
WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
God commands everyone everywhere to repent. This is without 
exception. All have sinned, so all must repent. There is no excuse. God 
expects you and me to repent of our sins. Repentance is not just saying, 
“I’m sorry.” It is a little more involved. We may not overcome a sin issue 
right away; that is why it is important, at times, for us to confess our 
sins to our parents or a spiritual leader who can help us overcome. We 
need to challenge ourselves not just to say we are sorry, but to truly 
and fully repent.

God calls everyone to repent.
TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

THE CALL 
TO REPENTANCE

SERIES AIM 
Through Jesus' 
sacrifice, we can 
experience repentance, 
baptism, and the Holy 
Ghost, which gives us 
power to overcome 
the world.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Matthew 3:1–11; Mark 
1:1–5; 2:1–17; Acts 17:30

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I will repent of my 
sins.

SERIES 3: YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN

3.2
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THE cALL TO REPENTANcE

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///
The following questions, devotions, and action points can be used any way you feel comfortable. 
We suggest using a journal, the notes app on your phone, or the spaces provided in this daily 
devotional book to take notes, write answers, and make lists. The purpose of this resource is to give 
you a space to interact with the Word of God and reflect on what you learn from that experience.

///  What does repentance mean to you? 

///  Why is confession critical to repentance? 

///  Why did Jesus come to the earth primarily for sinners instead 
of the righteous? 

///  How is repentance more than saying, “I’m sorry”? What else is 
required for it to be genuine repentance?
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///

LESSON 3.2

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
EVERYONE MUST REPENT

MONDAY, MAY 16

Read Matthew 3:1–2. 
In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, and saying, Repent 
ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

When we read about John the Baptist, it’s hard not to think, That was one crazy dude! He lived in 
the wilderness, wore leather and camel’s hair, and ate locusts and wild honey. And if that wasn’t 
enough, he preached one of the most unpopular messages a person could preach: “Repent!” John 
knew the Messiah was coming and the people would not be ready to receive the Messiah unless 
they repented. It is dangerous to try to receive Jesus without repenting. It is not His job to change; 
it is ours. 

Jr. High ///  What do you think John looked like? Draw a picture of him preaching.

Sr. High ///  Why do you think John preached in the wilderness instead of in 
the city? Write down your thoughts; then consider looking in some 
commentaries to get other thoughts on the subject.

TUESDAY, MAY 17

Read Matthew 3:8–11. 
Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: and think not to say within yourselves, We have 
Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children 
unto Abraham. And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. I indeed baptize you with 
water unto repentance. but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not 
worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.

“Who’s your daddy?” In the 90s when I was growing up, this became a popular question used to 
try to intimidate others. I always thought it was kind of weird. What does it matter who my father 
is? Whether I can beat you in a pickup game of basketball or not has nothing to do with who 
my parents may be. Well, John was talking to a group of people who thought they were special 
because they were descended from Abraham. John’s point was that our parentage does not matter 
if we are not truly pursuing God. God has no grandchildren; He only has sons and daughters. 

Jr. High ///  Why do you think our fruit (the things we do) matters more to God 
than our heritage (who we come from)? Write down your thoughts.

Sr. High ///  Do you think it is harder to repent if your family has been in church for 
many generations or if you are just coming out of the world? Why do 
you think so? Write down your thoughts.
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THE cALL TO REPENTANcE

EVERYONE MUST REPENT
WEDNESDAY, MAY 18

Read Mark 1:4–5. 
John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of 
sins. And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all 
baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins.

can you imagine if, when you were baptized in Jesus’ name, you had to declare to the 
congregation everything you had done wrong in your life? How awkward would that be? Yet 
these verses tell us John’s converts had to confess their sins when they were baptized. Although 
I certainly don’t think I could stand in front of a room of people and share my worst mistakes, 
confession is still important. We all need to find someone who is a spiritual leader in our lives 
to whom we can make confession. That person can help us overcome those things and keep us 
accountable for growing.

Jr. High ///  Who are a few people you would trust with confession? Write 
down their names. Make sure they are spiritual leaders, not peers or 
nonbelievers.

Sr. High ///  Who is a spiritual leader you can trust with confession? Reach out and 
ask this person to help you be accountable for the mistakes you make. 

THURSDAY, MAY 19

Read Mark 2:1–5. 
And again he entered into capernaum after some days; and it was noised that he was in the 
house. And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to 
receive them, no, not so much as about the door: and he preached the word unto them. And 
they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four. And when they 
could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when 
they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay. When Jesus saw 
their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.

Imagine you saved up for months for the latest video game console. You were excited about 
going to get it. Your parents drove you to the store and you asked for the console. As the cashier 
was ringing you up, though, you noticed that instead of the console, he was giving you a new flat 
screen and a surround sound system. “That wasn’t what I purchased,” you say. “No, it’s not. You’re 
going to get the console, but I want you to have this first.” That must be how the person sick of the 
palsy felt. Jesus was going to heal his body, but before that, Jesus healed his spirit. Jesus doesn’t 
leave us half-broken; He fixes us all the way!

Jr. High ///  What is the best unexpected gift you’ve ever received? Write about 
receiving this gift.

Sr. High ///  Why do you think Jesus forgave the man’s sins before He healed the man? 
Share your thoughts with a friend and get your friend’s thoughts too.
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//////

LESSON 3.2LESSON 3.2

EVERYONE MUST REPENT
FRIDAY, MAY 20

Read Mark 2:13–15. 
And he went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude resorted unto him, and he taught 
them. And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of custom, and 
said unto him, Follow me. And he arose and followed him. And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat 
at meat in his house, many publicans and sinners sat also together with Jesus and his disciples: 
for there were many, and they followed him.

Talk to any adult about taxes, and you’ll quickly learn that taxes are not a favorite subject. Most 
people who have a job feel like they pay too much in taxes, but at least those taxes are legal. People 
like Levi (Matthew) typically overcharged people and pocketed the difference. This was the person 
Jesus called to be His disciple. Jesus looked past Matthew’s flaws and saw what he could become. 
Jesus does the same for you and me when we repent. 

Jr. High ///  Why do you think so many sinful people followed Jesus? Write down 
your thoughts.

Sr. High ///  Do a Bible study to learn about the other eleven disciples and their 
backgrounds. Why do you think Jesus chose those twelve?

SATURDAY, MAY 21

Read Mark 2:16–17. 
And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto his 
disciples, How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners? When Jesus heard it, 
he saith unto them, They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

Imagine you are at the doctor’s office with a sore throat. She is giving you an exam to try to figure 
out what is wrong. As she does, a nurse comes into the room and says, “Doctor, why are you 
hanging out with all these sick people? Shouldn’t you be hanging out with other doctors instead?” 
Sounds crazy, right? If a nurse had that mindset, it would be because the nurse forgot the purpose 
of the profession: to help sick people get well. Unfortunately, the religious leaders of Jesus’ day 
forgot their purpose. They were there to help the spiritually sick get well, not to make them feel 
worse. When you meet people who need Jesus, remember your purpose is to help them find 
healing, not to make them feel bad for the mistakes they have made.

Jr. High ///  Who is someone you would like to reach with the gospel? Write down 
that person’s name and take time to pray for that person.

Sr. High ///  Who is someone you would like to reach with the gospel? Call or text 
that person and set up a time to hang out. While you’re spending 
time together, look for an opportunity to talk about God or invite that 
person to church.
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NOTES///

THE cALL TO REPENTANcE
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