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FOCUS VERSE: Psalm 27:4-5 
4 One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek 
after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the 
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and 
to enquire in his temple.
5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his 
pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide 
me; he shall set me up upon a rock.

LESSON TEXT:  Psalm 27:1–14; 84:1–4

MARCH 27, 2022

SEEK TO HIDE

SERIES 1: OUR HIDING PLACE

1.4
LESSON BIG IDEA
I will seek the Lord 
and find refuge in 
His presence.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD
God is our protector.
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BIBLICAL OVERVIEW
Lesson Text: Psalm 27:1–14; 84:1–4

SERIES 1: OUR HIDING PLACE

Psalm 27 continues the theme established in Psalm 23 concerning the 
Lord’s return to His temple. (Compare Psalm 27:4–6 with Psalm 23:6; 
24:3, 7–9; 25:4; 26:6, 8.)

Compare Psalm 27:11 with Psalm 25:4. These verses link this section of 
Psalms with the millennial prophecy concerning the house of the Lord in 
Isaiah 2:3. The psalms of David were written before Isaiah, of course, but 
they were placed in the Psalter to develop the theme of the Messiah’s 
return to the temple of the Lord from where He will rule. A description of 
the millennial temple may be seen in Ezekiel 40–47:12. The significance 
of the connection between this section of Psalms and the Messiah’s 
entry into the millennial temple is seen by comparing Psalm 24:7–10 
with Ezekiel 43:1–2, 4, 7; 44:1–2. As the relevant texts in Psalms are 
compared with the relevant texts in Ezekiel, the significance of the cry 
“Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors” 
may be seen. The glory of the God of Israel enters the Temple by the 
eastern gate. The Temple is the place of His throne and where He will 
dwell. After He enters the eastern gate, it is shut so that no one else can 
enter by it. Further connections may be seen by comparing Psalm 24:3 
with Ezekiel 43:12. The architectural details of the millennial temple that 
Ezekiel described differed significantly from the Tabernacle of Moses 
and from Solomon’s Temple. The service itself differed. Although there 
were similarities, Ezekiel took great pains to distinguish the millennial 
temple from previous forms of the house of the Lord. One reason for this 
may have been to indicate clearly that the building of a temple for the 
millennial era will not signal a return to the law of Moses. The Millennium 
is about the New Covenant; it is not a revival of the Old Covenant. (See, 
for example, Jeremiah 31:31–34; Isaiah 2:1–5; 11:1–10.)

A few final notes about Psalm 27 are hopeful. In the messianic context of 
the Psalter, it is significant that faith prevented David from losing heart 
(Psalm 27:13). For a development of the theme of waiting on the Lord, 
compare Psalm 27:14 with Psalm 25:3, 21.

This week’s study also includes Psalm 84, one of eleven psalms associated 
with the sons of Korah, a family who ministered in music during the days 
of David, Solomon, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, and Josiah. (See I Chronicles 
6:33; 15:16–17, 19; 16:41–42; 25:1–7; II Chronicles 5:11–14; 20:19; 29:14–19; 
35:15–18.) Gittith refers to a musical instrument of uncertain identity; 
it appears in the superscriptions of Psalm 8, 81, and 84. Psalm 84 is 
a pilgrimage psalm expressing the delight of those on their way to a 
festival at the Tabernacle of the Lord.

“LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, O YE GATES; AND  
BE YE LIFT UP, YE EVERLASTING DOORS”
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LESSON 1.4

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________

Psalm 27:1–3
1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the Lord is the strength of 
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my 
flesh, they stumbled and fell.
3 Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war 
should rise against me, in this will I be confident.

Biblical Insight
Psalm 27 begins with recognition of the reality of enemies. There is no need, however, 
to fear darkness, for the Lord is the light. There is no need to fear defeat, for the 
Lord is salvation (deliverance). There is no need to fear weakness, for the Lord is 
strength. David’s reference to the stumbling of his enemies could include the theme 
of Absalom’s rebellion in Psalms 3–7. Many believers experience darkness, fear, and 
weakness. We have enemies. We struggle to maintain confidence in the face of war. 
But the next three verses give us good reason not to yield to negative emotions.

Daily Devotion
His eyes were closed tightly, and his fingers were pressed firmly in his ears. As far 
as he was concerned, if he did not see it and could not hear his mother nagging, he 
would not have to get into the tub for his dreaded bath. Personal hygiene seemed like 
such a bother, so he kept hoping his mother would finally give up and let him off the 
hook. Fortunately for those around him, his mother won the war of wills. He would 
later admit to himself that it felt good to be squeaky clean. If only there were some 
way to live clean without the torture of a bath.

We smile at the thought processes of little boys who fight to avoid the bathtub, but 
we often close our own eyes to the mess of life as we wish for a world with no pain or 
injustice. We plug our ears to a God who bids us take up our cross as we hope for an 
easy path to Heaven. Although we eventually learn that the world is full of troubles, 
God has provided a way through it all. We can be confident that life will not be easy, 
but our journey will be successful if we allow our God to be our salvation.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 62  63  64  | Romans 1 DAY 1 
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SEEK TO HIDE

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________

Psalm 27:4–6
4 One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
enquire in his temple.
5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle 
shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock.
6 And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore 
will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto 
the Lord.

Biblical Insight
Rather than giving way to fear, David focused on his desire to dwell in the house of the 
Lord permanently, to behold the Lord’s beauty (delightfulness), and to inquire of Him 
in His Temple. The nature of this inquiry is seen in Psalms 25–26. The consequence of 
being hidden by the Lord in His house is victory over one’s enemies. For David, this 
victory resulted in offering a New Covenant kind of sacrifice: shouts of joy and songs 
of praise. (Compare with Hebrews 13:15.)

Daily Devotion
Two men sat side by side in the somewhat cramped economy section of the Airbus 
A380. Eric had only spoken a few words to Jerome, who had been huddled in the 
window seat for two hours. However, Jerome’s nervousness and shortness of breath 
prompted Eric to finally ask how his seatmate was doing. He discovered they were 
both headed to Paris for the first time in their lives. Four hundred fifty other travelers 
were also making the transatlantic flight, but few seemed as worried as Jerome.

Jerome reassured Eric that he was physically okay, but he had a fear of flying, although 
no one he knew had ever been in a flying accident. Still he could not seem to calm 
his own nerves. Eric explained that he conquered his fear by making a choice to 
experience everything that came his way in life (good or bad) rather than fear what 
he might experience in life. Paris awaited them both. One was on an adventure, but 
the other was only enduring a journey. Their quality of life was primarily determined 
by their mindsets. Take a moment to evaluate your outlook and ask God to give you 
joy and fresh perspective for your journey.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 65  66  67  | Romans 2 DAY 2 
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LESSON 1.4

Psalm 27:7–10
7 Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me.
8 When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, Lord, will I 
seek.
9 Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger: thou hast been my 
help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.
10 When my father and my mother forsake me, then the Lord will take me up.

Biblical Insight
Psalm 27:7 is a plea for answered prayer; specifically, it is a cry for mercy. This thread 
of thought connects with Psalms 23:6; 25:6–7, 10, 16. When the Lord called David to 
seek His face, David’s response shows that he was a man after God’s own heart. (See 
I Samuel 13:14.) Psalm 27:9 contains the words of a specific prayer, a plea not to be 
forsaken by God. The Lord will not forsake those who seek His face. 

Daily Devotion
The Civil War was an extremely trying time for the United States. The then hated, 
now beloved, Abraham Lincoln stood at America’s helm. American presidents are 
entrusted with a great deal of authority. Another Abraham, Abraham Lower, was a 
sergeant in the 72nd Regiment of Pennsylvania who understood that power. With the 
help of a friend, he appealed to the president’s mercy, and it changed his life.

In 2015, a letter to Mr. Lower dated August 4, 1863 (written in the hand of Secretary 
John Hay and signed by President Abraham Lincoln) was appraised at $15,000. It 
later sold in a private auction. It was Mr. Lincoln’s graceful response to a letter from 
Lower, who was incarcerated in Pennsylvania for desertion. Lower had explained he 
deserted because his family was destitute. Being a big-hearted man and weary of all 
the killing, President Lincoln granted a pardon, and his grace was forever captured in 
the letter mentioned above. 

In Psalm 27 the psalmist understood God’s grace and made a similar plea for help. 
When asking God, there is no risk, just the likely possibility that God will be lavish with 
His love.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 68  69  | Romans 3 DAY 3 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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SEEK TO HIDE

Psalm 27:11–14
11 Teach me thy way, O Lord, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies.
12 Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false witnesses are risen up 
against me, and such as breathe out cruelty.
13 I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living.
14 Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, 
I say, on the Lord.

Biblical Insight
In addition to the connection between Psalm 27:11 and Psalm 25:4, there is a 
connection between Psalm 27:11 and Psalm 26:12. The words even in Psalm 26:12 and 
plain in Psalm 27:11 are both translated from the Hebrew miyshor. The kind of path 
David prayed to be led in according to Psalm 27:11 was the kind of place he confessed 
to stand in according to Psalm 26:12. The words of David offer encouragement to all 
who read the psalms to “wait on the Lord.” Contextually, this means to wait in faith 
(Psalm 27:13). Waiting in faith will result in “good courage” and strength of heart.

Daily Devotion
Tyrone shifted his weight on the hard, rocky ground and grumbled, “I doubt it will 
show up.” 

“Oh, it’ll be here alright,” his girlfriend retorted. “People have been seeing it since 
two hundred years before Christ, and it shows up about every seventy-five years. My 
science teacher showed me the charts. As long as the sky is clear, we will see Halley’s 
Comet tonight.”

Minutes later they were in awe at the magnificent light show. Periodic comets like 
Halley are not as predictable and reliable as the seasons or the sunrise, but we wait 
patiently for them because they have proven to be faithful. We have years of evidence. 
Millions of people have witnessed their appearances. People wait for them with great 
expectation.

God is even more trustworthy. He has been vetted longer and by more people than any 
natural phenomenon. His Word and His character have been tested and scrutinized 
for centuries. At times believers may grow weary waiting to see the hand of God in 
their lives, but He is more real and more reliable than anything or anyone else in the 
universe. We can choose to wait in worry or in faith. 

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 70  71  72  | Romans 4 DAY 4

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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Lesson Title:
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LESSON 1.4

DAY 5 
Psalm 84:1–4
1 How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts!
2 My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord: my heart and my flesh 
crieth out for the living God.
3 Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she 
may lay her young, even thine altars, O Lord of hosts, my King, and my God.
4 Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still praising thee. Selah.

Biblical Insight
The sons of Korah were responsible for the music ministry associated with the Temple 
built by Solomon. This psalm exalts the place where the Lord dwells: His tabernacle, 
His courts, His altars, and His house. There is a place here for one’s soul, heart, and 
flesh. There is even a place for the sparrow and the swallow. Those who dwell in the 
house of the Lord will instinctively live a life of praise. We should keep in mind that 
this is a psalm (song) for the sons of Korah. Songs that honor and glorify the Lord are 
irreplaceable components for a life of spiritual victory.

Daily Devotion
Perhaps as he sat near the Tent of Meeting searching for inspiration, he noticed the 
swallows coming and going. They had likely found an overhang or a place on the altar 
suitable for their nest. Together, the pair of birds would use more than one thousand 
mud pellets to build their nest. It would take them a couple of weeks to prepare the 
refuge in which they would raise their young. Seeing the bird’s nest at the Tabernacle 
of God triggered a thought in the heart of the psalmist. He too wanted to dwell in the 
house of God where his soul found safety.

When a church is healthy, there is no place better to dwell. How inspiring it is to worship 
and pray in a place where God’s Spirit is evident. There is no better environment in 
which to raise children than in a church where God is obeyed and people truly love 
one another. The pure in heart look forward to their time in the house of God. Those 
who labor to maintain a place of worship provide a refuge—a safe place to bask in 
His presence.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 73  74  | Romans 5 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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LESSON

 
PARTICIPANT'S GUIDE 

Lesson Title:

39

Seek to Hide

My Prayer for the Upcoming Week
How do you want to be different because of what you have experienced today?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Scripture Focus: Psalm 27:4–5

The Lesson in Context
Sometimes we as Christians act a bit like the security guards at the Sistine Chapel. 
As hundreds of visitors crane their necks to look up for the first time at the majesty 
and beauty painted on the walls and ceiling, these guards seem oblivious to it. They 
keep their eyes on the crowd and any time they think they see a camera, they bark, 
“No photo! No photo!” They have become so accustomed to the beauty that they 
do not even notice it anymore. They ignore the glory in favor of simply enforcing the 
rules. God help us not to take His beauty for granted. Think of all the people in the 
world who do not know God. They do not know what it is like to stand, raise their 
hands, worship, and feel the beautiful Spirit of God flood through them. They do not 
know the peace Jesus can pour into their souls. 

Besides that, the awareness of God’s beauty is a source of protection in and of itself. 
Most of the trouble in our lives comes from sin, and most sin is a result of thinking 
what the devil and the world have to offer is more attractive than what God has to 
offer. But if we truly stay close to God and aware of His beauty, everything else will 
fade into the background. As the old hymn says, “The things of this world will grow 
strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace.” Nothing else can turn our heads as 
long as we are focused on Jesus’ beauty. 

Group Discussion
1. How can we recapture our passion for the presence and beauty of God?

2. Why do we often focus on the struggles around us more than we focus on 
God? 

3. What are some of the struggles in your life that have caused you fear? How 
did you respond to that fear?

4. Describe a time when you focused on God rather than your struggles.

5. What does it look like when the things of this world grow “strangely dim” in 
the light of God’s glory and grace?
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