
January 31, 2023 

Dear St. Paul's church family, 

We hope you have had a wonderful beginning to a new year filled with God's grace and peace! The 

holidays were a beautiful time in our church, and many thanks to everyone who made it such a 

meaningful time as we celebrated the birth of our Lord.  

I wanted to provide an update on behalf of your church council regarding entering our period of 

discernment. The church council met on January 22, 2023, to determine our next steps in the process.  

Our first action was to vote on a Discernment Team who would focus on providing the congregation 

with communication, education, and information. After prayerful consideration, we asked the following 

members to be a part of the committee that would guide our discernment process: 

Morgan Herring (Co-Chair)           Hap Martin (Co-Chair) 

Rachel Shelby         John Landry     Julie Cunningham       Brad Booth               

Virginia Eddleman      Sarah Brown          Chuck Morgan 

We are so grateful for their willingness to lead our congregation through this process. Further 

information regarding opportunities for information and learning will be coming soon from our 

Discernment Team. Please, send any questions you may have to stpaulsdiscernment@gmail.com, or you 

may also submit questions to our "Discernment Team Questions" box located in the narthex.   

Our second action during the council meeting was to vote on bringing in Dr. Craig Gilliam to assist in 

facilitating small group gatherings that will provide the congregation with opportunities for listening and 

learning from one another. This will be a helpful piece in making sure every voice is heard and 

respected. Our Discernment Team is in touch with him, and they will bring more information to you 

soon about these gatherings.  

Finally, we would like to invite you to join us on Sunday, February 12 at 10:00AM in the sanctuary to 

hear Dr. Tom Dolph, our District Superintendent. He will provide some very helpful information 

regarding the history of the issues currently facing the United Methodist Church and a general 

discussion of the discernment process. We hope you will take advantage of this opportunity and plan to 

attend. Continue to cover our congregation in prayer as we seek to understand God’s will for St. Paul’s 

UMC. 

 

Peace and love in Christ, 

Emily Martin, Chairman of Church Council 


