
 

11.13.2020 

MEXICO | Religious Minority Families at Risk 

Community leaders in a village in Hidalgo state are threatening to expel two Protestant 

families if they do not fully pay a fine levied against them because of their religious 

beliefs. 

The two families belong to a group of Protestant families in La Mesa Limantitla, located 

in the Huasteca region of Hidalgo, who were pressured to sign an agreement 

renouncing their faith in January 2019. While eight families signed the agreement, 

Nemesio Cruz Hernández, Eligio Santiago Hernández and their wives, Maria Francisca 

Martínez Hernández and Angelina Martínez Hernández, refused to do so. As a result, 

their access to water, drainage, government benefit programs and the community mill 

were blocked for over a year. 

The families were forced to sign an illegal agreement Jan. 15 in which they renounced 

their right to hold religious services in order to have their access to water and other 

essential services reinstated. The state authorities paid part of a fine that was levied 

against each family as part of the agreement. However, after several follow-up 

meetings, including one on Aug. 22 and most recently on Nov. 7, the families have been 

told that they face being cut off from essential services again or expelled from the 

community as they cannot afford to pay the rest of the fine. 

Nemesio Cruz Hernández told CSW, “[The community leaders] have called a meeting to 

decide on our future this Saturday, Nov. 14. We are afraid that not only will they 

suspend our access to services but that we will be expelled from the community.” 

The families had previously been threatened with forced displacement by community 

leaders in July 2019 if they did not make financial contributions to local Roman Catholic 

festivals and participate in other activities which conflicted with their religious beliefs. 

Violations of freedom of religion or belief (FoRB) are common in the Huasteca region of 

Hidalgo, which has a large indigenous population. Examples include the denial of 

access to essential services such as water and electricity for religious minorities, 



blocking religious minority children from attending school, arbitrary detention and forced 

displacement. 

Mexican law gives indigenous communities the right to protect their culture and maintain 

traditional governing structures as long as fundamental human rights protected by the 

Mexican constitution, including FoRB, are respected. However, a lack of understanding 

of these provisions and government inaction leads to high incidences of rights 

violations. 

CSW’s CEO Scot Bower said, “We are deeply troubled by the escalating threats against 

Nemesio Cruz Hernández, Eligio Santiago Hernández and their families in La Mesa 

Limantitla, and what could happen to them if the state government does not take swift 

action to ensure that their right to freedom of religion or belief is upheld. We call on local 

authorities in La Mesa Limantitla to cease harassment of these families and to allow 

them to practise their religion free from hindrance or illegal conditions. We also call on 

Hidalgo State Governor Omar Fayad Meneses to address the injustices against these 

families without delay, and to ensure that officials in his administration uphold rule of 

law. Both federal and state governments in Mexico must uphold the right to freedom of 

religion or belief and ensure just outcomes for all religious minority communities 

experiencing violations on account of their religious beliefs.” 


