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CAR | Armed Groups Withdraw from Government 

Five armed groups in the Central African Republic (CAR) have resigned from the 

country’s government of national unity, raising questions over the future of the peace 

agreement signed in February 2019. 

The groups issued a press release on April 25 criticizing the government for failing to 

uphold its commitments under the peace agreement and political arrangements. 

According to the statement, the resignations were prompted by the arrest by the 

national army of 16 anti-Balaka elements on March 28 at the home of the Minister of 

Arts and Culture and Tourism. 

The Minister of Arts and Culture and Tourism, Dieudonne Ndomate, who is also the 

Deputy Coordinator of the anti-Balaka movement, insisted that the meeting at his home 

involved a briefing on the status of the implementation of the peace agreement. 

However, the State Prosecutor opened an investigation into the group and issued a 

public statement claiming that the meeting had subversive intent. The arrested 

individuals are being held at the Ngaraba Prison and Roux camp in Bangui. 

As the political situation in the country started to deteriorate March 28, the  UN 

Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in CAR, Yao Agbetse issued 

a statement on April 7 calling on the government of CAR, armed groups, opposition 

groups and the media to show restraint. Agbetse also urged the United Nations Security 

Council to “take urgent measures and send a strong message to the Central African 

actors because the risks of an eruption of violence are real." 

CSW’s Chief Executive Mervyn Thomas said, “We remain alarmed by the deteriorating 

political climate in the Central African Republic and urge all parties to exercise caution 

and restraint, mindful of the fact that it is civilians who will suffer the most if the political 

and security situation deteriorates. As governments across Africa work to contain the 

spread of the novel coronavirus, a political and security crisis would be extremely 



detrimental for CAR and the region. We urge the African Union and the United Nations 

to encourage all parties to adhere to the peace agreement.” 

The February 2019 peace agreement, which was negotiated between the government 

and 14 armed groups, was supported by the African Union and welcomed by the United 

Nations. A new administration led by Prime Minister Firmin Ngrebada and designed to 

include all signatories in the government was created after the signing of the 

agreement, which was the 23rd of its kind enacted over a 13-year period. The 

agreement called for the immediate surrendering of weaponry by all armed actors and a 

cessation of hostilities; however, armed groups have since used force to renegotiate 

terms of the agreement. Additionally, attacks by armed groups on civilians, UN 

Peacekeepers and humanitarian organizations continue to be reported outside of the 

capital, Bangui. 

These developments occur during a period when the government is seeking to amend 

the 2016 Constitution to allow the extension of the presidential and legislative terms due 

to the coronavirus pandemic. Presidential elections are scheduled for December 2019 

and early 2020. Those supporting the motion to amend the election timetable argue that 

the security, political, health and financial conditions for a free and fair election are not 

in place, and that holding an election at the end of 2020 could trigger post-election 

disputes that would further strain the political and security situation in the country.  


