
WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
It does not matter what your peers, the doubters, or your problems say 
about you. Even your own opinion does not matter. What matters is 
what God says about you. God is true, and everyone who disagrees with 
Him is wrong. You must be willing to believe that what God says about 
you is true, even when others do not believe it. You may look at your life 
and not understand how God could possibly bring your dreams to pass, 
but if you will trust Him and follow after His call, you will see Him do 
great things in your life.

God is with us through every 
one of life’s ups and downs.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

SERIES AIM 
Joseph’s story shows 
us God’s faithfulness 
and how He directs 
the course of our lives.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Genesis 37:2–35

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I will remember God is 
with me at all times.

SERIES 2: GOD IS WITH US

BELIEVING WITHOUT 
UNDERSTANDING2.1
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BELIEvING WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///
The following questions, devotions, and action points can be used any way you feel comfortable. 
We suggest using a journal, the notes app on your phone, or the spaces provided in this daily 
devotional book to take notes, write answers, and make lists. The purpose of this resource is 
to give you a space to interact with the Word of God and reflect on what you learn from that 
experience.

///  What role do you think Jacob may have played in his sons’ hatred 
of their brother Joseph?

///  What are some healthy ways to deal with jealousy? 

///  How should we respond when others try to crush our dreams?

///  Why is what God says about us more important than what anyone 
else says about us?
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///

LESSON 2.1

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
HE IS ALWAYS WITH US

MONDAY, APRIL 4

Read Genesis 37:3–5. 
Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and 
he made him a coat of many colours. And when his brethren saw that their father loved him 
more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him. And Joseph 
dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: and they hated him yet the more.

We often look at this story from Joseph’s perspective because he’s the “good guy” and his 
brothers are the “bad guys.” We know what his brothers did was wrong, but we also sort of get 
it, don’t we? It would have been extremely difficult for his brothers not to resent him when their 
father went out of his way to play favorites. Yet we know that God expects more of us than that. 
Jesus wants us to be content with what He places in our lives. He does not want us to compare 
our blessings to others’ blessings.

Jr. High ///  When was the last time you were jealous? How did you handle it? 
Write down your thoughts. 

Sr. High ///  Is there someone you are tempted to be jealous of right now? Take 
a moment to pray about your attitude and also lift that person up in 
prayer. Specifically ask Jesus to shower that person with blessings.

TUESDAY, APRIL 5

Read Genesis 37:10–11. 
And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto him, 
What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed 
come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth? And his brethren envied him; but his father 
observed the saying. 

Have you ever been accused of oversharing? Some things we probably should just keep to ourselves. 
Shortly after Joseph shared these words, he most likely regretted doing so. Really, though, can you 
blame him for being excited about what God had showed him? Sometimes other people simply will 
not be happy about what Jesus is doing in your life. That does not mean you should stop rejoicing in 
Jesus’ blessings. 

Jr. High ///  What is a way God is moving in your life right now? Take a moment 
and share with a friend.

Sr. High ///  Call a friend you go to church with; ask that friend to share something 
God is doing in his or her life. Rejoice with that friend over Jesus’ 
blessings.
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BELIEvING WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING

HE IS ALWAYS WITH US
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6

Read Genesis 37:19. 
And they said one to another, Behold, this dreamer cometh. 

People can always recognize a dreamer. Dreamers walk a little differently, talk a little differently, 
and carry themselves differently. Most important, though, dreamers see the world a little 
differently, which makes some people uncomfortable. If you are a dreamer, you look at situations 
and see possibilities, instead of just reality. You see what can be instead of what is. People may 
mock you for it, but dream anyway. The world is changed by dreamers.

Jr. High ///  Are you a dreamer? Why do you think so? Take a moment and journal 
your thoughts.

Sr. High ///  What is a dream you feel God has given you? What steps should you 
take toward that dream? Take a moment and journal your thoughts.

THURSDAY, APRIL 7

Read Genesis 37:20–21. 
come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we will say, Some evil 
beast hath devoured him: and we shall see what will become of his dreams. And Reuben heard 
it, and he delivered him out of their hands; and said, Let us not kill him.

Things escalated quickly in this story. It’s a rough place to be in when your own brothers want to 
kill you. Reuben was the sole voice of reason. “Don’t kill the dream.” The beautiful thing about a 
dream coming from Jesus is He will find a way to protect it. If you are actively pursuing His will in 
your life, there is no weapon formed against you that can prosper, whether it be from man or from 
your spiritual enemy. Trust in Jesus to see you through.

Jr. High ///  Has anyone tried to discourage you from dreaming? Take this 
opportunity to lift that person up in prayer.

Sr. High ///  List a few examples from Scripture of God placing His hand of 
protection on someone pursuing His will.
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LESSON 2.1LESSON 2.1

HE IS ALWAYS WITH US
FRIDAY, APRIL 8

Read Genesis 37:22. 
And Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, 
and lay no hand upon him; that he might rid him out of their hands, to deliver him to his 
father again.

Have you ever had someone try to discourage you from something you felt Jesus was leading 
you to do? I have been there. I remember trying to start a christian newsletter in my school to 
help spread the gospel, and my uncle told me I was wasting my time because no one would 
care. He didn’t try to kill my dream, necessarily, but he certainly did almost cast it into a pit of 
doubt and despair. If the enemy cannot defeat you, he’ll try to disillusion you. Don’t let the devil 
discourage you.

Jr. High ///  What are some ways you can overcome doubt and discouragement? 
Make a list of your ideas.

Sr. High ///  Having friends who can strengthen and encourage us can make a big 
difference. Think of some people who can be that kind of friend to you. 
Have you shared your dreams with them? If not, take this opportunity 
to do so.

SATURDAY, APRIL 9

Read Genesis 37:28. 
Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the 
pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver: and they brought Joseph 
into Egypt.

can you imagine what must have been going through Joseph’s mind when the Midianite traders 
hauled him off? He must have wondered if he would ever see his father or the rest of his family 
again. In that moment Joseph probably did not understand what was happening. In fact, he 
probably wished he’d never shared his dream in the first place. Yet all of these events were setting 
the dream in motion. Joseph had to figure out how to have faith even when he didn’t understand, 
and so must we.

Jr. High ///  What does faith mean to you? Write your own definition for the word.

Sr. High ///  Has there been a time in your life when you did not understand what 
was going on, but you can look back and see that God had His hand on 
you? Journal about the situation and how God came through for you.
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NOTES///

BELIEvING WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING
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