
FOCUS VERSES: Genesis 45:7–8; 50:20–21 
7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity 
in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.
8 So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: 
and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all 
his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.

20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God 
meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to 
save much people alive.
21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and 
your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake 
kindly unto them.

LESSON TEXT: Genesis 45:1–28; 46:26–34; 47:27–31; 50:15–21

72

LESSON BIG IDEA
I will surrender 
my past to God 
and allow Him to 
make something 
beautiful out of my 
brokenness.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD
God knows how to 
take what is meant 
for evil and make 
something good out 
of it.

BEAUTY FROM 
THE BROKEN2.4
SERIES 2: GOD IS WITH USMAY 1, 2022
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BIBLICAL OVERVIEW
Lesson Text: Genesis 45:1–28; 46:26–34; 47:27–31; 50:15–21

We often think of Joseph’s comforting words to his brothers after 
Jacob’s death: “But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God 
meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much 
people alive” (Genesis 50:20). These words also comfort us, for they 
provide assurance that God works in the painful circumstances of our 
lives to bring good things to pass.

But Joseph’s words of assurance began before Jacob’s death. When 
Joseph first made himself known to his brethren, he said, “Be not grieved, 
nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me 
before you to preserve life. . . . God sent me before you to preserve you 
a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So 
now it was not you that sent me hither, but God” (Genesis 45:5, 7–8). 
Joseph called himself a father to Pharaoh, which may be related to his 
status as a prophet since prophets and leaders are often called father 
(Genesis 45:8; II Kings 2:12; 5:13; 6:21; 13:14). 

Pharaoh was pleased to learn of the arrival of Joseph’s brothers and 
commissioned transportation and food for their return to Jacob to bring 
him back to Egypt with them. When Jacob heard the good news that 
Joseph was still alive and was governor of Egypt, it was more than he 
could believe. But when he saw the generous provisions Pharaoh had 
sent, Jacob was convinced.

Egyptian society was based on a strict caste system according to 
occupation. As a result, Egyptians usually asked strangers their 
occupations. Perhaps Joseph wanted to establish the low caste of the 
Hebrews so they would not be eligible to intermarry and be absorbed 
into Egyptian culture. Joseph used the Egyptians’ own prejudices to 
keep the people of God separated. Similarly, throughout the Babylonian 
captivity and the long diaspora (scattering of the Jews), anti-Semitic 
prejudice helped maintain the separate identity of Jews (Genesis 46:34; 
see also Genesis 43:32). No matter our vocation or how we make our 
living, our identity is found in being children of God.

SERIES 2: GOD IS WITH US

BE NOT GRIEVED, NOR ANGRY WITH 
YOURSELVES, THAT YE SOLD ME HITHER: 
FOR GOD DID SEND ME BEFORE YOU TO 
PRESERVE LIFE.
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LESSON 2.4

Genesis 45:1–5
1 Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by him; and he 
cried, Cause every man to go out from me. And there stood no man with him, while 
Joseph made himself known unto his brethren.
2 And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard.
3 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his 
brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence.
4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came 
near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.
5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for 
God did send me before you to preserve life.

Biblical Insight
Have you ever considered the intensity of Joseph’s encounter with his brothers? One 
scholar explains, “Joseph was overwhelmed by Judah’s words. . . . Joseph then released 
more than twenty years of pent-up emotions, weeping so loudly that the Egyptians 
outside the room heard it. Joseph’s revelation of his true identity—undoubtedly 
spoken in Hebrew, not Egyptian—so terrified his brothers that they could not answer 
his question about his father’s well-being. Violating protocol, Joseph ordered the 
brothers to come near to him so he could speak to them more intimately, this time 
explicitly identifying himself” (Robert D. Bergen, CSB Study Bible).

Daily Devotion
Suppressed emotions always seem to compound and eventually come out—
sometimes in strange ways and sometimes when we least expect them. Imagine for a 
moment how Joseph must have felt seeing his brothers for the first time in decades. 
They did not recognize him as they groveled in fear, begging for help. Sometimes 
siblings have some sort of rivalry or disdain toward each other, but in many cases, 
there is still a deep love for each other below the surface. 

Joseph still loved his family and likely missed them greatly. His emotions he had 
kept inside for so long were about to surface. He revealed himself to his brothers, 
accompanied by many tears and soulful sentiment. Joseph chose to forgive what his 
brothers had done out of envy, trying to destroy him. What is God trying to surface 
in your life today? Take an inventory of your emotions and relationships; allow God 
to reveal who you really are to those around you. Then let them do the same for you. 

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 136  137  138  | I Corinthians 9 DAY 1 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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BEAUTY FROM THE BROKEN

Genesis 45:6–10
6 For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, in 
the which there shall neither be earing nor harvest.
7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save 
your lives by a great deliverance.
8 So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to 
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.
9 Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God 
hath made me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not:
10 And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, 
and thy children, and thy children’s children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that 
thou hast.

Biblical Insight
“The name of Goshen is considered Semitic, not Egyptian. The presence of other 
‘Goshens’ in the Old Testament confirm the term’s use to describe places of rich soil 
(Joshua 10:41; 11:16; 15:51). While the exact location of Goshen is unknown, it can be 
approximately correlated with the eastern Nile delta” (John D. Barry et al., Faithlife 
Study Bible).

Daily Devotion
You have probably encountered a situation in which someone has hurt you or made 
you feel uncomfortable. Our gut instincts often tell us our best option is to flee. 
Parents often tell their children to run when they feel “stranger danger.” Maybe you 
heard this term while you were growing up. Sometimes the best option is to run, such 
as in abusive relationships or jobs we have outgrown, but there is a different option 
we should consider. It is unorthodox, but we should consider it anyway. What if our 
healing is waiting at the place we ran away from? 

Making peace with the past is a powerful way to move into the future. Prisoners have 
returned to jail cells they once inhabited, not because they committed another crime, 
but because they wanted to remember where they came from. Nostalgia is more than 
high school reunions and Easy Bake Ovens. The places that caused us hurt are often 
places we have to revisit in order to make peace and move forward. It would have 
been easy for Joseph’s brothers to stay in Egypt, but they had to return home, say 
goodbye to their home, and move their family to the land Joseph had promised and 
prepared for them. 

Is there anything or anywhere you need to revisit in your past in order to move 
forward into your future?

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 139  140  141  | I Corinthians 10 DAY 2 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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LESSON 2.4

Genesis 45:11–15
11 And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years of famine; lest thou, and thy 
household, and all that thou hast, come to poverty.
12 And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my 
mouth that speaketh unto you.
13 And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and 
ye shall haste and bring down my father hither.
14 And he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon 
his neck.
15 Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his brethren 
talked with him.

Biblical Insight
“The brothers were reunited . . . . in an emotion-filled reunion. The brothers’ previous 
hatred and jealousy of Joseph had now come to an end, thanks to Joseph’s magnanimity. 
Among those who seek to participate in the covenant plan of God, there is no room for 
revenge. With a generous spirit of reconciliation, Joseph fully welcomed his brothers. 
Then he instructed them to hurry home to Jacob without delay and inform him of his 
son’s power as ruler and master of all Egypt (Genesis 45:9–11)” (Allen Ross and John N. 
Oswalt, Cornerstone Biblical Commentary: Genesis, Exodus).

Daily Devotion
Joseph’s dreams from many years earlier of his brothers bowing down to him were 
finally coming to pass. But he did not punctuate it with “I told you sos” or pointed 
fingers and laughter. He met his brothers with compassion and love. He forgave. He 
began to rebuild, and he hastened to take care of his family in need. 

We are called to do the same—to reconcile when it is within our power to do so. 
Joseph did not seek revenge or plot to get back at his brothers for the wrong they 
had done. Instead, he loved them and, with deep emotion, welcomed them back 
in spite of the past. God rewarded Joseph’s faithfulness through all the trials and 
loneliness. Eventually, Joseph’s family was restored as they all benefitted from 
Joseph’s faithfulness to God. 

What is God trying to reconcile and restore in your life? Instead of seeking revenge, 
seek reconciliation and restoration.

DAY 3 
Bible Reading Plan

Psalm 142  143  144  145  145  146  147 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________

Adult DDG spr 22.indd   76Adult DDG spr 22.indd   76 8/30/21   3:07 PM8/30/21   3:07 PM



77

BEAUTY FROM THE BROKEN

Genesis 45:16–20
16 And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh’s house, saying, Joseph’s brethren are 
come: and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants.
17 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, This do ye; lade your beasts, 
and go, get you unto the land of Canaan;
18 And take your father and your households, and come unto me: and I will give you 
the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land.
19 Now thou art commanded, this do ye; take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for 
your little ones, and for your wives, and bring your father, and come.
20 Also regard not your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt is yours.

Biblical Insight
“Affirming the commands Joseph had given, Pharaoh told him to have his brothers 
load their animals with food, go on back to Jacob in Canaan, and then return with 
their families. New to the set of instructions was Pharaoh’s provision of wagons from 
the land of Egypt to transport the weaker members of the clan down to Egypt, the 
promise that Joseph’s family could live in the best of the land of Egypt, and that 
they would be permitted to eat from the richness (‘the fat’) of the land” (Robert D. 
Bergen, CSB Study Bible).

Daily Devotion
After years of deception, Jacob realized he had been selfish and manipulative. Almost 
too late he realized family was more important than success. When reunited with his 
brother, he discovered that people are not always wanting what we think they want 
and that sometimes we do get a second chance. 

In April of 2009, Mike Pisciotta walked out of a Florida State Correctional facility a free 
man. He was getting a second chance. At twenty-eight he had completed a ten-year 
sentence for robbing two banks. In February 2016, Entrepreneur.com told his story in 
an article titled, “How This Ex-Con Started from Nothing to Build a 7-Figure Business.” 
The article explained the mental and social obstacles that could have discouraged 
Pisciotta; they could have sentenced him to a life of never being anything but a loser. 
But with willpower, hard work, and a life-changing God experience, he was able to 
get his life in order and enter the free world, ready to make the most of his second 
chance at life. 

God is famous for giving people second chances. He did it for King David, for Samson, 
and for Peter. He gives second chances and the power to overcome, but we must 
embrace those opportunities.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 148  149  150  | I Corinthians 11 DAY 4 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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Lesson Title:

78

LESSON 2.4

DAY 5 
Genesis 45:25–28
25 And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan unto Jacob their 
father,
26 And told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor over all the land of 
Egypt. And Jacob’s heart fainted, for he believed them not.
27 And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto them: and when 
he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their 
father revived:
28 And Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go and see him before 
I die.

Biblical Insight
“Jacob’s response to the news of Joseph plays a key role in connecting these narratives 
to the message of the Pentateuch as a whole. Throughout the Pentateuch there is a 
focus on the response of God’s people to the work of God. At important moments 
in the narrative the people’s response to the work of God is interpreted as either one 
of ‘faith’ (Genesis 15:6; Exodus 4:31; 14:31; 19:9) or ‘no faith’ (Nu 14:11; 20:12). Jacob’s 
response appears to play a part along with these other examples. Here, however, 
the writer gives a deeper insight into the nature of his faith” (John H. Sailhamer, The 
Pentateuch as Narrative: A Biblical-Theological Commentary). 

Daily Devotion
Waiting can be tough and frustrating. We live in a microwave society—the faster the 
better. If the fast food is not fast enough, some people have the tendency to act less 
than Christlike until their chicken nuggets and milkshake reach their car window. A 
Thanksgiving prank started years ago encouraging adult children to text their mother 
to ask how long they were supposed to microwave the turkey. The mothers’ responses 
ranged from “Are you crazy?” to “Ask your father.” 

All jokes aside, waiting for something we have anticipated for so long sometimes 
feels impossible. Can you imagine going decades believing your child was dead, only 
to discover he was alive and very well? Jacob did not believe Joseph was alive, and 
his doubt even sparked a bit of anger in him. When you are faced with the option 
to believe or not, try a little faith. The miracle you thought was dead could still be 
waiting with wagons ready.

Bible Reading Plan
Proverbs 1  2  | I Corinthians 12 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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PARTICIPANT'S GUIDE 

Lesson Title:

79

Beauty from the Broken

My Prayer for the Upcoming Week
How do you want to be different because of what you have experienced today?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Scripture Focus: Genesis 45:7–8; 50:20–21

The Lesson in Context
God’s plans are greater than our plans. His ways are higher than our ways. But rest 
assured, God has a plan for your life. He is taking every pit you have been through, 
every mile you have walked in chains, every day of hard labor, every trial, every 
trouble, every false accusation, every day in prison, every year you have spent 
forgotten, and He is working it all together for good. What the devil intends to 
use to destroy you, God can reshape into something powerful and good. The devil 
sees an addiction to drugs, alcohol, or pornography tearing your life apart, but 
God sees deliverance, a testimony, and a chain-breaking ministry. But God sees an 
opportunity to give you more grace, to pick you up, to wrap His arms around you, 
and to carry you. 

We all have brokenness in us. Brokenness is part of the human condition. It 
comes from our fallen nature, from the consequences of sin, and from our own 
imperfections. But brokenness is not the end. Brokenness gives God an opportunity 
to flow in our lives. He picks up the shattered pottery pieces, submerges us in His 
Spirit to soften us, and makes something beautiful out of our lives again.

Group Discussion
1. What do you think had brought the change of heart in Joseph’s brothers?

2. Why do you think Joseph had to go through these tests in his life?

3. What keys to conflict resolution worked for Joseph? What keys have worked 
for you?

4. Share a time when God took something that was evil and turned it around for 
good? 

5. How is it possible to have “Joseph-style” faith even in the middle of terrible 
situations?
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