
SERIES 3: YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN

FOCUS VERSE: Ephesians 5:18 
And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be 
filled with the Spirit.

LESSON TEXT: Joel 2:28–29; Acts 1:8; Acts 2:1–39;  
Ephesians 5:15–18
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LESSON BIG IDEA
I will live my life 
under the influence 
of the Holy Ghost.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD
God is pouring out 
His Spirit upon all 
flesh.

THE POWER 
OF THE HOLY GHOST3.4

MAY 29, 2022
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BIBLICAL OVERVIEW
Lesson Text: Joel 2:28–29; Acts 1:8; Acts 2:1–39; Ephesians 5:15–18

Peter quoted from Joel 2:28–29 in his message to the crowd who 
gathered on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:17–21). He declared the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit to be a fulfillment of this prophecy. Not 
only was the Spirit promised in Acts 1:8, but Jesus revealed the intent 
of this gift to empower believers to become more effective witnesses of 
Jesus Christ.

The phenomenon of speaking in tongues captured the attention of the 
crowds visiting Jerusalem for the Feast of Pentecost. The believers were 
given the ability to speak other languages, and others recognized their 
speech and testified they were declaring the wonderful works of God in 
various languages (Acts 2:6, 11).

Peter became the disciples’ recognized spokesperson. His authority was 
directly given by Jesus (Matthew 16:17–19). Peter was given the “keys of 
the kingdom” and used this authority as the spokesperson on the Day of 
Pentecost (Acts 2:14), opening the door to the Samaritans (Acts 8), and 
extending the message of promise to Gentiles (Acts 10).

Peter quoted from the prophet Joel (Acts 2:16–21), identifying the events 
of Pentecost as a fulfillment of this prophecy. Peter acknowledged that 
those present were observing the outpouring of the Spirit on all flesh. 
He specifically included men and women, sons and daughters, and male 
and female servants.

In simple yet eloquent terms, Peter outlined the hope of the gospel 
message in response to faith and conviction of sin: “Repent” (turn from 
acts of sin and ask God’s forgiveness); be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ (be dipped, immersed in water, calling on the name of Jesus 
Christ); and receive the promise of the Holy Spirit. Repentance (from the 
Greek metanoeō) means “a change of mind, a regret for sins resulting in 
a change of conduct.” Baptism (from the Greek baptizō) means “to dip, 
to plunge, or to fully immerse.” (See Acts 2:38.)

SERIES 3: YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN

PETER WAS GIVEN THE “KEYS OF THE 
KINGDOM” AND USED THIS AUTHORITY  
AS THE SPOKESPERSON ON THE DAY 
 OF PENTECOST.
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LESSON 3.4

Joel 2:28–29
28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your 
young men shall see visions:
29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out 
my spirit.

Biblical Insight
A rich benefit of the Holy Spirit is that the Spirit has “poured out in our hearts” the 
love of God (Romans 5:5, NKJV). The words “poured out” remind us where Jesus 
“poured out” the Holy Spirit on the waiting believers (See Acts 2:33, NKJV.) This is the 
language of Joel 2:28–29, which Peter declared to be fulfilled in the outpouring of the 
Spirit on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:16–18).

Daily Devotion
Having the Holy Spirit poured out was something long awaited for the believers of 
that time. They had heard of it, but they still wondered when it would happen. When 
the Holy Spirit was poured out, it was not a small sprinkle or a toe dip in the shallow 
end. It was poured out in great measure and saturated their hearts. Much like an 
innocent bystander who lingers a little too close to the splash zone at a theme park, 
there was no denying they had been drenched. 

They did not look the same as when they were dry. When the Holy Spirit is poured 
out in our hearts, we are never the same. An obvious, undeniable change takes place. 
When we are drenched in His love, we look different, act different, talk different, and 
are different. The outpouring (the splash zone) is always worth it.

DAY 1 
Bible Reading Plan

Ecclesiastes 9  10  11  12  | II Corinthians 11 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST

Acts 1:8
But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall 
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth.

Biblical Insight
From the beginning of the first-century church, the Spirit was associated with 
power. Jesus said, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you” (Acts 1:8). The Spirit is also associated with love. (See Romans 15:30; 
Galatians 5:22.) By implication and in contrast with the self-indulgence that comes 
from drunkenness, the Spirit is also associated with soundness of mind. (See 
Ephesians 5:18; II Timothy 1:7.) 

Daily Devotion
The infilling of the Holy Spirit is accompanied by many values that become evident 
in our daily lives if we are walking with the Lord and according to His Word. Once we 
are filled, we walk differently than we did before. Our outlook begins to change. Love 
becomes our language, and we understand that we are called to put others before 
ourselves. Power does not produce love; love produces power. 

We are not called to control others or even control our own lives in detail. A 
surrendered life is a saved life. Let’s let our minds, our hearts, our motives, and our 
focus be completely on Christ. He has given us all the tools we need. Trust Him. 
Surrender to Him. Live your life after Him. Follow Him and remember you have power 
in His name. Use it wisely.

Bible Reading Plan
Song of Solomon  1  2  3  | II Corinthians 12 DAY 2

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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LESSON 3.4

Acts 2:1–4
1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place.
2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 
filled all the house where they were sitting.
3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each 
of them.
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance.

Biblical Insight
Jesus promised that those who believed on Him would be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit (John 7:37–39; Acts 1:4–5). The fulfillment of this promise began on the Day 
of Pentecost (Acts 2:1–4) and continued throughout the history of the early church 
(Acts 8:15–17; 9:17; 10:44–48; 19:1–6). To be filled with the Holy Spirit was one of the 
characteristics of first-century believers.

The coming of the Spirit upon all kinds of people signifies the inauguration of the New 
Covenant.

Daily Devotion
Acts chapter 2 contains some interesting key words. “They were all with one accord 
in one place” (Acts 2:1, italics added for emphasis). They gathered as one, to cry out 
to the One, and they all were filled. Their harmony is part of what brought into reality 
the first outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit filled all the house and sat upon each 
of them. Though they were individuals, that day the Spirit of God indwelt the body of 
believers. They were all filled, all together. 

Even if they would have been in separate places, they could have seen the same 
results if they were in one accord. The year 2020 was an interesting year of isolation. 
COVID-19 brought an onslaught of loneliness and solitude amidst the worldwide 
pandemic. Even in the middle of madness, the Holy Spirit was still poured out on all 
who believed (even on people watching online services) because we still belong to 
the one body of Christ. Unity produces amazing results.

DAY 3
Bible Reading Plan

Song of Solomon  4  5  | II Corinthians 13 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST

Acts 2:16–18
16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;
17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon 
all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:
18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my 
Spirit; and they shall prophesy.

Biblical Insight
When Peter quoted Joel’s prophecy on the Day of Pentecost, he reiterated the 
function of prophecy as a sign of the coming of the Spirit. “But this is that which 
was spoken by the prophet Joel; and it shall come to pass in the last days, saith 
God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams: and on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days 
of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.” 

Daily Devotion
Prophecy is interesting. It is like faith because it is believing something we do not see 
but believe we will. God’s Word remains through the ages and will never change. In 
her book I Live by His Word, Nan Pamer wrote, “In the beginning was the Word, and 
in the end, it will be the Word.” Joel’s prophecy was beginning to take place on the 
Day of Pentecost in Acts 2, and it is still happening today. In our humanity, it is easy 
to question things like faith and prophecy. God welcomes our questions. He wants us 
to know Him better and being filled with His Holy Spirit allows us that opportunity. 

Knowing, according to Webster’s Dictionary, is defined as “having practical 
understanding of something or thorough experience with it.” It also means “to be 
subject to or to believe something to be true by recognizing something that was 
previously known.” True knowledge comes with experience and is understood 
personally. The more we know God, the more we want to. We grow in our relationship 
with Him like in any other relationship: through time, effort, and love. Let’s keep 
growing in our relationship with Him until we see Him.

Bible Reading Plan
Song of Solomon  6  7  8  | Galatians  1 DAY 4

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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Lesson Title:
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LESSON 3.4

DAY 5 
Ephesians 5:15–18
15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,
16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.
18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.

Biblical Insight
After His resurrection, Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost” (John 20:22). This could be translated, “Start receiving the Holy Spirit.” This 
is certainly a look ahead to the Day of Pentecost, but it may also look even further 
to texts like Ephesians 5:18. The phrase translated “be filled with the Spirit” could be 
rendered “keep being filled with the Spirit,” due to the present passive imperative 
form of the verb “fill” (plēroō).

Daily Devotion
There is no denying that the world can feel like a dangerous and scary place. The 
days are evil indeed, but we have no reason to fear. The Holy Spirit is just as real 
and relevant as it was when it was first poured out on the Day of Pentecost. But the 
infilling of the Spirit is not a one-time experience. 

Keep being filled with the Holy Spirit and you will want for nothing. Find satisfaction 
in a life fully sold out and committed to the kingdom of God. Seek that first and the 
rest will be added to you (Matthew 6:33). Some seasons can feel overwhelming; there 
is no denying that. Maybe your life has been wrapped in pretty bows of perfection 
since the day you were born. Or maybe your life has been the opposite. Maybe you 
feel like you have been the poster child for dysfunction and chaos. Wherever you 
are on your journey with Christ, do not give up when things around you feel out of 
control. In all circumstances, continually seek His face and keep being filled.

Bible Reading Plan
Isaiah 1  2  3  4  | Galatians  2 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________

Adult DDG spr 22.indd   110Adult DDG spr 22.indd   110 8/30/21   3:07 PM8/30/21   3:07 PM



3.4
LESSON

 
PARTICIPANT'S GUIDE 

Lesson Title:
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The Power of the Holy Ghost

My Prayer for the Upcoming Week
How do you want to be different because of what you have experienced today?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Scripture Focus: Ephesians 5:18

The Lesson in Context
Just as the prophets prophesied and Jesus promised, the Holy Ghost was poured 
out as recorded in Acts 2. Peter reached deep into his figurative pocket and pulled 
out the keys Jesus had given him, unlocked the door to the kingdom of Heaven, and 
flung it wide open. This Holy Ghost was a treasure too precious to be hoarded by 
a few. He told the people assembled there, “The promise is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call” 
(Acts 2:39).

Those words of Peter still echo down through the centuries to us today. “All that 
are afar off” did not just mean those physically distant from Jerusalem, but all those 
separated from that Day of Pentecost by time and space. God has not withdrawn 
this most wonderful of all gifts. God did not love Peter and John any more than He 
loves us today. Simply pray, “Come, Holy Spirit,” and expect God to respond, and He 
will. If God gave this wonderful promise of His Spirit to the apostles and disciples in 
the early church, He will give it to you. 

Group Discussion
1. Why do you think so many who heard Jesus tell them to wait in Jerusalem 

were not there when the Spirit finally came?

2. Why do you think that in the midst of such an incredible supernatural 
outpouring of the Holy Ghost, Peter refocused the listeners’ attention on the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus?

3. Can you think of other religions that lay out a very difficult path to salvation? 
Explain.

4. If you have received the Holy Ghost, what is your personal testimony of that 
experience?

5. Share a time when the Holy Ghost empowered you to be an overcomer or a 
witness? 

Adult DDG spr 22.indd   111Adult DDG spr 22.indd   111 8/30/21   3:07 PM8/30/21   3:07 PM


