
FOCUS VERSE: Genesis 39:2, 21 
2 And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a 
prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master 
the Egyptian.

21 But the Lord was with Joseph, and shewed him 
mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper 
of the prison.

LESSON TEXT: Genesis 37:36; 39:1–23; 40:1–23
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LESSON BIG IDEA
I will remember God 
is with me at all times.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD
God is with us 
through every one 
of life’s ups and 
downs.

THE LORD IS WITH YOU2.2
APRIL 10, 2022 SERIES 2: GOD IS WITH US
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BIBLICAL OVERVIEW
Lesson Text: Genesis 37:36; 39:1–23; 40:1–23

Depending on the translation, Potiphar may have served as the head 
of the executioners or as chief of the cooks. In either case, someone 
or something would be slaughtered. If Potiphar was the commander 
of Pharaoh’s royal executioners, he would also be the commander of 
the prison where those awaiting execution were kept (Genesis 37:36).

In Genesis 39:14, notice the careful wording of Potiphar’s wife in order 
to provoke jealousy and prejudice and assure the household staff was 
on her side. This is the second use of the term Hebrew in the Bible. 
(See also Genesis 14:13.)

The parallel wording in Genesis 39:4–6 emphasizes God’s faithfulness 
no matter the apparent circumstances (Genesis 39:22). Once Joseph 
was in prison, God connected Joseph to others for a unique purpose. 
The chief butler was responsible for the wine and beer stores of the 
Pharaoh and acted as his chief cupbearer. Both the chief butler and 
chief baker had important positions because of the ease with which 
they could introduce poison into Pharaoh’s food or drink. Both of their 
titles are found in ancient Egyptian texts (Genesis 40:2). The chief 
baker was looking for comforting words. Joseph was not a charlatan 
who told people what they wanted to hear, but an instrument of God 
who told them the truth (Genesis 40:16).

In Genesis 40:3 we see that Joseph had been imprisoned in the 
dungeons located in Potiphar’s house. The title “captain of the guard” 
is the title Potiphar held according to Genesis 37:36. The “keeper of 
the prison” in Genesis 39:22 was a superintendent of the dungeons 
under the command of the captain. Thus, Potiphar is the one who 
placed the butler and baker in Joseph’s care (Genesis 40:3–4).

The Bible never recorded Joseph interpreting a dream before this 
time. The two dreams he had while at home were interpreted by his 
brothers and his father. However, Joseph was not afraid he would 
fail because “interpretations belong to God” (Genesis 40:8). So it is 
concerning the gifts of the Spirit: “There are diversities of operations, 
but it is the same God which worketh all in all” (I Corinthians 12:6).

SERIES 2: GOD IS WITH US

ONCE JOSEPH WAS IN PRISON, GOD 
CONNECTED JOSEPH TO OTHERS FOR  
A UNIQUE PURPOSE. 49
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LESSON 2.2

Genesis 39:1–5
1 And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain 
of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the Ishmeelites, which had 
brought him down thither.
2 And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the 
house of his master the Egyptian.
3 And his master saw that the Lord was with him, and that the Lord made all that he 
did to prosper in his hand.
4 And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer 
over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand.
5 And it came to pass from the time that he had made him overseer in his house, and 
over all that he had, that the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; 
and the blessing of the Lord was upon all that he had in the house, and in the field.

Biblical Insight
Twice in these verses, Joseph was associated with the idea of prosperity. He was “a 
prosperous man” because “the Lord made all that he did to prosper.” Some translations 
use the word successful or success to capture this idea. The sense of the Hebrew word 
is “to make steady, favorable progress or succeed” (Logos Bible Software). This is 
remarkable because Joseph was essentially a slave Potiphar bought from the Ishmaelites. 
The Lord blessed Potiphar’s house “for Joseph’s sake.” Everything in Joseph’s life, as 
painful as his experiences were, happened because “God meant it for good” (Genesis 
50:20, NKJV).

Daily Devotion
You can’t keep a good man down because good people “overcome evil with good” 
(Romans 12:21). The patriarchs, prophets, and disciples all modeled this principle. 
Joseph was an Old Testament shadow of Jesus, who is our supreme example. A great 
cloud of witnesses has proven that persecution, hatred, slavery, and injustice are no 
match for the people of God. Goodness prospers in every situation. 

A church planter in New England tells the story of a time when God used an angry, foul-
mouthed landowner. The landowner felt cheated by the city, so he sold his property 
to a church because he knew they would not pay taxes to the city. The congregation 
built a church building and has been a significant influence in the region. The angry 
man did not set out to do a work for God, but God used him in spite of himself. 
That gives hope that one’s “success” is not dependent on good fortune nor on the 
goodness of other people. God can use anyone. If God can make Joseph—a slave and 
prisoner—to prosper, He can certainly prosper you.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 90  91  92  | Romans 10 DAY 1 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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THE LORD IS WITH YOU

Genesis 39:6–9
6 And he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand; and he knew not ought he had, save the 
bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured.
7 And it came to pass after these things, that his master’s wife cast her eyes upon 
Joseph; and she said, Lie with me.
8 But he refused, and said unto his master’s wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what 
is with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand;
9 There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from 
me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and 
sin against God?

Biblical Insight
Potiphar trusted Joseph completely. Potiphar concerned himself with nothing except 
the food set before him. He even trusted Joseph to be alone in his house with his wife. 
Potiphar thought his wife was as trustworthy as Joseph. But Joseph was a handsome 
man, and Potiphar’s wife attempted to seduce him. Joseph refused her advances, 
pointing out that Potiphar trusted him with all he had. This meant Potiphar trusted 
Joseph to treat his wife honorably. Besides that, Joseph could not bring himself to 
sin against God. To yield to this temptation would be great wickedness. There are 
always temptations to sin, but people of faith find strength to resist through prayer. 
Jesus taught us to pray daily, “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” 
(Matthew 6:13).

Daily Devotion
Sarah set her phone down with a groan. Her co-worker had just informed her that she 
did not want to continue with their Bible study because Sarah’s religion seemed like 
it required more commitment than she felt she could give. This was not the first time 
Sarah had felt the pain and sorrow of rejection. She collapsed to her knees and cried 
out to God, asking God to forgive her for failing again.

When her emotions were spent and she was able to sit quietly in God’s presence, she 
heard God whisper this verse: “It is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected 
me” (I Samuel 8:7, NIV). Immediately she thought of the many people who would not 
receive Jesus despite His goodness and perfection. She thought of Judas, Herod, 
Pilate, and the Jewish religious leaders who worked against Jesus. It occurred to her 
that she had not failed God. Besides, she was in good company. If men like Joseph 
and Jesus had let rejection stop them, millions of willing hearts would have been 
doomed. She purposed to ignore rejection and opposition and find another heart’s 
door on which to knock.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 93  94  95  | Romans 11 DAY 2 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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LESSON 2.2

Genesis 39:10–16
10 And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not unto 
her, to lie by her, or to be with her.
11 And it came to pass about this time, that Joseph went into the house to do his 
business; and there was none of the men of the house there within.
12 And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his garment in 
her hand, and fled, and got him out.
13 And it came to pass, when she saw that he had left his garment in her hand, and 
was fled forth,
14 That she called unto the men of her house, and spake unto them, saying, See, he 
hath brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock us; he came in unto me to lie with me, 
and I cried with a loud voice:
15 And it came to pass, when he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left 
his garment with me, and fled, and got him out.
16 And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord came home.

Biblical Insight
Potiphar’s wife did not give up on her attempt to seduce Joseph. Each day she 
renewed her effort. She finally attempted to force him physically, but he fled, leaving 
his garment behind. She lied about what had happened, telling the men of the house 
and her husband that Joseph had attempted to force her. To lie and misrepresent 
those who resist temptation is common for those thwarted in their efforts to lead 
others astray. As Solomon warned, “My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not” 
(Proverbs 1:10). 

Daily Devotion
As a young minister with a growing family in Central Texas, it almost seemed like a no-
brainer. Maybe it was even a blessing from God. He was an accountant for a growing 
company and recognized he had a ground-floor opportunity. He was being provided 
housing and could potentially be a CFO at a young age. There was just one slight 
problem: his employer’s business was family planning, and they had recently made 
the decision to start offering abortions. This was before abortion became a hot topic, 
and the company downplayed that part of their business. 

He made the difficult decision to leave the company. The company grew to become 
the biggest provider of abortions in the United States and has made billions of dollars 
taking the lives of the unborn. Its executives have milked the government, lied to the 
public, and lived lavishly. The minister spent the rest of his career as a bi-vocational 
pastor. But he kept his integrity. There is no way he could have pastored a church if 
he had not had the fortitude to let go of that position. Some things are more valuable 
than money.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 96  97  98  | Romans 12 DAY 3 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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THE LORD IS WITH YOU

Genesis 39:17–23
17 And she spake unto him according to these words, saying, The Hebrew servant, 
which thou hast brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me:
18 And it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with 
me, and fled out.
19 And it came to pass, when his master heard the words of his wife, which she spake 
unto him, saying, After this manner did thy servant to me; that his wrath was kindled.
20 And Joseph’s master took him, and put him into the prison, a place where the king’s 
prisoners were bound: and he was there in the prison.
21 But the Lord was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the 
sight of the keeper of the prison.
22 And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners that 
were in the prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it.
23 The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that was under his hand; because 
the Lord was with him, and that which he did, the Lord made it to prosper.

Biblical Insight
When Potiphar’s wife reiterated to him the lie she had already told the men of the 
house, Potiphar put Joseph in prison. Again, “the Lord was with Joseph” (Genesis 
39:2). The Lord made everything Joseph did succeed (Genesis 39:3). Whether in 
Potiphar’s house or in prison, Joseph was elevated to a place of trust, preparing him 
for the time he would be next in authority to Pharaoh. (See Genesis 41:37–45.) An 
important biblical principle was at work: “But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he 
saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble” (James 4:6).

Daily Devotion
Committing a crime and being punished is bad. Committing a crime and being 
inordinately punished is even worse. In both cases, those being punished can 
understand that their actions demanded a response. But being incarcerated based on 
a false accusation has to be one of the worst punishments because it is unwarranted 
and unjust. Yet it happens. According to the Equal Justice Initiative, 2,500 people 
have been exonerated in the United States since 1989. The average time served by 
those falsely accused people was eight years and nine months. 

It is likely the most difficult part of Joseph’s journey was not the incarceration but 
the feelings of betrayal and helplessness. Few things are more painful than being 
misunderstood or misrepresented. But Joseph was a magnificent example of character, 
trust in God, and integrity. His accuser’s evil intent caused him to shine as one of 
the brightest stars in Scripture. Potiphar’s wife’s wicked intentions forged the kind of 
character in Joseph that one day made him a great ruler. Had he given in to temptation 
or bitterness, the history of God’s people would have been dramatically changed.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 99  100  101  102  | Romans 13 DAY 4 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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Lesson Title:
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LESSON 2.2

Genesis 40:5–8
5 And they dreamed a dream both of them, each man his dream in one night, each 
man according to the interpretation of his dream, the butler and the baker of the king 
of Egypt, which were bound in the prison.
6 And Joseph came in unto them in the morning, and looked upon them, and, behold, 
they were sad.
7 And he asked Pharaoh’s officers that were with him in the ward of his lord’s house, 
saying, Wherefore look ye so sadly to day?
8 And they said unto him, We have dreamed a dream, and there is no interpreter of 
it. And Joseph said unto them, Do not interpretations belong to God? tell me them, 
I pray you.

Biblical Insight
The imprisonment of Pharaoh’s butler and baker led Joseph to utter a keen bit of 
New Testament insight. Both the butler and the baker dreamed, but neither knew the 
meaning of their dreams. Joseph said, “Do not interpretations belong to God? tell 
me them, I pray you.” When brought before Pharaoh concerning Pharaoh’s dreams, 
Joseph said, “It is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace” (Genesis 
41:16). After hearing the dreams, Joseph said, “God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is 
about to do” (Genesis 41:25). This led to Pharaoh’s observation that the Spirit of God 
was in Joseph (Genesis 41:38). One of the results of Holy Spirit baptism is that “old 
men shall dream dreams” (Acts 2:17). One of the spiritual gifts is the “interpretation of 
tongues” (I Corinthians 12:10). The same Spirit that empowered Joseph empowers us.

Daily Devotion
Desmond Doss inspired two movies: one was a documentary and the other a drama 
based on his heroics at the Battle of Hacksaw Ridge. The battle took place on the 
island of Okinawa in the spring of 1945. Doss is credited with saving the lives of 
seventy-five wounded soldiers by crawling to them, dragging them to the edge of a 
cliff, and lowering them to medics below.

Many who see the documentary do not know that Doss was a Seventh Day Adventist 
who joined the war as a conscientious objector. Because of his convictions, he never 
carried a weapon. As a result, his fellow soldiers and officer considered him a coward 
and a liability, but he turned out to be the kind of guy who put others first. 

So it was with Joseph. Although he had troubles of his own, he let God minister to 
his fellow prisoners. He did so out of kindness, and God allowed Joseph to interpret 
the butler’s dream and the baker’s dream to connect Joseph to Pharoah, who would 
eventually bring him out of prison into a life of royalty. Whom can you help today?

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 103  104  | Romans 14 DAY 5 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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2.2
LESSON

 
PARTICIPANT'S GUIDE 

Lesson Title:
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The Lord Is with You

My Prayer for the Upcoming Week
How do you want to be different because of what you have experienced today?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Scripture Focus: Genesis 39:2, 21

The Lesson in Context
The story of Joseph in Potiphar’s house and in prison shows us Joseph at his lowest 
points. He sunk lower . . . and lower yet again. In every sense that mattered, Joseph 
went beyond the “breaking point.” The trauma and disappointment he experienced 
were more than enough to break even the most buoyant, optimistic spirit. Yet 
Joseph survived. How? What was his secret? 

It turns out that the secret was not really his but God’s. Joseph survived because 
God remained committed to His purpose for Joseph’s life and, therefore, remained 
present even in worse-than-the-worst circumstances. More often than not, God’s 
presence gets us through troubled times rather than out of them. As Joseph’s life 
shows us, our troubles sweeten the sense of God’s presence. The difficulty of life 
that threatens to break us ends up becoming our strength for the next challenge 
we face. Wherever you are and whatever you face, knowing that God is with you is 
all you need to overcome and become the person God has designed for you to be.

Group Discussion
1. In what ways do our successes reflect God’s faithfulness as they did for 

Joseph?

2. In his encounter with Potiphar’s wife, Joseph was essentially offered a 
tempting shortcut to get ahead in his career. Why do you think people are 
always looking for shortcuts to success and prosperity? What is the flaw in 
that kind of thinking?

3. Is it right to say God “needs” us to be faithful in order to accomplish His will? 
Why or why not?

4. Do you believe God still speaks through dreams? Has God ever spoken to you 
in a dream? How do you determine whether a dream was sent by God?

5. What do you do in difficult times to remind yourself God is with you?
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