
FOCUS VERSES: Genesis 41:38–40 
38 And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such 
a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is?
39 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God 
hath shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and 
wise as thou art:
40 Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto 
thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the 
throne will I be greater than thou.

LESSON TEXT: Genesis 41:1–45; Psalm 1:1; Proverbs 16:9
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LESSON BIG IDEA
I have hope because 
Jesus rose from the 
dead.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD
God orders the steps 
of the righteous.

GOD KNOWS THE WAY2.3
APRIL 24, 2022 SERIES 2: GOD IS WITH US
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BIBLICAL OVERVIEW
Lesson Text: Genesis 41:1–45; Psalm 1:1; Proverbs 16:9

None of the trained magicians could make up an interpretation, even 
when told the details of Pharaoh’s dreams. God must have been helping 
Pharaoh discern the truth so whatever fables they concocted would not 
satisfy him (Genesis 41:8). Joseph rightfully gave God the glory rather 
than taking it for himself (Genesis 41:16).

Although Joseph was not asked to offer advice, he was acting in the 
role of one of Pharaoh’s spiritual advisors and therefore applied the 
interpretation of the dream with wise counsel (Genesis 41:33).

The three things Joseph received (signet ring, fine linen clothing, and 
a gold chain) are known to have been marks of high office in ancient 
Egypt. Pharaoh’s signet ring from his own hand gave Joseph the power 
to act in place of Pharaoh in all decisions. Some have doubted that a 
Hebrew could be elevated to such a high position, but a group of Semitic 
peoples known as the Hyksos ruled Egypt near this time. It is possible 
Joseph served under one of their Pharaohs (Genesis 41:42).

The city of On was known to the Greeks as Heliopolis (The City of the 
Sun). Joseph’s father-in-law was probably the high priest of Ra, the sun 
god. Joseph’s marriage united him to the most powerful priestly family 
in Egypt (Genesis 41:45).

The placement of Psalm 1 makes it an introduction to the Psalter, or Book 
of Psalms. The verbal links between Psalms 1–2 indicate these psalms 
should be read together, making both introductory to the entire book. 
The themes found here are woven throughout the book. Psalm 1 begins 
by pronouncing a blessing on one who delights in the law. The word 
law comes from the Hebrew word transliterated torah, which means 
“instruction.” 

Although we may make plans and set goals, God directs our steps 
(Proverbs 16:9).

SERIES 2: GOD IS WITH US

THE THREE THINGS JOSEPH RECEIVED ARE 
KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN MARKS OF HIGH 
OFFICE IN ANCIENT EGYPT. 65
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LESSON 2.3

Genesis 41:1–4
1 And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed: and, 
behold, he stood by the river.
2 And, behold, there came up out of the river seven well favoured kine and fatfleshed; 
and they fed in a meadow.
3 And, behold, seven other kine came up after them out of the river, ill favoured and 
leanfleshed; and stood by the other kine upon the brink of the river.
4 And the ill favoured and leanfleshed kine did eat up the seven well favoured and 
fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke.

Biblical Insight
Dreams are often a means of divine communication in Scripture, both for believers 
and unbelievers. Often symbols are used to represent reality. For Pharaoh, seven cows 
(“kine”) represented seven years—the fat cows stood for seven years of plenty and the 
lean cows for seven years of famine. Daniel interpreted dreams for Nebuchadnezzar, 
while Gabriel explained dreams for Daniel. Because of a dream Pilate’s wife had, she 
warned him to have nothing to do with judging Jesus (Matthew 27:19). With the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, old men dream dreams (Acts 2:17).

Daily Devotion
Dreams come in all shapes and sizes. Some occur because of the pizza you ate too 
late at night or from some adverse side effects from the antibiotics you took for your 
strep throat. Wild imaginations can take children all sorts of places when they drift 
off to sleep. The prophet Joel knew this to be true before interpreting dreams was in 
vogue. He wrote, “Your old men shall dream dreams” (Joel 2:28).

Although dreams can often be crazy, they can also be from God. We should be very 
careful to listen to what God is trying to say when He speaks through dreams. Have 
you ever felt like the Lord spoke to you through a dream, but you did not quite know 
how to interpret it? Many times the Lord gives us people who can help us understand 
what God is saying. The next time this happens, share your dream with someone like 
your pastor or another trusted, Spirit-filled, Spirit-led, wise man or woman in your life. 
Like Joseph of old, never underestimate the power of a God-given dream.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 119:49–104  | I Corinthians 4 DAY 1 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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GOD KNOWS THE WAY

Genesis 41:37–41
37 And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants.
38 And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one as this is, a man in 
whom the Spirit of God is?
39 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, there 
is none so discreet and wise as thou art:
40 Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be 
ruled: only in the throne will I be greater than thou.
41 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt.

Biblical Insight
The phrase “Spirit of God” is used in Genesis 41:38: “And Pharaoh said unto his 
servants, Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is?” We 
may be tempted to dismiss this text as we build a biblical pneumatology (study of 
the Spirit) since Pharaoh is the one who referred to the Spirit of God. But Pharaoh’s 
declaration follows Joseph’s explanation to him that God enabled Joseph to interpret 
Pharaoh’s dreams. (See Genesis 41:25, 28.) The God of whom Joseph spoke was the 
God to whom Pharaoh referred.

Daily Devotion
There are numerous important elements of good character such as how an individual 
acts when no one is watching or how a person responds when a favorite football team 
is defeated. Although these may be suitable samplings, an even more telling test of 
character is how a person reacts when he or she or a loved one is treated poorly. 

Pharoah put Joseph through the ringer, and it would have been easy for Joseph to 
behave or react poorly in response. Sure, Joseph was later rewarded, but can you 
imagine what would have happened if he had decided to be bitter and angry during 
his prison sentence instead of faithfully following God? 

Even in the midst of adversity, Joseph chose to trust God and to serve Him. Joseph’s 
godly character spoke for itself, and that made all the difference. Pharoah experienced 
the Holy Spirit through Joseph’s actions, which eventually led to greater good. When 
you are in the midst of what feels like a prison sentence, keep your focus on God and 
let your character exhibit His Holy Spirit. The way you carry yourself in seasons of 
hardship speaks louder than in any season of triumph. Allow God to be seen through 
you, and you could help change how a person sees God.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 119:105–176  | I Corinthians 5 DAY 2 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this 
principle to your life today?

_____________________________

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
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LESSON 2.3

Genesis 41:33–36
33 Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and wise, and set him over the 
land of Egypt.
34 Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the land, and take up the fifth 
part of the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous years.
35 And let them gather all the food of those good years that come, and lay up corn 
under the hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities.
36 And that food shall be for store to the land against the seven years of famine, which 
shall be in the land of Egypt; that the land perish not through the famine.

Biblical Insight
It is commonly noted that the Spirit of God enabled Joseph to exercise remarkable 
leadership in potentially disastrous circumstances, and that is true. But we should 
note also that the Spirit of God in Joseph brought order out of the pending chaos 
anticipated by the seven years of famine from Pharaoh’s dream. Pharaoh had sought 
an answer from his magicians, but what they could not do, the Spirit of God enabled 
Joseph to accomplish, much like the Spirit of God brought order from watery chaos 
(Genesis 1:2).

Daily Devotion
Back in the 1980s, famous magician David Copperfield preformed an act in which he 
made his audience believe the Statue of Liberty disappeared. This feat baffled many, 
but at the end of the day, the statue remained unmoved. The art of magic dates 
back long before renowned magicians like Houdini or Copperfield took the stage. 
No matter how intricately they plan for a trick or how much time it takes them, it will 
never be more than an illusion of reality. 

During Joseph’s lifetime, leaders also tried to exhibit power and attempt control, 
but that too was only an illusion. Without the Spirit of God, these leaders could 
not properly lead. Leadership is more than leading; it is planning and planning well. 
Joseph used His God-given insight to help the people of the land prepare for what 
could have been devastating. When you are directed by the Spirit of God, your steps 
are ordered and your future is secure, no matter the famine or the chaos.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 120  121  122  123  124  125  | I Corinthians 6 DAY 3 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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GOD KNOWS THE WAY

Psalm 1:1
Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.

Biblical Insight
Psalm 1 is an introduction to the Psalter. The first psalm begins by pronouncing a 
blessing on one who delights in the law. Psalm 2 ends by pronouncing blessing on all 
who put their trust in the Son. The idea is that meditation on Scripture leads to trust 
in the Messiah. The “counsel of the ungodly . . . the way of sinners . . . the seat of the 
scornful” is a series of terms further developed in Psalm 2:1–3.

Daily Devotion
Have you ever taken directions from a person who did not seem to know where to 
go? It may sound like, “Turn right at Walmart, left at the third stop sign, do a U-turn at 
the intersection where you see a man selling tacos out of the back of his truck, drive 
two more blocks, and you will arrive.” You should probably stop taking directions 
from people who have never been where you are going. 

These kinds of instructions may eventually get you where you need to go, but there 
is often a better route. Godly counsel will help direct you where you ought to go. It 
will keep you from making wrong turns, taking dangerous roads, and ending up in 
places you do not belong. The psalmist wrote that it matters from whom you take 
instruction and with whom you sit. When you allow God and His Word to lead you to 
the right counsel, you will arrive safely.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 126  127  128  129  130  131  | I Corinthians 7 DAY 4 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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LESSON 2.3

DAY 5 
Proverbs 16:9
A man’s heart deviseth his way: but the Lord directeth his steps.

Biblical Insight
Like Proverbs 16:9, Jeremiah recognized, “O Lord, I know that the way of man is not 
in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps” (Jeremiah 10:23). People 
are helpless, apart from the gracious influence of God, to turn themselves from evil: 
“I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus; Thou hast chastised me, and 
I was chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn thou me, and I shall be 
turned; for thou art the Lord my God” (Jeremiah 31:18). Repentance—a change of 
mind, heart, and will—is nothing short of a gift of God (Acts 11:18; II Timothy 2:25).

Daily Devotion
With high hopes, a boy planned his trip to the moon in a homemade rocket ship 
constructed from some empty Amazon boxes and a pair of scissors. His intentions 
were as pure as his freckled face and curly hair. He really wanted to launch into 
space, but as much as he planned and prepared, that cardboard rocket ship was not 
going to send him into orbit. To take us where we want to go, the world often seems 
to push the concept to “follow your heart.” This concept could not be further from 
biblical truth. 

The human heart can be deceitful if not kept in check (Jeremiah 17:9). Our fleshly 
nature is to keep our focus selfishly based. Our hearts can plan our lives before 
our spirits and minds have time to pack their bags and follow. That is why it is so 
important to always allow the Lord to direct our paths and build our rocket ship. Let 
us put one foot in front of the other as we all walk home together. If we are sure to 
follow in the footsteps of our Father in every part of the journey, one day we will get 
off the ground safely. 

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 132  133  134  135  | I Corinthians 8 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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Lesson Title:
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God Knows the Way

My Prayer for the Upcoming Week
How do you want to be different because of what you have experienced today?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Scripture Focus: Genesis 41:38–40

The Lesson in Context
In the midst of all our sorrow, frustration, and even despair, we have the precious 
promise that one day we will finally see, as Joseph did, the grand and glorious 
whole of our lives as part of the divine plan: “When that which is perfect is come, 
then that which is in part shall be done away. . . . For now we see through a glass, 
darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also 
I am known” (I Corinthians 13:10, 12).

It is precisely this hope—this dream, if you will—that grants us the grace to continue 
forward in faithfulness even in the most trying circumstances. Joseph’s greatest 
wisdom was his unfailing faithfulness. For this reason the writer of Hebrews, in his 
grand tour of the Bible’s “Hall of Faith,” chose to save for last that wing showcasing 
the heroes who were tortured, mocked, scourged, imprisoned, stoned, martyred, 
ostracized, persecuted, and tormented, but who, despite—or because of—all, 
“obtained a good report through faith” (Hebrews 11:39). May their stories, along 
with the story of Joseph, inspire us all to greater faith and faithfulness. 

Group Discussion
1. Have you ever had a dream that upset you? How did it impact you the next 

day? 

2. What do you think would have happened if Joseph had decided to bargain 
with Pharaoh? Why do you think it was important for Joseph to show humility 
in that moment?

3. What are some of the most common reasons why people do not hear God 
speak to them? What changes can people make to better hear the voice of 
God?

4. Can you think of a certain time in your life when you may not have understood 
what was happening, but that moment ended up shaping who you are today?

5. Faith and faithfulness are words that get used a lot in the church. How would 
you define these concepts? How would you explain their relationship to one 
another?
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