
WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
God is gracious to us in that when our dreams die, it often gives birth 
to something beautiful happening in our lives. God knows how to take 
what is meant for evil and make it into something good. We must 
surrender our past to God and allow Him to make something beautiful 
out of our brokenness. Like the beautiful Kintsugi artwork we talked 
about at the beginning of this lesson, God will take all of our tragedies 
and turn them into triumphs, if we simply trust in Him.

God knows how to take what is meant 
for evil and make something good out of it.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

BEAUTY FROM 
THE BROKEN

SERIES AIM 
Joseph’s story shows 
us God’s faithfulness 
and how He directs 
the course of our lives.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Genesis 45:1–28; 
46:26–34

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I will surrender my 
past to God and 
allow Him to make 
something beautiful 
out of my brokenness.

SERIES 2: GOD IS WITH US

2.4
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BEAUTY FROM THE BROKEN

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///
The following questions, devotions, and action points can be used any way you feel comfortable. 
We suggest using a journal, the notes app on your phone, or the spaces provided in this daily 
devotional book to take notes, write answers, and make lists. The purpose of this resource is to give 
you a space to interact with the Word of God and reflect on what you learn from that experience.

///  What are some ways Joseph tested his brothers? What did he 
learn from testing them?

///  Why do you think Joseph was able to forgive his brothers?

///  Why did Joseph’s brothers become fearful after their father’s 
death?

///  What was Joseph’s perspective on all the trials he faced in his life?
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///

LESSON 2.4

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
MAKING GOOD FROM EVIL

MONDAY, MAY 2

Read Genesis 42:6–8. 
And Joseph was the governor over the land, and he it was that sold to all the people of the land: 
and Joseph’s brethren came, and bowed down themselves before him with their faces to the 
earth. And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made himself strange unto them, 
and spake roughly unto them; and he said unto them, Whence come ye? And they said, From 
the land of canaan to buy food. And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not him. 

This almost plays out like a scene from a good book or movie. Joseph had a chance to get his 
secret revenge for all that his brothers had put him through. Instead, Joseph used this situation 
to determine their hearts. He wanted to see if they felt bad about their actions. Rather than take 
revenge, Joseph looked for repentance. Joseph’s reaction demonstrated his integrity. We should 
want to see people get right with God more than we want to get even with them.

Jr. High ///  How do you think you would have felt if you were one of Joseph’s 
brothers? Write down your thoughts.

Sr. High ///  Why do you think Joseph was able to suppress a desire for revenge? 
Write down your thoughts.

TUESDAY, MAY 3

Read Genesis 45:3–5. 
And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren could 
not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence. And Joseph said unto his brethren, 
come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom 
ye sold into Egypt. Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me 
hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life. 

I think if I were one of Joseph’s brothers, I would have been terrified at this “big reveal.” Knowing 
that the second-most powerful man in Egypt was the man they did wrong, I bet their hearts sunk 
into their feet. Well, we all have done someone wrong who is far more powerful than Joseph was. 
All of us have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory. Yet, just as Joseph showed his brothers mercy, 
Jesus also continually shows us mercy. What a God we serve!

Jr. High ///  If you were one of Joseph’s brothers, what might you have written in 
your journal that night? Write down your thoughts.

Sr. High ///  How do you think this scene would have played out if Joseph hadn’t 
believed his brothers had repented? Write down your thoughts.
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BEAUTY FROM THE BROKEN

MAKING GOOD FROM EVIL
WEDNESDAY, MAY 4

Read Genesis 48:5–6. 
And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which were born unto thee in the land of Egypt 
before I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. And thy 
issue, which thou begettest after them, shall be thine, and shall be called after the name of their 
brethren in their inheritance.

Joseph had been blessed in many ways up to this point in his life. Then his father placed a very 
special blessing on Joseph’s sons as well. Jacob essentially gave Joseph a double inheritance by 
blessing both of Joseph’s sons as if they were Jacob’s own. Jesus has a way of blessing us above 
and beyond what we could ever hope or think. In fact, His blessings tend to overflow and bless 
others around us as well.

Jr. High ///  Who are some people you think are abundantly blessed by God? Why 
are they blessed? Write down your thoughts

Sr. High ///  Interview someone you consider to be very blessed by God. Ask 
questions about how this person has been blessed. 

THURSDAY, MAY 5

Read Genesis 50:14–17. 
And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his brethren, and all that went up with him to bury 
his father, after he had buried his father. And when Joseph's brethren saw that their father was 
dead, they said, Joseph will peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which 
we did unto him. And they sent a messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy father did command 
before he died, saying, So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass of thy 
brethren, and their sin; for they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of 
the servants of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when they spake unto him.

Have your parents ever told you to take out the trash after dark? Being in a dark backyard, even 
for just a few moments, can be intimidating. I live in Florida, and snakes like to slither out at night; 
one false step in the dark can be disastrous. Joseph’s brothers were essentially living in darkness 
because of the sin they had committed against him long ago. They were afraid that after their 
father’s death, Joseph would finally take revenge. When Joseph saw their repentance, he was 
overwhelmed with emotion. It was a breakthrough moment in their lives.

Jr. High ///  Draw a picture of how you think this scene looked.

Sr. High ///  Why do you think Joseph wept at his brothers’ statements? How do 
you think this compares to when we repent before Jesus? Write down 
your thoughts.
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//////

LESSON 2.4LESSON 2.4

MAKING GOOD FROM EVIL
FRIDAY, MAY 6

Read Genesis 50:18. 
And his brethren also went and fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be thy 
servants. 

Joseph’s brothers knew they had done wrong. They felt the only way out was to surrender their 
lives to Joseph as servants. They were dwelling in the darkness of their sin, and they wanted a way 
out. Similarly, we dwell in the darkness of sin until we surrender ourselves to serve Jesus. We must 
admit that what we have done is wrong, and we must place ourselves at His mercy.

Jr. High ///  What are some ways we can surrender our lives to Jesus? List your ideas.

Sr. High ///  Why is repentance so important in our lives? Write down your thoughts.

SATURDAY, MAY 7

Read Genesis 50:19–21.
And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God? But as for you, ye thought 
evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much 
people alive. Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted 
them, and spake kindly unto them. 

“God meant it unto good.” What a fitting conclusion to Joseph’s story. All of the pain, agony, 
frustration, and every single detour his story seemed to take—they all worked together to preserve 
not just his life, but also the lives of his family members and many others. In fact, Joseph ended up 
saving the lives of everyone who wronged him. What a beautiful example of what is possible if we 
place our trust in Jesus and let His love work through us.

Jr. High ///  What is your favorite thing about Joseph’s story? Share with a friend.

Sr. High ///  What was the most important principle you learned from Joseph’s 
story? Discuss it with a friend.
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NOTES///

BEAUTY FROM THE BROKEN
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