
FOCUS VERSE: Psalm 100:4 
Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless 
his name.

LESSON TEXT: Psalm 96:1–13; 100:1–5

24

GREATLY TO BE PRAISED

SERIES 1: OUR HIDING PLACE

LESSON BIG IDEA
I will praise and 
bless the name of 
the Lord.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD
God is worthy to 
be worshiped and 
praised.

MARCH 20, 2022

1.3
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BIBLICAL OVERVIEW
Lesson Text: Psalm 96:1–13; 100:1–5

Psalm 96 is a near duplicate of I Chronicles 16:23–33. It celebrates the 
universal reign of the Lord (verses 1, 3, 5, 10, 13), acknowledging Him as 
Creator in contrast to the “gods of the nations,” which are “nonentities” 
(’eliyl, translated “idols”).

The statement “the glory due unto his name” is in keeping with Scripture’s 
theology of name (Psalm 96:8). Phrases like this identify God with His 
name. “His name” is a reference to God Himself. To give glory to “his 
name” is to give glory to Him.

The glory “due unto his name” is the glory that is due Him because 
of His character, identity, and works. Contextually, this has to do with 
His authority over all creation. The command to “worship the Lord in 
the beauty of holiness” means to “worship the Lord in the splendor 
of holiness.” The Septuagint translates this verse: “Bring to the Lord 
glory, due to his name; worship the Lord in his holy court.” It may seem 
strange to think that a phrase translated “beauty of holiness” from the 
Hebrew text would be translated “holy court” from the Greek text. But an 
examination of other texts where this terminology is used suggests the 
accuracy of the Septuagint as a dynamic equivalence. First Chronicles 
16:29 is similar to verse 8: “Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name: bring an offering, and come before him: worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness.” This is in the context of the return of the Ark of the 
Covenant to the tent David prepared for it in Jerusalem (I Chronicles 
16:1). To worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness is connected with 
worshiping the Lord in the proximity of the Ark. Psalm 96:7–9 connects 
the “beauty of holiness” clearly with worshiping in the courts of the 
Temple. The phrase “beauty of holiness” is a poetic description of the 
courtyard of the Temple of the Lord.

Similarly, the call to praise and service in Psalm 100:1–3 identifies God 
(Elohim) as Jehovah (Lord), the Creator. Also, as in Psalm 96:2, the 
phrase “bless his name” (Psalm 100:4) underscores the theology of 
name. To be thankful unto the Lord is to bless His name. (See also 
Psalm 99:6.)

SERIES 1: OUR HIDING PLACE

THE GLORY “DUE UNTO HIS NAME” IS THE 
GLORY THAT IS DUE HIM BECAUSE OF HIS 
CHARACTER, IDENTITY, AND WORKS. 25
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LESSON 1.3

Psalm 96:1–3
1 O sing unto the Lord a new song: sing unto the Lord, all the earth.
2 Sing unto the Lord, bless his name; shew forth his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders among all people.

Biblical Insight
The three references to singing in Psalm 96:1–2 are imperatives, not suggestions. 
Although it is good to sing about the Lord, these are commands to sing to the Lord. 
Such singing blesses His name, shows forth the salvation He provides, and declares 
His glory. This is not merely done in private; it is to be done among all people, 
Gentiles as well as Jews. This Old Testament passage reminds us of Ephesians 5:19 
and Colossians 3:16, where psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs are to be sung to the 
Lord. Singing in this manner has the effect of teaching and admonishing one another.

Daily Devotion
For two decades, Floridian Jerry Stevens has been scribbling in the sky. In 2018 he 
gained the attention of the Naples Daily News when he wrote “Love God” above their 
city using a retrofitted crop-dusting plane. Stevens said he was standing in church 
one Sunday when God told him to put his flying talents to good use. Now he writes 
messages seven miles long and three-quarters of a mile high, declaring the love of 
God to millions of people in Florida. 

You may have heard the sad story of a father who never said “I love you” to his 
children, or you may have heard someone who lost a loved one lament that they 
hadn’t expressed their love enough when their loved one was alive. Life is too short 
not to say some things out loud. We need to say some things expressively and lavishly. 
Saying it out loud does something that takes the sentiments of the speaker and the 
hearer to new dimensions. 

No one deserves our outspoken adoration like the Creator who became our Savior. 
Declaring His glory will change you, others, and the spirit world. Take time today to 
declare His greatness.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 44  45  46  | Acts 25 DAY 1 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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GREATLY TO BE PRAISED

Psalm 96:4–8
4 For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised: he is to be feared above all gods.
5 For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the Lord made the heavens.
6 Honour and majesty are before him: strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.
7 Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people, give unto the Lord glory and 
strength.
8 Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come into 
his courts. 

Biblical Insight
The Lord is to be feared, for He is the Creator. All other “gods” are merely lifeless 
idols. Because the Lord is the Creator, all people, regardless of ethnic origins, are to 
give Him glory and strength. It may be difficult to imagine how humans could give 
strength to God. The word translated give is an imperative, but how can we do this? 
Words have a range of meaning, and this word can mean “ascribe.” Only the Lord 
is glorious and strong, so we can attribute those qualities to Him. Since idols are 
“nothings,” they have no glory nor strength.

Daily Devotion
Baal was declared to be the God of fertility, lightning, and rain. Backslidden Israel 
was led by Jezebel and Ahab, who foolishly ascribed those powers to this imaginary 
god. As a result, God withheld rain for three years. Then Elijah called them out on 
their shameful propaganda and proved that Jehovah was the God of fire and of rain. 
For one historic day, God sent fire from Heaven and then sent rain to end a drought. 
The people who witnessed these wonders gave God the glory He deserved as the 
prophets of Baal and Asherah were put to death. 

God was and has always been the only true God, but His people failed to ascribe to 
Him those characteristics that make Him God. He was God, but He was not their God. 
Humanity cannot give God glory and strength, but we ascribe glory and strength to 
Him by acknowledging who He is and what He has done. When we acknowledge who 
God is in our lives, we release Him to be our God.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 47  48  49  | Acts 26 DAY 2

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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LESSON 1.3

Psalm 96:9–13 
9 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: fear before him, all the earth.
10 Say among the heathen that the Lord reigneth: the world also shall be established 
that it shall not be moved: he shall judge the people righteously.
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the fulness 
thereof.
12 Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all the trees of the wood 
rejoice
13 Before the Lord: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the 
world with righteousness, and the people with his truth.

Biblical Insight
The worship offered to the Lord through songs is a testimony to Gentiles that only 
the Lord is the true God. Creation worships Him, and everyone should know He will 
come to judge all people. Texts like this look forward to the Scriptures that conclude 
the Canon, like Revelation 19–20. The “new song” of Psalm 96:1 anticipates the “new 
song” of Revelation 14:3.

Daily Devotion
Some sources report George Washington’s contemporaries begged the president 
to serve a third term, but he refused. His refusal was indicative of why they were 
so eager to have him continue as their president. He was a benevolent ruler. The 
colonists were so tired of being ruled by unaccountable sovereigns that they were 
delighted to follow a leader who did not lord it over them. 

The Message paraphrase renders Proverbs 29:2, “When good people run things, 
everyone is glad, but when the ruler is bad, everyone groans.” When God is allowed 
to run things, everyone is blessed. When earthly rulers, bosses, ministers, and parents 
operate on godly principles, everyone wins. That means each of us has the potential 
of bringing goodness and rejoicing to others. We simply need to let God flow through 
us to people we lead through love, forgiveness, kindness, and righteousness. We are 
the portals through which Heaven flows to touch earth. When we let God reign in all 
we do, even the heathen will rejoice.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 50  51  52  | Acts 27 DAY 3 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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GREATLY TO BE PRAISED

Psalm 100:1–2
1 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.
2 Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing.

Biblical Insight
The opening verses of Psalm 100 mirror those of Psalm 96. Here, singing is again 
associated within worship and entrance into the presence of the Lord. As in Psalm 96, 
singing is not just a private, isolated act. The people of all lands, which would include 
Gentiles, are to engage in making “a joyful noise.” Joy. Gladness. These are the right 
attitudes for coming into the presence of God. 

Daily Devotion
Sarah sat nervously in the break room on her first day on the job as her manager 
explained the company mission and job expectations. Those in the room were training 
to be cashiers, but she was surprised at the considerable length of time spent talking 
about their attitude. Why would a multi-billion-dollar company care if their lowest 
paid employees were smiling or exchanging pleasantries? But the managers and 
owners were keenly aware of why this was important. A pleasant atmosphere and 
cheerful employees make all the difference. Advice like, “Smile at the customer and 
say, ‘Have a nice day,’” not only makes for a better work environment, but it makes for 
higher company profits.

If we can be cheerful for an employer, let us be cheerful as we serve the Lord? If a 
cashier can choose to overlook grouchy customers and create a pleasant atmosphere, 
believers can choose to overlook offenses to focus on the many wonderful blessings 
God has given. Joyful noises, gladness, and singing make everyone’s life better and 
give great honor to our deserving King. Sing your favorite worship song to make a 
joyful noise to God.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 53  54  55  56  57  58 DAY 4

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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Lesson Title:
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LESSON 1.3

DAY 5 
Psalm 100:3–5
3 Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; 
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful 
unto him, and bless his name.
5 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.

Biblical Insight
In addition to joy and gladness, we should enter the presence of the Lord with 
thanksgiving and praise. We are to “bless his name.” The sense of the word translated 
bless is that we are to “speak words of excellence” about His name (Logos Bible 
Software). It will not be difficult to find such words, for the Lord is good, His mercy is 
everlasting, and His faithfulness is eternal.

Daily Devotion
It was a beautiful and memorable celebration. A great host of people assembled 
from around the world to memorialize the life of a worthy leader. Speakers told of 
a long life of selflessness and ministry. The speeches and songs brought tears and 
laughter. As friends and loved ones reminisced, they told the back stories of his 
heroics and humanity. The ceremony left everyone feeling blessed for having known 
the deceased, even though his life included pain and shortcomings. That funeral was 
a beautiful celebration of life—the life of someone who was no longer with us.

We have an even greater life to celebrate. We have a name to celebrate that is above 
all others. Our celebration of God will not only bless us, but it will allow His greatness 
to be passed on to the next generation. Our celebration will trigger celebration in 
others and set the tone for our family gatherings and church events. We can celebrate 
Him, knowing that He is without fault and without equal. That is how we can create 
beautiful and memorable times of worship.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 59  60  61  | Acts 28 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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LESSON

 
PARTICIPANT'S GUIDE 

Lesson Title:
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Greatly to Be Praised

1.3

My Prayer for the Upcoming Week
How do you want to be different because of what you have experienced today?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Scripture Focus: Psalm 100:4

The Lesson in Context
Think for a moment about how important it is that the Lord is good. God is all 
powerful. Imagine if He were evil instead of good? What if God were cruel or 
capricious, like the false gods of many nations in history? Who would survive? 
What would our lives look like? But instead, over and over the Bible assures us 
the Lord is good. He gives goods gifts to His children. He sends rain—a symbol of 
blessing—on the just and the unjust. He makes the sun to shine on both, because 
He wants all people to know He loves them: “Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning” (James 1:17). Every good thing in life 
comes from the Lord. 

“Praise the Lord” is a common greeting among church people, but perhaps we have 
become so familiar with the words that we have forgotten the reason behind them. 
Take some time today to count your blessings. Think about the times God has been 
good to you and brought you through. Let us praise Him because God is good.

Group Discussion
1. Can you think of a time when you worshiped God despite a bad situation? 

How did you manage to do so? How did it turn out?

2. What is your favorite way to worship God and why?

3. What is your favorite reason to praise and worship God?

4. How does this concept of holiness—living according to God’s original intentions 
for our lives—help us live right and bring glory to Him?

5. What is one thing you can praise the Lord for today?
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