
 

Dear Members of St. Paul’s UMC, 

 

 I am sure most of you have heard at least some discussion of the issues facing the United 

Methodist Church. Throughout history, Methodists have many times joined together and split apart 

as issues have been addressed. While the United Methodist Church has remained relatively stable 

for over five decades now, recent discussions are again causing some churches to consider leaving 

the United Methodist Church. This letter intends to assure you that your Church Council has been 

meeting to discuss these issues and how they will affect all of us here at St. Paul’s. We believe it 

is also time to begin discussing and informing the congregation of these issues. 

 

 Some of the topics that have caused churches to examine their continuing relationship with 

the United Methodist Church include human sexuality, the primacy of scripture, and other 

foundations of our Christian beliefs. These issues were to be discussed in detail at the 2020 General 

Conference of the United Methodist Church, along with proposed changes to the Book of 

Discipline. However, the COVID pandemic postponed the General Conference from 2020 to 2022, 

and it was postponed again from 2022 to 2024 by the Council of Bishops. 

 

In 2019, the Special Session of the General Conference put into place a procedure whereby 

churches could disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church with the ability to take ownership 

of their church property. This procedure has an end date of December 31, 2023, and the only group 

that can extend the time frame is General Conference which will not meet until 2024. Accordingly, 

churches that were considering disaffiliating have begun the process to move in that direction 

because there is no guarantee that the procedure for leaving with church property will be extended. 

 

 We realize there are facts, rumors and potentially wrong information circulating, and the 

Church Council wants to address all issues in an educated and reasonable manner. As with most 

matters, and particularly with matters of a religious nature, there are at least two sides of each issue 

and all sides are passionate. Our desire is to move forward in a way that will provide an 

understanding on all sides of the issues at hand. Accordingly, the Church Council will soon be 

considering whether to officially enter a period of discernment. This will provide a time for all of 

us to educate ourselves on the issues, pray for guidance for the church, and seek the will of the 

Holy Spirit in our lives and the life our church.  Discernment is not a period for judgment of others, 

but rather a time to determine what is appropriate in the life of our church. Keep in mind, this is 

not a vote to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church. It is simply a time to consider 

prayerfully and fully the issues that are addressing our church both locally and globally.  St. Paul’s 

has gone through these discernment periods before. For instance, when we were considering 

altering the times and types of worship services several years ago, we had “listening posts” for 

discussion and to get member input. This is a type of discernment. 

 

 The Church Council seeks your prayers and support as we consider whether such a period 

of discernment is right for us at St. Paul’s. We also want the congregation to know as much of the 

information that we are considering as possible; therefore, we will be continually providing 

references to articles and facts on our website (stpaulsmonroe.com). Again, we ask for and 

appreciate your prayers during this time. Your Church Council will continue to inform you as we 

move forward in this, together.  



 


