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R. B. Moore         Senior Pastor 

February 28, 2023 

Dear Members of St. Paul’s, 

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We pray you are well as we enter the spring 
season of God's majestic creation. St. Paul’s is active and moving in service and providing the love of 
Christ to the Monroe area. 

We are providing this letter from the Discernment Team to introduce you to the information packet 
and online resources that the Discernment Team has approved. As we have indicated in prior messages 
to the congregation, St. Paul’s has entered a time of discernment regarding the issues facing the United 
Methodist Church, and what effect, if any, those issues have on St. Paul’s. As you are aware, in 
November 2022, the Church Council voted to enter a time of discernment. Due to the upcoming Advent 
Season, Bishop Harvey requested that discernment times be put on pause until after the start of the 
new year. In January 2023, the Church Council moved forward with discernment and asked the 
following members to be a part of the St. Paul’s Discernment Team that would guide the discernment 
process. The team members are: 

Morgan Herring, Co-Chair     Hap Martin, Co-Chair 

Brad Booth   Sarah Brown   Julie Cunningham   Virginia Eddleman     

John Landry   Chuck Morgan   Rachel Shelby    

  At the same meeting in January, the Church Council also approved using Dr. Craig Gilliam as the 
facilitator to assist the Discernment Team in developing the discernment process used. The St Paul’s 
Discernment Team is using the recommended process in order to stay within guidelines set by our 
District Superintendent. At the end of the process, the facilitator will develop a report based on your 
feedback which will be presented by the Discernment Team to the Church Council. 

On March 17 and 18, 2023, you will have the opportunity to participate in discussion groups we are 
referring to as Conversation Circles.  These sessions will be participatory, not just informational.  In 
addition to the congregational Conversation Circles, the Church Staff and Discernment Team will also 
have Conversation Circles.  Sign up for the Conversation Circles will begin on March 1, 2023 and each 
session will have up to twelve members. 

As the Discernment Team, we believe God will lead us with the power of the Holy Spirit to discern a 
right and holy future together as a church family. We pray that our church family will listen for the voice 
of God through prayer, conversation, hearing one another's stories, and reading God's Word. Thank 
you for your presence as a member of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church and for being an active part 
of discerning the future of St. Paul’s as we strive to reach out in Christian love to the world around us. 

Serving Christ together, 

 

Morgan Herring    Hap Martin 

*Please see the following pages for further information. 



 

Conversation Circle Opportunities 

Conversation Circles are small group gatherings of no more than 12 people. We ask that you 
sign up in advance starting March 1st. As you gather with others and Dr. Gilliam, you will be 
invited to introduce yourself and respond to several questions related to our discernment 
process as a church. Dr. Gilliam is equipped to assure that every voice is valued, heard, and 
respected with the love of Christ. 

The schedule of our Conversation Circles is as follows: 

Friday, March 17 

10:30-12:00 noon 

2:00-3:30 pm 

4:00-5:30 pm 

6:00-7:30 pm 

 

Saturday, March 18 

8:30-10:00 am 

10:30-12:00 noon 

1:30-3:00 pm 

3:30-5:00 pm 

 

 You may sign up for a timeslot by either signing one of the signup sheets in the Narthex or by 
calling the church office at 318-322-4454. Church office hours are: Mon-Fri 9am-4pm. 

In addition, if you are unable to attend one of the Conversation Circles set forth above, an 
online survey will be made available at the end of the day on Friday, March 17.  The online survey 
will allow those who cannot participate in the in-person sessions to provide their input for the 
use of Dr. Gilliam and his staff. The process for accessing the online survey will be provided at a 
later date.  Also, for those persons who have difficulty with online access, we will provide access 
to Discernment Team members willing to assist you in completing the online survey. 

In order to aid you in preparation for the Conversation Circles, below is a list of the online 
resources that are available on the St. Paul’s website (stpaulsmonroe.com).  In order to see 
these resources, click on the Discernment button. The following page lists the available 
resources. 

  



 
Since we are a part of the Louisiana Conference, we encourage you to look at their website for information 

about what is going on here. 

https://www.la-umc.org/newsdetail/discerning-discussing-16615644 

The United Methodist Church has its own web page full of information about all current issues and FAQs. 

https://www.umc.org/en/who-we-are/ask-the-umc-faqs/current-issues 

Methodism's Division, a Six-Part Video series by Rob Renfroe. 

https://goodnewsmag.org/methodisms-great-divides-video-series/ 

This website has resources by Pastor Adam Hamilton, Senior Pastor of the United Methodist Church of the 

Resurrection. He recorded six videos to help people better understand what it means to be United Methodist. 

These videos were in response to the above videos by Rob Renfroe 

https://proudtobeumc.com/ 

Chris Ritter updated a previously published history of the United Methodist human sexuality debate. His article 

covers information from 1972 to today. 

https://peopleneedjesus.net/2022/08/03/updated-the-fifty-year-fight-over-scripture-sexuality-in-the-umc-

1972-2022/ 

John Lomperis wrote and presented a speech on why the United Methodist Church is actually splitting. This 

article breaks down the discipline, doctrine, and today's controversies from a neutral, bird's-eye-view. 

https://juicyecumenism.com/2021/01/21/why-united-methodist-church-splitting/ 

This article by the UMC lines out what congregations should know about disaffiliation. It lines out steps and 

actions to be taken and pulls information from the Book the Discipline. 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-should-united-methodist-congregations-know-about-

disaffiliation 

This video series is about the value of staying UMC. This series talks to LA Conference pastors and lay leaders 

about why they are staying with the UMC. 

https://www.la-umc.org/staying 

Commentary by J Richard Peck: Church Should Examine the Reason for its Differences 

https://archives.gcah.org/bitstream/handle/10516/7193/article11.aspx.htm?sequence=2 

 

  



 

DISCERNMENT INFORMATION 

How We Got Here - A Brief Overview 
September 2022 

A Brief History: Anglican Church was followed by several iterations and variations of Methodism 
flowing out of the movement that Rev. John Wesley began, 

•The Methodist Church (est. 1939) 

•The Evangelical United Brethren (est. 1946) 

•The United Methodist Church (est. 1968) 

A Couple of Terms to Understand  

• General Conference: Meeting of Representatives from the UMC from around the world who 
meet once every four years to guide and shape our denomination. 

• Book of Discipline: What we believe and how we carry out our mission as the Church; Guides 
our covenantal connection to all of the other UMC congregations. 

From the beginning - Big Tent Church - Diverse theological approaches and beliefs: 

• Our greatest strength contributes to today’s issue: our theological diversity has become 
divisive; for many, the tent is no longer big enough to hold us all. 

• Almost from the beginning - Human Sexuality & What We Believe as a Denomination has 
been in question since the 1972 General Conference...and each GC Since. 

• Book of Discipline: "We affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred worth, created in 
the image of God. All persons need the ministry of the Church in their struggles for human 
fulfillment and the spiritual and emotional care of a fellowship that enables reconciling 
relationships with God, with others, and with self, The United Methodist Church does not 
condone the practice of homosexuality and considers this practice incompatible with 
Christian teaching. We affirm that God's grace is available to all. We will seek to live together 
in the Christian community, welcoming, forgiving, and loving one another, as Christ has loved 
and accepted us. We implore families and churches not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay 
members and friends. We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons." 

• Additional language exists regarding clergy and their sexuality; performing same-sex 
weddings, and more. 

• This language is a result of the decades-long conversation or debate over human sexuality. 

• In recent years there have been several incidences of disobedience to the Book of Discipline 
related to human sexuality which has resulted in us being where we are now. These incidents 
have resulted in much discussion and debate at General Conference. 

• In the 2016 General Conference, the tension over this point peaked as a call came from the 
floor for the bishops to step in and lead the Church. 



 

• Permission was given for a special called GC in 2019 where three plans where offered: 

One Church Plan 

Connectional Plan  

Traditional Plan *this was approved by a very thin margin 

 

Relevant to today... 

Book of Discipline Paragraph 2553 - Allows Congregations to disaffiliate from the UMC over 
issues of human sexuality with their property intact, free of the trust clause, provided they pay 
financial obligations and reach a 2/3 or super-majority vote of the membership present at a 
called meeting. 

• Par. 2553 and the counsel from our District Superintendent, Dr. Tom Dolph, and our Bishop, 
Delores J. Williamston, guide our process at this point. 

• Also guided by a great deal of prayer. 

 

Please visit www.umc.org and read about the United Methodist Church's history.  

Reasoning for Remaining a United Methodist Congregation 
(Please see the table at the end of this packet for a concise summary) 

There are many positives to being a part of the UMC. A few are listed below. 

We are the most evenly widespread Christian denomination in the United States and the 
second largest Protestant denomination. By separating from the main body, we would reduce 
our capacity for ministry and mission. 

We are a denomination of traditionalists, centrists, and progressives working out our 
differences in Christian love. We believe that no matter our disagreements, the essence of 
being a Christian is to love God and our neighbor as ourselves. 

We are Christ-centered. We have a long history of supporting small churches, rural churches, 
and inner-city churches. This is a part of what our apportionments support. 

We have some of the highest-rated charities in the world which provide global, regional, and 
local services, which is a part of what our apportionments support. 

We provide educational opportunities and financial assistance to ensure that pastors assigned 
to our congregations will be prepared to lead the body of Christ. There are 93 United 
Methodist colleges and universities and 13 United Methodist seminaries. 

We take Christ to the college campus through the Wesley Foundation campus ministry. The 
Wesley Foundation receives financial support from our apportionments and local UMC 
congregations. 

  



 

The Bible often speaks clearly about unity in Christ. Paul spent much time dealing with 
dissension that threatened to divide congregations, and his solution was not for all to agree with 
each other, but for all to love each other. Our congregation can be a model for the UMC on how 
to do this. 

Reasoning for Disaffiliating from the United Methodist Church 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in Monroe has been a Methodist church since 1952. We 

have seen many versions of the Methodist spirit come and go and been a part of several 
versions of the Methodist movement. One of the bedrocks of being Methodists is that we are 
very methodical in the way we make decisions related to theology, mission, ministry, service, 
church governance, etc. One of the tenants of being United Methodist is that a common Book 
of Discipline binds us. This method of being Methodist dates back to our earliest roots. Since 
1968 we have been a United Methodist church that has followed the Book of Discipline in our 
giving, receiving of pastors, engaging in mission and ministry, and raising up clergy through our 
local congregation. 

Since 2016 the United Methodist Church has witnessed leaders in other parts of the country 
at the highest levels disobey and disregard the Book of Discipline as it relates to human 
sexuality. This has raised the question for many in our denomination:  "How can we call 
ourselves United Methodists if we cannot uphold the vows of our members and/or ordination?" 
The United Methodist Church finds itself in chaos due to the issues of human sexuality and the 
actions of some denominational leaders willingly disobeying the Discipline.  One of the strengths 
of the UMC is our openness to a wide variety of interpretations of Scripture. The issues 
surrounding human sexuality and the questions raised as to the disobedience and leadership 
issues connected to the human sexuality issues have raised questions for many United 
Methodists. 

Pastoral leadership can remain for more than one year at a time. 

St. Paul’s would own its property on Lexington free of the trust clause as well as all of its other 
physical and financial assets. 

What are some important dates to keep in mind? 

1. May 15, 2023 – The church conference must be held by this date and any necessary 
paperwork must be signed and given to the LA Annual Conference for approval. 

2. May 31, 2023 – Any necessary costs must be paid to the LA Annual Conference  
3. June 13, 2023 – The Louisiana Annual Conference will meet. This is the only date presently 

scheduled in 2023 that will permit churches to disaffiliate. A disaffiliating church will have 
to have completed its process well before this date. 

4. December 31, 2023 – This is the sunset date for disaffiliation through Paragraph 2553. 
The window to use that disaffiliation process and retain the property and assets will close, 
However, the final step in disaffiliation is a vote by the Louisiana Annual Conference. 
Unless there is a Special Conference called, the deadline for disaffiliation is June 2023. 

5. Spring or Fall of 2024 – The next UMC General Conference will convene, and it will vote 
on what the post-separation UMC will look like concerning human sexuality and its global 
structure. 



 
 

What if we stay part of the 

United Methodist Church? 

What if we leave the 

United Methodist Church? 

Certainty associated with remaining 

under the UMC umbrella. 

Uncertainty of being an independent 

church 

No time and resources spent organizing 

and incorporating as a new church 

Time and resources spent to organize as a 

new church (including branding, logos, 

etc.) 

Continue to pay our annual 

apportionments to the LA Conference 

($73,000 per year as of 2022) 

Will have to pay an estimated exit fee 

($203,000) which includes the remainder 

of our 2022 apportionment, 2 additional 

years of apportionments, and our 

unfunded pension liabilities 

Church assets are held in trust as part of 

the Louisiana Annual Conference of the 

UMC 

Our local property and church assets 

would be owned free of the trust clause 

by a newly created 501 C3 organization 

Pastoral appointments are determined by 

the Louisiana Annual Conference on an 

annual basis 

Pastoral appointments would be 
determined by the leadership of St. 
Paul’s 

 

Remain in the United Methodist Church 
Independent or join another Wesleyan 

denomination. 

 

Dr. Craig Gilliam will produce a summary of his observation of our discernment 
and present that info to our church council. The Church Council will use this 
information to determine the best way to move forward. Those actions could be: 

1. Not call for a church vote and allow Paragraph 2553 to sunset. 
2. Call for a church vote. 
3. Provide more time for discernment. 

 


