
SERIES 3: YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN

FOCUS VERSE: Mark 2:17
When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are 
whole have no need of the physician, but they that are 
sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance.

LESSON TEXT: Matthew 3:1–11; Mark 1:1–5; Mark 2:1–17;  
Acts 17:30
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LESSON BIG IDEA
I will repent of my 
sins.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD
God calls everyone 
to repent.

THE CALL TO 
REPENTANCE3.2

MAY 15, 2022
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BIBLICAL OVERVIEW
Lesson Text: Matthew 3:1–11; Mark 1:1–5; Mark 2:1–17; Acts 17:30

The life and ministry of John the Baptist was unique. Consider these 
details:

• John the Baptist’s location in Matthew 3 points to the biblical 
expectation that God’s end-time work would begin in the desert 
(Exodus 40:33–38; Hosea 2:14–23).

• The phrase “kingdom of heaven” is a roundabout way of expressing 
“kingdom of God,” marking the distinctive Palestinian Jewish-
Christian character of Matthew.

• John’s clothing strongly resembled the clothing of Elijah (II Kings 1:8).

• Deeds as “fruit” is a theme that runs throughout this Gospel 
(Matthew 7:16–20; 12:33; 21:43).

• Matthew’s Gospel stresses the multinational nature of Abraham, who 
was the spiritual forefather of many nations—Jews and Gentiles.

• The phrase “beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” 
governs the content of the Gospel of Mark. From Mark’s perspective 
Jesus’ gospel had continued long after Jesus’ earthly life. 

The epitome of John the Baptist’s ministry was certainly when Jesus 
came to him to be baptized. Christ’s first words in Matthew’s Gospel 
occur in the context of baptism. Right-eousness is more than a state of 
mere sinlessness. Jesus submitted to baptism not because He had sinned, 
but for the sake of righteousness. In the New Testament, righteousness 
serves as a technical, theological term conveying the notion of God’s 
approval. The voice that spoke from Heaven after Christ’s baptism 
embodied this approval.

Baptism by the Holy Ghost and baptism by fire refer to two separate 
events. The former speaks of the saving power of the Spirit, while 
the latter corresponds to judgment. The fan winnows the chaff (a 
common symbol of judgment), and then the chaff is burned in “un-
quenchable fire.”

SERIES 3: YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN

THE EPITOME OF JOHN THE BAPTIST’S 
MINISTRY WAS CERTAINLY WHEN JESUS 
CAME TO HIM TO BE BAPTIZED. 89
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LESSON 3.2

Matthew 3:1–5
1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,
2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
4 And the same John had his raiment of camel’s hair, and a leathern girdle about his 
loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey.
5 Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about 
Jordan.

Biblical Insight
John’s first message was a call to repentance. The need for repentance was marked by 
the nearness of the kingdom of Heaven, known in the other Gospels as the kingdom 
of God. There is no distinction between the two. Although Matthew usually used the 
term “kingdom of heaven,” even he saw the “kingdom of God” as its parallel (Matthew 
19:23–24). As a Jewish author writing primarily to a Jewish audience, Matthew 
continued the Jewish practice of refraining to mention God’s name. “Heaven” was a 
euphemism for “God.” Some readers, failing to note this, have assumed two different 
kingdoms are in view.

Daily Devotion
John seemed to be an eclectic man because he had his own unique way of getting 
others to follow him. He wanted to lead people, but he did it in a manner that was 
neither fancy nor appetizing. Cue the locust lunches. If you have ever delivered a 
sermon of any kind that lasted any length of time, you likely remember it, whether 
it was flawless or a little less than flawless. The first time John preached was heavy, 
but it was needed. As the locals gathered around in their sandals after a hard day of 
work, they were probably a bit surprised at what they heard. 

Repent? What did that mean? As the message continued, the people began to see 
the importance of repentance and the reality of the soon-coming Messiah. That 
message of repentance now—though usually not delivered by a locust-eating fellow 
in camel’s hair—is still just as relevant for us as we await the Messiah a second time.

DAY 1 
Bible Reading Plan

Proverbs 15  16  | II Corinthians 1 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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THE CALL TO REPENTANCE

Matthew 3:6–9
6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he 
said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come?
8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:
9 And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto 
you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.

Biblical Insight
From its first mention, baptism follows repentance. Repentance involves confession 
of sins but not confession alone. Genuine repentance produces “fruit” in one’s life. As 
one translation renders the phrase, it is necessary to “prove by the way you live that 
you have repented of your sins and turned to God” (Matthew 3:8, NLT).

Daily Devotion
Gardening is an intricate process. If you have ever attempted to foster a garden, you 
understand it takes time, patience, and several steps after you plant the seeds. The 
same principle is true in our spiritual lives. What we water and take care of will grow; 
what we starve will die. We cannot hide our fruit, whether it’s rotting or thriving. 
When one is rooted and grounded in the right soil and seeking a life of holiness, it will 
be evident. 

Repentance plants the seed. Baptism initially waters it, and with daily care and the 
infilling of the Holy Spirit, the fruit soon blooms and will continue to bloom as long 
as we give attention to it. Repentance is not pretty. It requires us to get our hands 
dirty and dig into the soil as we plant the seeds of salvation. If we plant an apple tree, 
we will get apples, not oranges, because our fruit will reflect what we are cultivating. 
When we have truly repented and turned away from sin, it will show in our daily life 
and character. If you have not had a time of repentance and renewal yet today, use 
this moment to repent afresh and ask God to renew you and refill you with His Spirit.

Bible Reading Plan
Proverbs 17  18  | II Corinthians 2 DAY 2 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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LESSON 3.2

Matthew 3:10–12
10 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.
11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance. but he that cometh after me is 
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost, and with fire:
12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat 
into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

Biblical Insight
Baptism with the Holy Ghost and baptism with fire are two different experiences. 
The only two Gospels to mention baptism with fire are Matthew and Luke. In both 
cases unrepentant people were in John’s audience. (See Matthew 3:7–12; Luke 3:7–17.) 
Chaff is a consistent image of the ungodly who face God’s judgment. (See Psalm 
1:4–6.) When only the repentant were in John’s audience, only baptism with the Holy 
Ghost was mentioned. (See Mark 1:5–8; John 1:33.) In reference to John’s baptism, 
Jesus mentioned only baptism with the Holy Ghost (Acts 1:5). As Peter recalled Jesus’ 
words about John’s baptism, he said nothing about baptism with fire (Acts 11:16). As it 
relates to the new birth and empowerment, we need to seek no other baptism except 
that of the Holy Spirit.

Daily Devotion
Imitation brands, although generally less expensive, are no real substitute for authentic 
merchandise. Any religion can offer some sort of water or Spirit baptism and even 
make it look appealing as they promote it as the genuine article in the salvation 
process. However, if it is not the genuine, biblical water and Spirit baptism we see in 
the New Testament church, it is not the genuine experience God planned for us. It is 
only a watered-down version of the truth that leaves us searching for the real thing. 

With His own blood, Jesus bought remission of sins. We can respond to His sacrifice 
and receive freedom from sin through water baptism and the infilling of the Spirit 
through Holy Spirit baptism. It cost Him everything, but Jesus counted our souls 
worth the cost of His life. Being baptized in Jesus’ name and with His Spirit ensures 
a better life here on earth and a promise of eternity with our Maker. No half-price, 
generic form will work when it comes to the kingdom of God. Get the product that 
is endorsed with the name you can trust, the only saving name—the name of Jesus.

Bible Reading Plan
Proverbs 19  20  | II Corinthians 3 DAY 3 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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THE CALL TO REPENTANCE

Mark 2:13–17
13 And he went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude resorted unto him, and 
he taught them.
14 And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of custom, 
and said unto him, Follow me. And he arose and followed him.
15 And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house, many publicans and 
sinners sat also together with Jesus and his disciples: for there were many, and they 
followed him.
16 And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and sinners, they said 
unto his disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners?
17 When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of 
the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance.

Biblical Insight
Like John, Jesus’ teaching and practice emphasized the need for repentance. Jesus ate 
and drank with tax collectors and sinners. By definition, tax collectors were cheats and 
thieves, but Jesus socialized with them. When questioned by scribes and Pharisees, 
Jesus answered, “They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are 
sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Mark 2:17).

Daily Devotion
Can you imagine seeing Jesus sitting fireside, roasting marshmallows with a bunch 
of men who had just stolen a family’s livelihood through tax fraud? Or try to picture 
Jesus sitting at a restaurant, sharing boneless wings with the town drunk and his 
buddies. Jesus was a friend to sinners because all humanity has sinned, but Jesus 
never partook in their sinning. 

Jesus was not afraid to meet people at their level, no matter how low, to minister to 
them. He knew—as we should—to be in the world but not of it. There is no hierarchy 
of humans in the kingdom of Heaven. If we always turn a blind, holier-than-thou eye 
toward those who may not follow what we believe and know is right, how will they 
hear the saving message of the gospel? Jesus died for everyone, but without willing 
people who are unafraid to go into the trenches to reach the wayward, how will they 
be saved? It is time for us to follow Jesus’ lead and sit with other sinners so we can 
share what we have.

Bible Reading Plan
Proverbs 21  22  | II Corinthians 4 DAY 4

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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Lesson Title:
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LESSON 3.2

DAY 5 
Act 17:30–31
30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every 
where to repent:
31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness 
by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, 
in that he hath raised him from the dead.

Biblical Insight
The call for repentance is consistent, whether from John the Baptist, Jesus, Peter, or 
Paul. It was the right message in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost and in Athens on 
Mars’ Hill. Repentance is a universal command because universal judgment is coming. 
The resurrection of Jesus makes this certain.

Daily Devotion
It is not always easy to say we are sorry for something we have done. Many families 
and even countries have been divided because of a lack of remorse for something 
hurtful that took place. The lack of forgiveness or the unwillingness to forgive can 
drive a wedge between just about anyone. However, true repentance before God is 
essential to salvation. Jesus made that clear in Luke 13: “Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish” (Luke 13:3, 5). This truth has not changed, and it never will. Coming 
before God in humility and truly repenting (turning away from sin) is part of the 
process to walk through the pearly gates. 

God loves to see His children come to Him with repentant hearts. It not only signifies a 
turning away from sin, but it also denotes a turning nearer to Him and toward Heaven. 
That call is still just as strong today. Repentance is not a sign of weakness but an 
incredible showcase of strength.

Bible Reading Plan
Proverbs 23  24  | II Corinthians 5 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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3.2
LESSON

 
PARTICIPANT'S GUIDE 

Lesson Title:
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The Call to Repentance

My Prayer for the Upcoming Week
How do you want to be different because of what you have experienced today?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Scripture Focus: Mark 2:17

The Lesson in Context
Whether Jew or Gentile, the message of repentance is introductory—after believing 
on Jesus—for entry into God’s kingdom. Repentance refers to changing “one’s way 
of life as the result of a complete change of thought and attitude with regard to sin 
and righteousness” (J. P. Louw and Eugene Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New 
Testament). In other words, sorrow for sins alone does not open the door to God’s 
kingdom. Repentance is required, but it must be repentance that comes because 
of hearing and believing the gospel message, as seen in Acts 2:37–38. Repentance 
is not a suggestion; it is God’s universal command. 

When Paul visited Athens, noting the pervasive idolatry, he declared that God 
“commandeth all men every where to repent” (Acts 17:30). After announcing the 
universal nature of the command to repent, Paul informed those who heard him 
that God “hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world” (Acts 17:31). 
And when we repent from a sincere and humble heart, the Lord promises to forgive 
and fill us with His Spirit. All around the world, the power of repentance is being 
experienced. And the Holy Ghost is being poured out upon all those who call on 
His name.

Group Discussion
1. How is repentance truly defined?

2. As you look back to your personal repentance, what specific changes do you 
recall in your life?

3. Jesus forgave a paralyzed man before He healed him. How can we be sure the 
paralyzed man had repented of his sins?

4. Were the Pharisees and scribes who did not believe on Jesus righteous?

5. Are there some people for whom repentance is impossible? Explain. 
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