 

 Prayer requests should be sent to Stephanie by noon on Tuesday so she can publish them in 
the Wednesday night bulletin. You can still send prayer requests after the printing time and we 
will read and pray for those during our service.   

4. Bethel Christian School will be closed until the end of Spring break, April 3 (longer if required). 
School staff members have been working hard at getting our remote instruction organized. 
Remote academic instruction will begin tomorrow. The school office will remain open for the time 
being. Note some other things that have changed: 
 All events have been cancelled for the remainder of March. 
 Senior trip has been moved to the summer. 



 National Bible and Fine Arts competition has been cancelled. 
 Other events in April and May may be rescheduled or cancelled as necessary. 

5. Here is some other helpful information. 
 The church office will continue to remain open.  
 Pastoral and administrative staff will continue serving the good people of Bethel as usual. We 

will have joint meetings and individual meetings to continue monitoring the needs of our church 
family. Please let us know if you have any special needs. We are here for you. 

 In addition to the other cancellations and changes mentioned earlier, please note these 
changes as well: 
o The Easter study by Al Reno on Wednesday nights will be rescheduled. 
o Adult volleyball is cancelled till further notice. 
o All children’s and youth programs are cancelled till further notice. 
o Hooops ministry is cancelled till further notice. 
o Deacon’s meetings are cancelled till further notice (please contact Darrell with any 

concerns that you are aware of during this time). 
o Brazil Mission Team Taco Fundraiser will be rescheduled. 
o Peninsula Rescue Mission meal and service is cancelled till further notice. 
o Good News Clubs are cancelled till further notice. 
o Baptism has been cancelled. 
o The full Easter cantata and drama will not be presented. We will have some special 

worship events added to the Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday services. 
o Revival services for April 19-23 have been cancelled.  
o PrimeTimers’ trip to PA has been cancelled. 
o CONNECT will not meet. You are encouraged to use this unique time to reach out to one 

another as a church body and stay connected, as the situation allows, and reach out to a 
friend, neighbor or family member who may need encouragement and spiritual guidance. 

 Please remember to be faithful in your financial support of the ministry. During this time, we 
still have all our budget needs, maintenance needs, salaries for staff, support for missions and 
ETV. It is easy to give online in Realm or visit our website and click on “give” in the top menu 
line and follow the directions. Most banks have bill-pay options. You can also mail your gifts to 
the church. If you have any questions or problems, please contact Linda Kearny at 
lkearney@bbmva.org.  

6. What should you do? 
 Let us know if you have any concerns or needs. If you know of someone in our church who is 

going through a difficult time, please share that information with us. 
 Deacons, please stay in touch with your families and widows and widowers. Call them and 

encourage them as often as possible. 
 Please remember, don’t live in fear. God is in control of all things and in Him we can find peace 

and rest. 
 Listen to updates on the news and follow their precautions.  
 Remember to trust the Lord. Pray for the sick and pray for the families of those who are sick 

and those who have lost loved ones. Pray for our President, national, state, and community 
leaders. Please don’t forget to pray for the many health care workers. 

 Continue to look for opportunities to minister and to share the gospel with others. 
7. This is a lot to deal with, but be assured, we are praying for you. 
 
“And ye shall seek me and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). 
 
God bless, 
Pastoral and Administrative Staff 


